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Will there be a floor under prices 
ollowing the war? 
*- * # 


We wonder if Salvatore Dali, 
surrealist ultra-ultra, has any post- 
war-car ideas? 

* 


Gen. Tojo predicts Japan’s fate 
will be decided during the coming 
ear. Gettin’ scared? 
* * * 
OWI announces less food in the 
pffing. . .. A prophesy on our 
just-furrowed Victory gardens? 


* * * 


Alcan highway will be widened 
to 24 feet this summer. Road is now 
arrying 70,000 tons of cargo per 
month, it’s reported. 

* * * 


4n Analysis 

Washington (D.C.) dealers are 
now performing service as follows: 

30.4 percent for holders of T 
cards; 34.1 percent for C-card 
holders; 21.6 percent for B motor- 
sts, and 13.9 percent for A cars. 

J * ” 


nter the WAMS 

The WAMS have arrived in Kan- 
sas City! Members of the Women’s 
Automotive Maintenance Staff are 
now in training there to help re- 
ieve the manpower shortage. 

Observing veteran mechanics say 
they'll do. 


For Flat Tires 

After the war you'll probably 
arry a bottle of compressed air 
to inflate your tires when you have 

flat, the Compressed Air Insti- 
ute suggests. All you'll have to do 
is to fill the bottle at a filling 
station, put it into the back of the 
car and forget about it until you 
get into trouble. 

Modification of this idea is now 
incorporated into military rubber 
boats for inflating boats when 
emergency dictates. 

* * #& 


amiliar Warning 

In down-under Australia a voice 
is sounding a warning familiar to 
American motorists. A. R. Bot- 
tomer, president of Automobile 
Assn. of Queensland, Brisbane, is 
bointing out to officials the neces- 
sity of maintaining roads and 
streets to avoid unnecessary wear 
and tear of tires. 

And reminding those officials 
that “surely the time is now ripe 
for the diversion of money from 
road funds to cease, at least for 
the duration of the war.” 

~ 


Army Speaks 

It’s taken a lot of people quite a 
while to realize how closely high- 
way transportation is geared into 
e American economy, observes 
Maj. Gen. C. P. Cross, chief of 
ransportation, Services of Supply, 
. S. Army. 

“Many persons were unaware 
of the fact that the automobile 
had passed through the evolu- 
tionary status of being a purely 
pleasure vehicle, into the cate- 
gory of being an essential means 
of worker transportation. Many 
still find it difficult to realize the 
extent to which American indus- 
try has become dependent for its 
labor supply upon the private 
automobile and bus,” Gen. Cross 
said. 
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Jeffers May Head 

A New Civilian 

Supply Agency 
He Urges a Separate 


Bureau Supervised 
By ‘Two-Fisted Czar’ 


WASHINGTON. — Revers- 
ing an earlier stand, Rubber 
Czar William Jeffers last 
week told the Senate Banking 


committee that he favors 
creation of an independent civilian 
supply agency under a “two-fisted 
administrator.” 

There was considerable specula- 
tion, even before Jeffers testified, 
that President Roosevelt was con- 
sidering the rubber czar for this 
role, should the agency be created. 
Jeffers previously had stated that 
he would probably retire as rub- 
ber director by July 1 since the 
synthetic rubber program is getting 
along satisfactorily. 

Were he appointed to head a 
new civilian-supply agency, Jef- 
fers of course would be in a 
position to continue indirect 
supervision over the synthetic 
rubber program. It is known, 
however, that Jeffers desires to 
leave Washington and return to 
his presidency of Union Pacific 
Railroad, but it is thought he 
could be prevailed upon to take 
the new post if offered. 

Jeffers’ present boss, Donald Nel- 
son, chairman of the War Produc- 
tion Board, is opposed to creation 
of the separate agency since it 
would be divorced from WPB, of 
which the present Office of Civilian 
Supply is now a branch. 


Before the Senate committee, 
Jeffers cited his own experience in 
battling for priorities for erection 
of synthetic-rubber plants. His own 
success in this battle has convinced 
him that a fighting administrator 
“may get into trouble, but he will 
get results.” 

“If there is any weakness in 

(See JEFFERS, Page 10, Col. 5) 
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Dealers Fear Black Market 
Under Used Car Price Peg 


Boeing to Make Autos? 


President of Plane Company Admits It’s Under 
Serious Consideration for Postwar 


By D. M. Trepp 
Staff Correspondent 

SEATTLE.—Will Boeing build 
motor vehicles after the war? 

Rumors and speculation as to 
what the big war plants will do 
“tomorrow” have long been in 
circulation. 

Of course airplane plants will be 
building a good many planes— 
cargo planes, private planes—in 
the years to come. Might it also 
be autos and radio or household 
equipment? 

“It may mean any one of 
these,” Philip G. Johnson, presi- 
dent of Boeing Aircraft, in an 
interview last week, “or other 
fields in which our engineering 
knowledge can be applied.” 

He continued: “Boeing has been 
keeping an eye on postwar possi- 
bilities for a long time. Our prob- 
lem will be one of production, as 
we will want to make use of our 
greatly expanded plants. 


“I am convinced that so far 
as the war industries are con- 
cerned, the change from War to 
peacetime production will be 
gradual, timed to meet the ability 
of ordinary industry to adapt itself 
to the new conditions. 

“Large scale production of air- 
planes will continue, but we are 
considering employment of our 
plant for manufacture of other 
products. We have blueprints of 
quite a number of such products, 
but frankly, we haven’t made up 
our minds, as yet. 

“J do not think it prudent to 
enumerate them all, but I can 
say they range from automobiles 


Oil Council Omits Forecast... 


Military Demands to Decide 
Gas Rations in East 


WASHINGTON.—Extent of fu-);ter of 1944. These compare with 


ture rationing of gasoline and fuel 
oil on the East Coast wiil have to 
be determined y;rimarily by the 
military demand for petroleum 
from that area, according to the 
April report of the Petroleum In- 
dustry War Council Committee on 
Petroleum Economics, William R. 
Boyd jr., council chairman, an- 
nounced last week. 

No forecast or recommendation 
in respect to rationing now is 
possible by this committee, because 
no estimates of future military de- 
mands were made available to the 
committee, the announcement 
stated. The report, and an accom- 
panying detailed study by its work- 
ing subcommittee, were submitted 
to Petroleum Administrator Harold 
L. Ickes. 

The committee also reported that 
its estimates for the next year, 
after making a number of assump- 
tions, indicate that crude oil re- 
quirements for 1943 would aver- 
age 3,990,000 barrels a day, and 
would rise to an average of 4,270,- 
000 barrels a day in the first quar- 


actual requirements of 3,950,000 
barrels a day in 1942, and of 3,830,- 
000 barrels a day in the first quar- 
ter of 1943. 

* * * 


Record Set in Delivery 


Of Gas to East 


WASHINGTON.—A new all-time 
record of 912,919 barrels of petrol- 


eum products were moved by tank | 


car to the East Coast during the 
week ended Apr. 3. Petroleum Ad- 
ministrator for War Harold L. 
Ickes announced last week. This 
new record marks the first time 
that shipments have exceeded the 
900,000 barrel daily level. The previ- 
ous record was 856,710 barrels 
daily, achieved during the week 
ended Sept. 10, 1942. 


As the result of this movement, 
which is due in part to the increas- 
ing operation of the big inch pipe- 
line, the decline in East Coast 
stocks was arrested, and a slight 
upturn registered, the announce- 
ment stated. 





down to radios and a new type 
of kitchen equipment.” 
Permanently increased industrial 
production is expected in the 
Northwest, compared to the prewar 


days. . 
* * * 


Rossman, Ex-Packard, 


Heads Curtiss Div. 


NEW YORK. — Curtiss-Wright 
Corp. announced last week it was 
establishing a development division 
to be staffed by experts in aeronau- 
tical and non-aeronautical research. 

Peter F. Rossman, chief of de- 
velopment research in the airplane 
division research laboratory, and 
former production design engineer 
for Packard Motor Car Corp., was 
appointed general manager by G. 
W. Vaughan, president of Curtiss- 
Wright. 


Hold-Line Order 
May Jeopardize 


Boost in Rates 


DETROIT.—Like every cne else 
in the United States, President 
Roosevelt’s “hold-the-line-against- 
inflation” order will affect both 
auto factories and dealers, in vary- 
ing degrees. 

From the dealers’ standpoint, the 
most far-reaching will be the ex- 
ecutive order’s provision that wage 
rates or salary scales are not to be 
increased beyond the Little Steel 
formula (15 percent above the 
wages received on Jan. 1, 1941), ex- 
cept to correct sub-standard living 
conditions. 


This particular provision, it is 
believed, may jeopardize dealers’ 
efforts to obtain higher service 
charges, since the War Labor 
Board is instructed to grant only 
“Little-Steel” wage boosts to 
mechanics or anyone else, except 
in hardship cases. 

Furthermore, no new rises in 
ceiling prices are to be allowed, 
except to the minimum extent per- 
mitted by law. 

On the brighter side, it is likely 
that the War Manpower Commis- 


| sion will extend “job freezing” from 


present areas to the entire nation, 
thus preventing employes from 
switching jobs only to get more 
pay. 

Affecting both dealers and man- 
ufacturers, other provisions of the 
President’s order call for: 

Rolling back of prices now “un- 
reasonably high, unfair or in- 
equitable.” 

No increase in transportation, 
power, gas and other utility rates. 

Ceiling prices on “all commodi- 
ties affecting the cost of living.” 
The President’s newest move 
against inflation means, for one 
thing, a lowering of prices and not 
merely slowing up of price in- 
creases as in the past, according 
to Edwin E. Witte, nationally 
known economist and Michigan | 
regional director of the War Labor 

(Continued on Page 10, Col. 4) 
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Drop Proposal, 
OPA is Urged 


Many Injustices Seen; 
Alternate Plans Are 
Offered by Retailers 


By Pete Wemhoff 
Managing Editor 


DETROIT.—Fearing crea- 
tion of a “black market” in 
used cars, auto dealers 
throughout the country are 
besieging OPA to defer in- 
auguration of a proposed ceiling on 
used car prices, along similar lines 
recently promulgated for used 
truck prices. 

OPA started consideration of 
new schemes for placing used- 
car prices under ceilings a few 
weeks ago, but insists it has no 
plans at present to place such 
ceilings into effect. However, it 
is known that OPA officials are 
watching current prices closely, 
and it is believed that conditions 
in the next few weeks may de- 
cide the matter for the immedi- 
ate future at least. 

Citing injustices in the used- 
truck price peg, which goes into 
effect Apr. 26, dealers contend that 
even more inequalities would result 
from proposed formulas for ceil- 
ings on used car prices, since the 
auto dealer—for whom used cars 
are the sole remaining source of 
profit to supplement service reve- 


<n ceaaaiaaiiaaaa 

USED-TRUCK price ceilings 
penalize individual buyers, slow 
up trading, dealer survey shows. 
See story on page 30. 


nue—would be by-passed in many 
cases. 

This would result, dealers believe, 
from the fact that the individual 
owning a car or truck would not 
be willing to dispose of his vehicle 
for less than the ceiling price, and 
any individual purchaser would be 


glad to pay the individual owner 
(Continued on Page 39, Col. 1) 


WPB Denies Plan 
For Industrial 


Concentration 


WASHINGTON. — Published re- 
ports that the War Production 
Board is proceeding upon a nation- 
wide plan for concentration of in- 
dustry were denied last week by 
Chairman Donald M. Nelson. 

The reports, Nelson said, ap- 
parently were based upon two con- 
fidential memoranda circulated to 
the WPB committee on concen- 
tration of production, one dated 
Nov. 19, 1942, and the second Jan. 
19, 1943. The list of industries 
carried in the stories were con- 
tained in the 1943 report to this 
committee which went out of exist- 
ence some three months ago, and 
does not in any sense constitute a 
list of industries for which WPB 
is now considering a concentration 
program. 

“The good faith of the reporter 
who wrote the story is not in 
(See NELSON, Page 6, Col. 5) 
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Seek Equal Pay for Equal Work... 
Parley on GM Wages 


Asked by UAW 


A PONTIAC-BUILT aircraft torpedo about to leave the assembly line. 
Aircraft torpedoes—weighing nearly a ton and considered the most complex 
weapons in the history of warfare—are being produced by Pontiac Motor on 
an assembly line basis for the Navy, it is announced by Harry J. Klingler, 


general manager of Pontiac. 
the Navy’s own stations. 


On the Labor Front: 


Previous torpedo production has 


been in 


Incentive-Pay Plan Spurred 


By Roosevelt’s 


DETROIT.—Although some 
unions, principally the UAW-CIO, 
still publicly oppose inauguration 
of incentive pay programs in war 
plants, they are finding it increas- 
ingly difficult to fight the plan as 
more workers learn of its ad- 
vantages and especially in view of 
President Roosevelt’s lates “hold- 
-the-line-against-inflation” order. 

Under the new executive order, 

unions will find it virtually im- 

possible to obtain wage increases 

for their members, except under 

the “Little Steel” formula, As a 

result, establishment of incentive 

pay plans (as urged by Automo- 

tive News in December, 1942) 

will be the only method for 

workers to obtain more take- 
home pay. 

WPB’s incentive-pay plan, an- 


Incentive Plan Breaks 


Aluminum Bottleneck 

NEW YORK.—How one of 
the worst aluminum bottle-necks 
in the aircraft industry has been 
broken through introduction of 
a pay-incentive plan was told 
by Charles E, Wilson, executive 
vice-chairman of the War Pro- 
duction Board, at a production 
conference here of labor leaders 
and officials of Curtiss-Wright 
Corp. last week. 

Explaining that the incentive 
plan for workers was introduced 
about two months ago in four 
extruded aluminum plants with 
the cooperation of labor and 
management in the hope of 
speeding vital production of ex- 
truded aluminum, Wilson said: 
“It’s gone far enough now for 
us to be quite certain that we’ll 
get a 20 percent increase.” 


nounced two weeks ago, will be 
tried out in several aircraft plants 
at first. If successful there, as they 
have been in some auto plants 
which have retained the incentive 
plan over the years, it is proposed 
to extend the program to all war 
plants 


* * * 


Incentive Pay Plan 


Used at Murray 
ECORSE, Mich.—An incentive 
system awarding Murray Corp.’s 


Order 


production workers here in- 
creased wages for increased pro- 
duction over and above “normal,” 
has been put into operation. and 
Local 2 has assumed responsi- 
bility for successful installation 
of the plan under which, records 
show, employes are earning 25 
percent over hourly rates. 

The Murray incentive system 
is unique in the operation of in- 
dustrial incentive systems in that 
each worker knows every step in 
the procedure by which time 
study establishes “normal, stand- 
ard performances.” 


* * * 


Hobbs Anti-Racket Bill 


Awaits Senate Action 


DETROIT.—Slow action is ex- 
pected in the National Senate on 
the Hobbs anti-racketeering bill, 
which passed the House 270 to 107 
last week, after modification to ap- 
pease unions somewhat. 

The measure amends a 1934 anti- 
racketeering act by providing pen- 
alties of not more than 20 years’ 
imprisonment and not more than 
a $10,000 fine for interference with 
interstate commerce by robbery or 
extortion, or interference during 
war with the transportation of 
troops, munitions, mail, etc., in 
interstate and foreign commerce. 

* * * 


Nelson OK’s Vacations 


For War Workers 


WASHINGTON.—Chairman Don- 
ald M. Nelson, of the War Produc- 
tion Board, last week said, “I be- 
lieve that the granting of vacations 
to industrial workers this year will 
be helpful to war production. Ex- 
perience has shown that the vol- 
ume of production is increased if 
the workers can restore their ener- 
gies through periods of physical 
and mental rest, change and re- 
laxation, After a brief vacation a 
worker should be in better shape 
to contribute to the increased ef- 
fort which our war program makes 
necessary. 

“But it must be realized that our 
war production goals this year are 
nearly twice the size of last year’s. 
Wartime vacations must be planned 
so as to avoid interruption of 
working schedules. 


PRAISE FOR RECORD. William T. Hedlund, president of Elastic Stop 


Nut Corp., congratulates his i 
Lin 


production record set by the den 


manufacturing executives on the all-time 


(N. J.) plant of the company. The 


previous highest daily output of the self-locking device was topped by more 


than a million nuts, and 
percent above previous levels. 
tendent; D. C. Andress, 
superintendent; Hedlund (seated), 
M. C. Lucy, chief process inspector. 


works manager; 
M. 


roduction for the week was approximately 25 
Left to right, 


W. F. Moore, shop superin- 
A. Sandwall, assistant shop 
production manager; and 


E. 
Brenner, 


DETROIT. — Disregarding Presi- 
dent Roosevelt’s “hold-the-line” 
order, UAW-CIO last week notified 
General Motors Corp. of its desire 
to reopen negotiations on present 
wage standards. 

Walter Reuther, UAW vice-presi- 


Stout Working 
On Helicopter 
For Vultee 


DETROIT. — Bill Stout, veteran 
auto and aeronautical engineer, 
revealed last week that under the 

aegis of Consoli- 

dated Vultee Air- 

craft Corp., he is 

working ona 

helicopter plane 

for both military 

and postwar use. 

Stout, who af- 

filiated his re- 

search labora- 

tories in Dear- 

“eg? born with Con- 

ees solidated some 

Bill Stout time ago, said “it 

is our intention 

to develop the Model T air vehicle, 
a two-seater helicopter.” 

Stout’s laboratories for some time 
have been supplying parts and 
small assemblies for the helicopters 
which Sikorsky Aircraft division of 
United Aircraft has been making 
for the Army. Stout said his newest 
connection would not interfer with 
the Sikorsky contracts. 

He said that he is also further 
developing his Skycar, a roadable 
airplane which would permit its 
owner to drive on roads and fly 
in the air by attaching wings. 


War Expenditures 
By U. S. Top 7 
Billion in March 


WASHINGTON. — War expendi- 
tures by the United States govern- 
ment reached a new high of $7,112,- 
000,000 in March. This was $1,031,- 
000,000, or 17 percent higher than 
in February. 

The previous high for monthly 
war expenditures, January, 1943, 
was exceeded by 13.7 percent, or 
$858,000,000. 

The average daily rate of ex- 
penditures in March was $263,400,- 
000 compared with $253,400,000 in 
February, an increase of 4 percent. 
The daily rate is based on the 27 
days in March and the 24 days in 
February on which checks were 
cleared by the Treasury. 

From July, 1940, through March, 
1943, the United States government 
disbursed $87,700,000,000 for war 
purposes. 


Steel Plate Output 
At All-Time High 


WASHINGTON.—Hiland G. Bat- 
cheller, director of the WPB Steel 
division, announced last week that 
steel plate production in March 
reached an all-time high. 

Total shipments by all types of 
mills last month were 1,167,679 net 
tons, compared with previous 
record of 1,135,413 net tons shipped 
in January, 1943. March figure 
compares with shipments of 1,072,- 
001 net tons in February, 1943, and 
878,726 net tons in March, 1942, 


DPC Doubles Contract 


On Ford P&W Engines 

WASHINGTON. — Defense 
Plant Corp. last week an- 
nounced an increase of 34 mil- 
lion dollars in its contract with 
Ford Motor Co. The increase 
brings DPC’s total commitment 
with Ford to 68 million. 

Ford officials said that the 
funds are to be used to spread 
the manufacture of Pratt-Whit- 
ney engine parts. Plants will be 
made available in Michigan, 
Missouri, Tennessee, Ohio and 
New York, effecting changes at 
the Highland Park and Rouge 
engine divisions. 


dent and director for UAW’s GM 
locals, said the union’s intentions 
are: 

To seek a 1943 vacation allowance 
clause, and 

To seek establishment of an in- 
dustry-wide wage agreement on the 
basis of equal pay for equal work. 

The union asked for new negotia- 
tions under a clause in its contract 
with the corporation, signed Oct. 
19, 1942, which provides that the 
wages question may be reopened 
for negotiation six months after 
Oct. 5, 1942. 

“The government cannot justify 
or continue a wage policy that pays 
Citizen Jones 15 or 20 cents an hour 
more than it pays Citizen Smith for 
doing the same work, on the same 
job, on the same tank or plane, for 
the same government,” Reuther 
said. 

“Machinery must be created to 
facilitate the establishment of in- 
dustry-wide wage agreements based 
on a sound principal of equal pay 
for equal work.” 

He said the introduction of incen- 
tive payment plans as proposed by 
Donald M. Nelson, chairman of the 
War Production Board, is not the 
answer to these wage inequalities, 
nor are such incentive plans a 
magic formula for increasing pro- 
duction. 


Chevrolet Gets 
E’s For Three 
P&W Plants 


DETROIT.—Notification of the 
awarding of an Army-Navy E pro- 
duction award to its three plants 
in the Buffalo area, engaged in the 
manufacture of Pratt & Whitney 
aircraft engines, was received here 
(Wednesday) by Chevrolet, M. E. 
Coyle, general manager, announced. 

The triple award, made “for out- 
standing performance in the pro- 
duction of war material,” will be 
made formally in Buffalo by repre- 
sentatives of the armed forces, for 
whom Chevrolet has been in vol- 
ume production on bomber and 
cargo-type P&W engines. 

While the award is presented 


specifically to the plants in the}. 


Buffalo area, Coyle pointed out, it 
is, in effect, shared by 12 Chevro- 
let units including several in the 
Midwest which produce parts and 
sub-assemblies. 


Packard Workers 


Winners ain 


DETROIT.—“Firsts” in various 
divisions of war production honors 
were scored by 18 Packard war 
workers in the latest list of 157 
awards, just announced by War 
Production Drive headquarters in 
Washington. Their suggestions to 
improve and increase production 
won national recognition. 

The 18 employes are the first 
group from any war plant to re- 
ceive so many awards at one time. 
Together with 34 previously pre- 
sented to fellow workers, the new 
total continues Packard’s first 
place in honors granted for out- 
standing work. 


THE SECOND PLANT of Continental Motors to 
at ceremonies in Muskegon, Mich. 
tives of the two services paid tribute to management and workers 
outstanding production of air-cooled engines for light tanks. 
C. J. Reese, president, Continents’ soteees Lieut. E. H. Ocker, USNR., resi 

uskegon; 
Maj. Nelson W. McCormick, chief, Security division 
Detroit Ordnance district; Capt. James Vernor jr.; Lieut. Col. : 


E Award was honored Apr. 8 


inspector of Naval material 
inspector, Muskegon; 


Atkins 


special assistant to chief, 
district; 


@@ @ 
Army-Navy E 


Given to Second 
Continental Plant 


MUSKEGON, Mich.—A _ second 
plant of Continental Motors—th 
Muskegon plant—has now joined 
the select two percent of war 
plants qualifying for the Army 
Navy E Award. The flag and pin 
symbolizing the honor were pre- 
sented Apr. 8 at ceremonies here 
which labor and managemen 
pledged continuance of their team- 
work, while representatives of th 
armed forces paid tribute to the 
job already done. 

The plant’s record not only as 8 
producer of goods for war but as 
a pioneer in the development q 
these goods—radial air-cooled en- 
gines for light tanks—was sketched 
by Maj. Nelson W. McCormic 
chief of the security division, De- 
troit Ordnance district. The “grand- 
father” of present-day tanks, 
highly successful in Africa, was a 


Try | 


CONTINENTAL’s 
Reese, praised workers, 
for greater effort. 


Continental-powered tank built 
more than 10 years ago, he pointe 
out. 


The other speakers were John C 
Beukema, secretary-manager of th 
Muskegon chamber of commerce 
and chairman of the meeting; C. 
Reese, president of Continental Md 
tors, and A. Bert Coxhill, president 
Local 113, UAW-CIO. Both Reeag 
and Coxhill appealed for still mo 
energetic effort on the production 
front. 

Continental’s Detroit plant, whick 
received the award last August, has 
been given a star for continued e% 


resident, C. J. 
called for 


cellence, it was announced, 


ualify for the Army-Navy 
Represen 


fé 
ht, 


Left to ri 


Ensign H. 8S. Neale, USNR, co 


Norman 


Industrial division, Detroit Ordnan¢ 
- Bert Coxhill, president, Local 113, UAW-CIO. 
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AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, APRIL 19 


By John 0. Munn 


Dealers’ of salesmen’s comments, questions or requests may be 


addressed to John O. 


Munn In care of Automotive News, Detroit, 


and the writer’s name will be kept In confidence if requested. 


HE trade press has occasionally 
mentioned postwar cars. The 
bublic press has had considerable 
to say in feature articles, with 
lustrations and prophesies on 
Pars to come. 
A dealer takes trade papers to 
; for their part in talking 
about our product of the future, 
and because his letter is signifi- 
rant and is from a dealer much 
respected and with much experi- 
ence, I am quoting him directly: 


s* *¢ # 
et’s Complete 


he Job 
HAVE just read your recent 
remarks and I wonder, The 
pen-and-ink artists have been very 
beral in designing and marketing 
e mythical postwar automobile. 
It will weigh practically nothing, 
will be beautiful as an artist’s 
iream, and will go 100 miles on 
practically no gasoline, Let us 
make it a complete job and include 
t as part of the package to be 
furnished at government expense, 
ong with the rest of the benefac- 
tions prescribed by the National 
Resources Planning Board. 
“Seriously, I know you intend 
to be factual, but I wonder if 
there is a factual basis for some 
parts of this Utopian picture to 
which you apparently give as- 
sent. You speak of ‘new designs 
weighing one-third to one-half 
less.” I wonder if you are not be- 
ng carried away by the impetus 
of these postwar planners who 
never had to design, build or 
sell an automobile, but who are 
good at drawing pictures. 


Radical Reversal 


Of Trend? 
CANNOT help wondering if 
there is any sound basis for 
predicting that new automobiles of 
omparable carrying capacity will 
weigh anything like one-third less. 
The trend of design has always 
heen in the other direction. Every 
car you can think of—Plymouth, 
hevrolet, Ford — started with 
models weighing much less than 
their more recent production. From 
ear to year they have been made 
heavier, because experience and 
ncreasing speed potential have in- 
reased the necessity for stability. 
Just what has happened that would 
ause a radical reversal of this 
end? 

“There is much talk about mo- 
tors with less displacement and 
therefore much lighter motors 
utilizing different and weight- 
saving materials, Just what ma- 
terials? Have they found a sub- 
stitute for cast iron for the 
cylinder blocks? If the much 
smaller motor packs something 
like the same power, will it not 
require for stability a crankshaft 
just as heavy? Will the impact 
on the bearings be any less, or 
justify smaller bearings if the 
firing power of the cylinders is 
maintained by the use of high- 
octaine gas? Is not much of the 
ballyhoo about the wonders of 
the postwar car based on the use 
of 100 octane? If so, do you 
surmise that the demand for 100 
octane will be so large and so 
immediate as to justify a coun- 
try-wide filling station setup that 
yould provide the necessary re- 
fueling bases? 7 


ites Other 


‘Sure Things’ 
THINK I am by nature con- 
servative, and I may be sitting 
pere oblivious to what is going on 
Around me. If so, I should wake 
up and try to orient myself. On 
he other hand, I have seen a lot 
of things come and go in this busi- 
ness. These include the high- 
heeled or buggy type which was 
supposed to be the antidote for 
uddy roads; the friction drive 
hich gave an unlimited selection 
of speeds without the use of a 
year transmission; the front-wheel 
Hrive which was going to be 


adopted by everybody after Cord 
had showed the way. I have seen 
a lot of these prospective revolu- 
tions come and go, and I am a 
little skeptical about the one now 
assumed to be in the making. 
Certainly I expect the research and 
engineering which have been tre- 
mendously accelerated under war 
conditions to be reflected in auto- 
mobile design, but I am not one of 
those who anticipates developments 
which will overnight make our 
present transportation obsolete. 

“I hope I have no pride of 
opinion in this matter. If these 
artist’s model cars are going to 
sweep the market immediately 
after the fighting stops, I should 
be getting ready to clean house 
and let the junk man have the 
junk and start from scratch with 
the new and wonderful. I am not 
yet convinced that this is going 
to happen, I think the second 
series of postwar automobiles 
may show a lot of innovations, 
but I would like to make a little 
bet that cars of comparable 
carrying capacity will not weigh 
one-third less than current 
models in any short period after 
the war, I am not an engineer, 
and I would not dispute the 
assertion that 100-octane gas will 
deliver a given amount of power 
from considerably smaller cylin- 
der displacement, but if this is 
theoretically possible, is it prac- 
tical? What will 100-octane gas 
cost, and will it be universally 
available? Or will this be like 
the good roads and the automo- 
bile which had to be developed 
concurrently over a long period 
of years? In other words, John, 
is it possible that a man of your 
wide observation and experience 
could be allowing his enthusiasm 
run away from what his judg- 
ment based on experience tells 
him? If I am wrong, wish you 
would set me right. In the mean- 
time, I cannot get much excited 
about the immediate impact these 
new and wonderful cars are go- 
ing to make on our civilization.— 
A. H. Jones, A, H. Jones Co. 
(Chrysler), Hastings, Nebr.” 

* *« * 
Keeping Name 
Before Public 
RECENTLY received a letter, 
too, from our old friend, A. B. 
Smith, Chevrolet dealer in Port- 
land, Ore. That city is going 
through some unusual changes on 
account of war activity and his 
letter has more than usual signifi- 
eance. It follows: 

“War and war activities make 
great changes in the citizens of 
your community. Old ones go, 
new ones come in; some cities 
decrease, and others increase in 
population. In view of this, I feel 
the importance of a good adver- 
tising campaign to keep your 
name before the old citizens and 
to capitalize upon the new ones 
in the postwar period. 


Gives Credit 
To NADA 


_ have been as busy as we 

could be, Our profits are 
greater than they were in the 
heydays of 1936 and ’37, for which 
we give credit to NADA. The wise 
dealer is going to hold onto what 
little of this profit is left, after 
paying his taxes, to carry him over 
the time ahead of us, when our 
merchandise will be gone and can- 
not be replaced. As I see it, we 
will have two years of considerable 
loss, as this war is not going to 
be terminated, and we'll be back 
into production, as soon as a lot of 
these writers are trying to im- 
press us it will be. 

“In Automotive News, I see 
some of the dealers are stating 
that the rationing regulations are 
too strict, and want them to be 
liberalized. Here in our city, our 
fight is to hold onto some of the 
cars We have. Ever since ration- 
ing started, they have been going 

(Continued on Page 39, Col. 1) 


Car’s List Price Guides 


Hard-Topped Sales 

WASHIN' IN.—The manu- 
facturer’s list price, not the 
local retail price, is the measure 
which must be used in sorting 
out the hard-topped cars that 
are available under rationing to 
drivers eligible for cars priced 
over $1,500, OPA has ruled. 

It was emphasized that the 
list price to be used is the one 
contained in Revised Price 
Schedule No, 85. 


Chicago Sees 
Shortage of 
Used Cars 


CHICAGO.—As a result of a 
telephone survey last week among 
40 Cook County dealers represent- 
ing 13 makes of cars, Chicago Au- 
tomobile Trade Assn. uncovered 
significant findings which led it 
to the conclusion that a used car 
shortage is threatened in the met- 
ropolitan Chicago district. 

Sharply improved demand for 
used cars, for instance, has been 
attended by a decrease in trade- 
ins. Dealers reported that 38 per- 
cent of their deals involved no 
trades. Wholesaling to out-of-town 
dealers was also on the rise. 

“Most dealers reported that 
they had been b some cars 
from individuals but it was be- 
coming increasingly difficult in 
the past two weeks to purchase 
cars, as many draftees are selling 
their cars directly to friends and 
relatives,” the association stated. 

A breakdown of used car demand 
showed that 62 percent of the 
dealers said 39’s, 40’s and 41’s were 
most favored, while 25 percent 
stated that the heaviest demand 
was for any model in the $500-$600 
price range. Only 10 percent found 
the demand best for older models 
which, they added, were hard to 
get. 

Prices were declared to be up 
from 10 to 20 percent over normal, 
with wholesale prices also consid- 
erably higher than normal. Even 
new cars to a record degree are 
being sold on a “clean deal” basis 
because, the CATA explains, “the 
used car in many cases is sold by 
the customer after the dealer has 
appraised it.” 

The answer on the trend toward 
selling used cars at wholesale is 
that dealers engaging in this prac- 
tice “do not have the help to re- 
condition them.” 


San Antonio’s Dealers 


Elect Freeman 

SAN ANTONIO.—Joe Freeman, 
Milam Chevrolet Co., was elected 
president of San Antonio Automo- 
bile Trade Assn. here last week. 
He succeeds E. A. Kinsel, Kinsel- 


Robinson Motor Co. (Mercury, 
Lincoln-Zephyr). Elected to serve 
with Freeman were O. R. Mitchell, 
O. R. Mitchell Motors (DeSoto- 
Dodge-Plymouth distributor) vice- 
president; and James J. Jordan, 
Jordan-Ivers Motor Co. (Ford), 
treasurer. J. T, Simmons continues 
as executive secretary. 

Directors elected are Frank Gil- 
lespie, Herpel-Gillespie, (Ford); 
Ward Orsinger, Orsinger Motor Co. 
(Hudson); and George Stableford, 
Mission City Pontiac Co. 
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Give Lowdown on U. C. Margins... 


Phila. Dealers Assail 


Profit Story 


Special to Automotive News 

PHILADEPHIA. — A _ realistic 
picture of the narrow profit mar- 
gins under which local dealers op- 

erate was painted 
last week by Mar- 
tin Bury, presi- 
dent of Philadel- 
phia Automobile 
Trade Assn., in a 
letter to the pub- 
lisher of the 
Philadelphia Rec- 
ord, nailing as a 
“most exagger- 
ated statement” a 
story detailing 
Martin Bury dealers’ alleged 
earnings and 
branding the item as “an injustice 
to the automotive industry.” 

The Record’s story was head- 
lined “Used Car Jackpot Hit By 
Dealers Here as West Starts Wave 
of Buying.” It said that local 
dealers “are having the biggest 
boom in history,” buying 1939 cars 
of smaller models for $375 or $400 
and selling them to out-of-town 
dealers for $600. 

Bury revealed that PATA had 
received a “flood of complaints” 
about the article from dealers and 
had initiated a survey to determine 
how inaccurate the story was 

“Our study reveals,” he wrote 
“that the average gross profit 
realized by a dealer who buys 
cars from the public and then 
sells them to other dealers is ap- 
proximately $65 per car. Out of 
this $65 the dealer in many cases 
pays both buying and selling 
commissions, insures the car 
while it is in his possession, 
washes and polishes it, frequent- 
ly makes minor repairs, pays for 
the transfer of title and does all 
of the other similar but nonethe- 
less expensive items which only a 
practical automobile man knows 
about. 

“The net profit remaining to the 
dealer on these transactions, after 
payment of these expenses, is sel- 
dom more than $25 or $30, and 
most dealers have a fixed overhead 
already reduced to an irreducible 
minimum of approximately that 
much money per car handled.” 

Referring to the Record story’s 
implication that dealers’ profits 
range from $200 to $300, Bury said: 
“There may be an occasional, iso- 
lated case where, because of the 
demand for a given automobile, 
such profits are made. But we state, 
without fear of contraction, that 
such cases are not more than one 
out of every thousand sales.” 

“We respectfully call your atten- 
tion to the fact that the automobile 
dealers were hit first, hardest and 
oftenest by the restrictions brought 
on when the United States entered 
the war,” Bury continued. “Un- 
complainingly they went through 
the first year of the war, in many 
cases losing major portions of their 
capital investment through their 
desire to stay in business and be of 
service in the transportation needs 
of the country at war. 

“In the scrap metal drives and 
the rubber drives they excelled 
in their efforts to cooperate with 
the government. During the 


March Car Sales Up Sharply... 


Still No Dealer Mortality 
Noted in San Antonio 


Special to Automotive News 

Ss. ANTONIO.—New car sales 
in March, as reported by the dealer- 
members of the San Antonio Auto- 
mobile Trade Assn., amply reflected 
the reaction to the liberalized rules 
effecting such sales. 

The report shows sales of 144 
cars, 11 trucks and 6 commercial 
units, for a total of 153, as com- 
pared with 64 for February, and 
95 for March, 1942. The report 
follows: 

Buick, 16; Cadillac, 3; Chevrolet, 
25 (and 2 trucks); Chrysler, 5; 
De Soto, 3; Dodge, 14; Ford, 14 
(and 1 truck); GMC Truck, 6; 
Hudson, 3; IHC Truck, 2 (and 4 
commercial units); Mercury, 1; 
Nash, 5; Oldsmobile, 3; Packard, 5; 


Plymouth, 17; Pontiac, 14 ;and, 
Studebaker, 8. Totals: 136 cars, 11! 
trucks, and 6 commercial units, for 
a total of 153. i 


In addition there were registra- 
tions by out-of-county dealers of 
five Fords, one Hudson, one Mer- 
cury, and one Studebaker, making, 
the grand total 161 units. | 


It is indicative of the good man-' 
agement and judgment of the San 
Antonio dealers that, as this coun- 
try rounds out its sixteenth month’ 
in the present crisis, every dealer, ! 
including the associate dealers, are’ 
still doing business and reporting 


good activities. There are 20 deal-! 


ers and associates doing business 
in this city. 


pleasure-driving ban they quietly 
accepted the decisions of OPA 
and sat back while the bottom 
fell out of their business. We 
have any number of members of 
this association who did not sell 
a single motor car, new or used, 
during February, 1943. The auto- 
mobile dealers are a commend- 
able group, whether you are pre- 
pared to admit it or not. In a 
nation that fell short of the goal 
set by the Red Cross War Fund 
Campaign and, in a city which 
even now has only collected 75 
percent of its goal, the automo- 
tive group had passed 180 per- 
cent of its quota on the last day 
of March. 

“We submit, therefore, that 
articles such as the one under dis- 
cussion are not only misleading to 
the public but are detrimental to 
the best interests of a very patri- 
otic group of men who, only inci- 
dentally, are also your customers. 
This letter is written in the hope 
that your editors will be instructed 
to be more careful of the accuracy 
of their figures and the repercus- 
sion of their statements when con- 
sidering articles similar to this one 
in the future.” 


New Car Sales 
Continue Gain 


In Cleveland 


CLEVELAND. — Retail sales of 
new cars during March in Cuya- 
hoga county totaled 344, compared 
with 491 in the same month last 
year, according to certificates of 
title filed with County Clerk Leon- 
ard F. Fuerst. Sales in February 
were 125. 

Commercial vehicle sales totaled 
38 in March, compared with 71 a 
year ago, while used car sales 
reached 11,157 as compared with 
14,320 in March, 1942. Truck sales 
in February were 26, while used 
car sales in the same month totaled 
5,303. 

New car sales in March by 
makes are listed by the Cleveland 
Automotive Trade Assn. as follows: 

Buick 37; Chevrolet 64; Chrysler 
12; Crosley 1; De Soto 10; Dodge 
16; Ford 18; Lincoln 2; Mercury 4; 
Nash 6; Oldsmobile 21; Packard 
6; Plymouth 120; Pontiac 13; Stude- 
baker 12; Willys 2. 


N. J. Dealer Loses 
Jobless Fund Fight 


TRENTON, N. J.—New Jersey’s 
statutory requirement that em- 
ployers of eight or more workers 
contribute to the unemployment 
compensation fund, does not violate 
the federal constitution, according 
to a decision handed down here by 
the state supreme court. 

The ruling was the result of a 
court review of an Unemployment 
that Wiley Motors, Inc., of New 
Compensation Commission ruling 
Brunswick and Perth Amboy, and 
the New Jersey Fulgent, of Me- 
tuchen, were employers under UCC 
jurisdiction. The two _ concerns, 
which were affiliated, sought a 
$1,025 refund in payments made 
under protest to the UCC during 
the years 1936-39, inclusive, and 
argued the UCC regulations were 
unconstitutional. 

The court held that the state 
UCC laws did not violate the 14th 
Amendment to the federal consti- 
tution, which provides that no state 
should deprive any person of prop- 


‘erty without due process of law 


or abridge the privileges or im- 
munities of citizens of the United 
States. 


Lieut. Carl Heussy Killed 


As Plane Crashes 


SEATTLE.—Lieut. (j.g.) Carl R. 
Heussy, 37, until last July execu- 
tive-secretary of Washington Auto- 
motive Trade Assn. and the Seattle 
Automobile Dealers Assn., died 
April 7 shortly after his Coast 
Guard plane on patrol duty, crashed 
in the Olympic mountains. Three 
other occupants, all in the Coast 
Guard service, also met death. 
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AUTOMOTIVE OUR PLEDGE 

One sacred pledge we make our friends here and 
now. This publication, God willing and so long as 
it is in our charge, will never champion the cause 
of any individual or any corporation which is not 
for the best interests of the automotive industry as 
a whole. Nor will its columns be used to spread 
gossip or inflame prejudice. It will confine itself to 
the upbuilding of the industry it is pledged to serve, 
wholly through the dissemination of NEWS which 
is timely, authentic and of value—(AN 6-10-1933). 


Why the Opposition? 

7 spite of the fact that President Roosevelt has permitted 

the War Production Board to introduce the incentive 
wage plan as the basis of getting greater production needed 
in the aircraft industry, and that Charles E. Wilson, 
executive vice-chairman of the WPB, has officially announced 
that one of the worst aluminum production bottlenecks has 
been broken through the introduction of the incentive plan, 
the executive board of the UAW still allows itself to go on 
record as being opposed to this commonsense method of 
solving our critical manpower problem. 


Is it because these men know just how bad hour-rate 
workers’ production will show up in comparison, and there 
fore fear the wrath of their own membership when the 
record can be told? 


Or is it because they feel, like John L. Lewis, that their 
interests are greater than the needs of the nation? 

Everyone concedes that prices and wages must be 
frozen if inflation is to be held in check. 

That does not mean that vital production must also be 
frozen just because skilled manpower will continue to lessen 
in numbers as the draft for the armed forces rolls up this 
year and next—if there is a way in which greater production 
can be obtained from the same machines and number of 
operators, without increasing the cost per piece of work. 

Even John L. Lewis’ coal miners could, without doubt, 
each make their extra two dollars a day without raising 
the cost of coal one cent per ton if they mined on the 
basis of so much per ton. The automotive industry knows 
from experience that production from the same crews in- 
creases from 25 to 50 percent just as soon as the incentive 
wage plan is adopted in a plant. 

If these labor dictators won’t allow their membership to 
play fair with the public as a nation in times of war, what 
can the public expect after the war? 


Blow to Share-Riders 


SUPREME court decision, handed down in the Ohio 

courts recently, may have serious results for thousands 
of working Americans who have followed OPA’s share-the- 
ride program and have not covered themselves with 
insurance to meet this situation. 

The Ohio supreme court found that share-the-ride car 
owners are liable in case of injury to fellow workers who 
are their passengers. This decision is a reversal of an 
opinion handed down by the Cuyhoga County (O.) court, 
which had held that share-the-ride car owners were not 
liable in instances of “wanton misconduct.” 

Many insurance contracts, it is understood, relieve the 
insurance companies of liability when automobiles are 
operated for hire, and any ride-sharing agreement that 
permits the riders to help defray the expenses of the car 
owner are classified as being operated for hire. 

Of course, it is only right that the government body 
that started the movement should quickly make arrange- 
ments with the insurance companies to provide a rider 
clause that will relieve the car owner from such responsi- 
bility at a moderate fee, if any, but in the meantime car 
dealers can do their ride-sharing owners a great favor by 
calling this decision to the attention of their customers. 


E. F. HOUGHTON & CO. 
307 West Lehigh Avenue 
Philadelphia 


Automotive News 
Detroit. 


April 7, 1943 


Dear Sir: 


We are returning your invoice for $12 for 
listing in the annual Automotive News 
Almanac and subscription to Automotive 
News which was explained in your letter of 
April 5th. We would not be interested in 
this directory advertising as there is ne 
longer any automotive industry. 


Yours very truly 


E. F. HOUGHTON & CO. 
D. C. Miner, Manager 
Advertising Department 


NCE upon a time, 50 years or 

so ago, a letter was receivea 
just prior to Christmas by the 
editor of the New York Sun writ- 
ten in a child’s faltering hand and 
blurred by a tear or two that had 
dropped from a child’s quivering 
eyelids. It was destined to immor- 
tality and has been reprinted, to- 
gether with the inspired reply of a 
now anonymous editor, probably 
more times than anything else ever 
written by an American, excepting 
perhaps, Lincoln’s Gettysburg ad- 
dress. The child’s letter asked the 
great editor if it were true that 
there was no Santa Claus. The 
editor replied, and rightly, that 
there certainly was a Santa Claus 
and that he lived in the hearts of 
all men and would, he hoped, in 
all the years to come! 

*» * #* 


Were we up to it, our reply to 
this correspondent would reach 
the same heights of eloquence but 
knowing our shortcomings, we have 
no such egotistical hopes. However, 
we see in this epistle a frank, if 
not too diplomatic, disclosure of a 
line of reasoning which we know 
has existed in the minds of a good 
many folks ever since Pearl Har- 
bor. In fact, for quite a long while 
last year, it seemed to us as if 
some of the powers-that-be in 
Washington were actually bent up- 
on seeing to it that there would be 
no automobile industry after this 
war. But to reply to the challenge: 

*- * * 


While we are not familiar with 
the location of West Lehigh Avenue 
in Philadelphia, we have an idea 
that if Mr. Miner will walk only 
to his front office windows, he will 
have demonstrated before his very 
eyes that there still is an automo- 
tive industry. At least, the last 
time we were on Broad and Chest- 
nut Streets, there were lines of 
automobiles, trucks, busses, and 
taxicabs passing in seemingly end- 
less procession. And were we sure 
our correspondent ever leaves the 
luxurious quiet of his office, we be- 
lieve he would discover that this 
condition is duplicated in every city, 
town and hamlet from Key West, 
Florida to Nome, Alaska, and from 
Portland, Maine to the Mexican 
border—some 25,000,000 motor ve- 
hicles still in daily operation, not 
including the hundreds of thous- 
ands employed by the military 
services. 

*- * * 


These rubber-tired vehicles are 
literally the red corpuscles of 
American business and social life 
whether in a peace or war time 
economy. To lose even part of this 
rolling life-blood would make Uncle 
Sam an anemic, bed-ridden invalid 
totally incapable of winning any 
war. What some misguided souls, 
like Mr. Miner, do not seem to 
understand, is that each of these 
vehicles is in itself an intricate 
piece of machinery which requires 
constant servicing to continue in 
operation. In the 12 months follow- 
ing Pearl Harbor, we estimate that 
not less than one and one half bil- 
lion dollars was spent in servicing 
America’s motorized transportation 
equipment—a total in dollars which 
should make even a Philadelphian 
sit-up and stretch! 

- : e 

Of course, if we were to bliss- 
fully accept Mr. Miner’s statement 
at face value, we would not only 
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“ SEEN’ AS ITS FOR THE ARMED FORCES- ILL LET YOU HAVE 


IT AT A 10% Drscountr! 


n This Corner 


” 


‘’m Disturbed ....... 


The views expressed in 
Anonymous contributions will 
be observed upon request. 


Trucks 


Epitor’s Note: The following 
letter was addressed the WPB’s 
Automotive division: 


We have some 30 new trucks in 
stock but have been unable to dis- 
pose of them at retail because we 
have not been able to obtain re- 
leases. 

In view of the information re- 
cently released by your department, 
to the effect that certain trucks in 
stock throughout the country are 
“earmarked” for the Army, Navy 
and Maritime Commissions, we are 
interested in knowing if our trucks 
are not among this group. This 


may be the explanation why we 


have to fold-up this trade “news- 
paper of the industry” but we 
would have to advise some forty 
thousand automobile dealers and 
upwards of 150,000 service stations 
from coast-to-coast that the busi- 
ness in which they were engaged 
actually no longer exists. Then too, 
our announcement would probably 
greatly surprise Messrs. Fords, Kel- 
ler, Hoffman, Mason, etc., who it 
seems, are going along on the false 
assumption that once this war is 
won, (largely thanks to their amaz- 
ing production of war materials) 
they will have to scrap their unani- 
mous opinion that there will prob- 
ably be an immediate market for 
no fewer than 11,000,000 new motor 
vehicles! 
* * * 

For years we have included the 
E. F. Houghton Co. of Philadelphia 
in our listings in the annual Al- 
manacs, laboring I presume under 
the assumption that because this 
company made metal, textile and 
industrial products, including me- 
chanical leathers, they were inter- 
ested in and of interest to, the 
automotive industry which is the 
largest single buyer of all of these 
items. Their corporate title, its 
products and personnel, we can as- 
sure Mr. Miner, will not appear in 
our forthcoming Tenth edition of 
the Almanac to be mailed in June 
1943 because we heartily agree with 
him that it would be the height of 
extravagance to invest 12 dollars 
in directory advertising in a book 
which is patently edited and pro- 
duced for an industry which no 
longer exists. 

* * * 


In the West Indies, where voo- 
dooism is still practiced, the na- 
tives believe the dead can be 
called from their graves to do the 
work of their masters. Maybe that’s 
what we've been seeing going on 
in the automotive industry and we 
haven’t recognized it! Fellow Zom- 
bies, I salute you!—G.MS. 


this column are those of our readers. 
not be accepted but confidence will 


cannot obtain releases. As a matter 
of fact, releases sought for twa 
trucks sold to the U. S. Engineers 
were rejected. 

It seems to us it would be onl: 
fair and proper that we be notified 
if our trucks, or any portion there- 
of, are on this apparently “secret’ 
list, so we will make no further 
effort to sell them. 

We are also disturbed by repor 
in the press that the automobile 
plants will be called upon to pro 
duce 17,000 medium and heavy- 
duty trucks this year. Are we going 
to be obliged to carry our truc 
(many of which are of medium 
capacity) until the close of the war 
when they will be obsolete and 
shopworn, while these trucks are 
to be released? It seems illogical 
to authorize the building of 17,00 
more trucks when apparently there 
are some 82,000 vehicles now ir 
the hands of dealers—New Yors 
DEALER. 


Dealer Gas 


We are one of your subscribers 
and we would like some informa 
tion concerning allotment of gas to 
automobile dealers. 

We have a stock of 60 cars and 36 
trucks, all late models; 1939, 1940, 
1941 and 1942, and we are having 
difficulty obtaining gas for o 
needs. 

Can you give us any informatio 
as to how much gas automobile 
dealers are entitled to?—SamMugL 
Cramer, General Auto Sales, Nev 
Bedford, Mass. 


Epiror’s Note: According to 
OPA’s Special Rationing Form 
No. R552, a dealer is allowed a 
maximum of five gallons of gaso- 
line per month for every car and 
truck (new and used) in his in- 
ventory, if needed. Discretion is 
left to local rationing boards. 


Coming Events 


21-22—Des Moines (Hotel Fort Des 
Moines). Annual meeting of Iowa 
Automotive Dealers Assn. 


MAY 
5-6—Baltimore. Eastern conference 0 
American Assn. of Motor Vahicle 
Administrators. 
5-6—New York. (Hotel Pennsylvania) / 
SAE National Transportation and 
Maintenance meeting. 


JUNE ‘ 
2-3—Cleveland (Carter Hotel). SAE 
Diesel Engine and Fuels meeting. 
9-10—Detroit (Book-Cadillac). SAE Wa 
Materiel meeting. 
SEPTEMBER 
23-24—Milwaukee (Schroeder Hotel) 
SAE National Tractor meeting. 


30-Oct. 2—Los Angles (Biltmore). SAE 
National Aircraft Engineering and 
Production meeting. . 
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... People who give a damn- 


He arrwven in Pittsburgh pretty tired after 
three successive nights in a Pullman upper berth. 

The assignment was to find 12,000 valves, 
three weeks overdue. He took a bus out to the 
valve shop, found the order waiting for valve 
stems. By long distancing Bridgeport, Conn., he 
learned that stems would be sent Saturday; also 
that a pump factory in Pittsburgh had some. 

He sold the pump factory on loaning him 
some stems until Saturday, carried them back 
to the valve shop, got the shop manager to 
start men assembling valves. Dinners with the 
shipping clerks and two pints of rye, got the 
valves packed after dinner. He rode the truck to 
the express office, stood around until the valves 
were loaded on the car... Then to the William 
Penn for a good night’s sleep. 

The hotel had his reservation. Also a 
telegram . . . ““Soandso slipping. Urgent you be 
in Buffalo tomorrow.” .. . 

“Can I get a compartment, section, lower— 
anything but an upper—to Buffalo 
tonight?” 

The porter phoned, and waited, 
and argued. “Only uppers left on the 
midnight, sir,’ he said. 

George Enderby groaned, and sank the 
upper. On the way to the train gate, he looked 
over the newsstand. ““New American Magazine 
out! At least I’ll have something worth while 
reading tonight.” 

George Enderby used to be the star salesman 


for an electrical appliance distributor in 1941, 
made almost $20,000 that year. The distributor 
is out of business. His star salesman is now an 
‘‘expediter” for an armament company, at $100 

a week. His job is to break up bottlenccks, 
push production on urgent parts, find materials, 
speed up shipments. 

He uses all the psychology he ever knew, 
all the tact he ever had, on tough 
guards, over-worked plant managers, 
production men, machinists, railroad 
men. He has learned to find his way 
around dirty industrial districts, stock 
warchouses and rail yards. He has even learned 
to find his way around in Washington! 

Making sleeper jumps, living out of a suit- 
case, eating in cheap lunchrooms and factory 
cafeterias at all hours, his private life has become 
a fond memory and a future hope. With good 
luck, he spends every other weekend at home. 

Out in Winnetka, the upper floor of the 
Enderby house has been shut off all winter. Mrs. 
Enderby has learned to make one dollar do the 
work of four, is her own housekeeper and 
laundress, and now goes to the grocery herself 
rather than phoning. And the Enderby kids walk 
to school, have less spending money this year. 


So THE war is no picnic for the Enderbys. 
They saw it coming, felt it was inevitable and 
prepared themselves accordingly . . . And The 
American Magazine had much to do with their 


“IT AM A FLYING SNIPER” . . . by the anonymous 


twenty-three year old fighter pilot who has made more low-flying attacks on 


ground objectives than any other American flyer . . 


. A chapter of 
the war never told before . . . and something you'll remember 
for a long time .. . In the MAY issue, out now? 


THE CROWELL-COLLIER PUBLISHING COMPANY 


250 Park Avenue, New York City 


understanding, and acceptance of the changes. 

Like most of the readers of The American 
Magazine, the Enderbys are some of “‘the people 
who give feel that their stake in this 
country sacrifice, that their 
future is worth fighting for... 


” 
a damn”’, 
is worth some 


For such people, this magazine is planned, 
and produced, to tell intelligent Americans what 
they must know . . . exposing issues, interpreting 
current cvents, emphasizing valucs. 

That this editorial program was wanted, 
and works—is evident in the new status of this 
magazine. Readership has risen for every page, 
and every issuc. Circulation is up almost a half- 
million in two years. 

And the advertiser fortunate enough to be 
in its pages this year is getting more attention, 
more from the 
people who make opinion as well as sales . . . 
greater value than any other major magazine 
can offer! The evidence is in every issuc! 


interest, more acceptance, 


iM THE SERVICE OF THE MATION 


‘American 


Th - ae tenes re casaee 


WHAT WE'VE GOT To | FACE—by HARRY HOPKINS 
MY NEW PLANS FOR RATIONING AND PRICES 


ty PRENTISS BROWN, ora Adminstreter 
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Transportation Services 2-A... 


in Draft 


New Classes 


Are Set Up 


DETROIT. — Elimination of de- 
pendency as a cause for deferment 
for men with collateral dependents 
and wives only, except in the case 
of men necessary to and regularly 
engaged in agriculture or in cases 
where extreme hardship and pri- 
vation would result, was announced 
last week by Chairman Paul V. 
McNutt of the War Manpower 
Commission. 

Major points in the new program, 
as Outlined in memoranda to state 
directors by Maj. Gen. Lewis B. 
Hershey, director of Selective Serv- 
ice, included: 

Elimination of Class 3-B, the 

class heretofore used for classi- 
fication of men with bonafide de- 
pendents who were also engaged in 
activities essential to the support 
of the war effort. No registrant 
will be placed in this class here- 
after. 

Revision of Class 3-A, heretofore 

for men who had dependents 
but who were not engaged in an 
activity essential to the support of 
the war effort. Henceforth this 
class will be used for any registrant 
who maintains a bonafide family 
relationship with his child or chil- 
dren provided his status with re- 
gard to them was acquired prior 
to Dec. 8, 1941, with two exceptions: 
Registrants necessary to and regu- 
larly engaged in agriculture who 
have bona fide dependents will con- 
tinue to be placed in Class 3-C. 
Registrants who are in non-defer- 
rable activities or occupations de- 
signated as such by the War Man- 
power Commission, will be _ re- 
classified without reference to the 
fact that they have children. 

Creation of Class 3-D, a new 

class in which shall be placed 
any registrant not otherwise de- 
ferred if it is determined that his 
induction into the land or naval 
forces would result in extreme 
hardship and privation to a wife, 
child, or parent with whom he 
maintains a bonafide family re- 
lationship in his home and if, by 
reason of such determination, it is 
considered advisable that he be 
deferred. 

Elimination of the “imminence 

of selection” rule. However, as 
nas been the rule, dependents ac- 
quired on or after Dec. 8, 1941, will 
not be considered as a basis for 
deferment and any child born on 
or after Sept. 15, 1942, will be con- 
sidered as having been conceived 
on or after Dec. 8, 1941, and thus 
will not be considered as cause for 
deferment unless there is affirma- 
tive evidence of a medical charac- 
ter which clearly establishes that 
birth was delayed. 

Stabilization in Class 3-A, for 

any registrant with a child or 
children with whom he maintains 
a bonafide family relationship in 
their home, so that such registrants, 
placed in this class, shall not be 
considered for reclassification into 
a class available for military serv- 
ice or, if a conscientious objector, 
for work of national importance 
until such reclassification is ordered 
by the Director of Selective Serv- 
ice or a change in the registrant’s 
status occurs. 


Reiteration of previous orders 


on filling calls so that men who 
are finally classified in Class 1-A, 


HARRIS MOTOR CO., Pontiac dealership in St. 


available for military service; 
Class 1-A-O, available for non- 
combatant military service; or 
Class 4-E, conscientious objectors 
available for work of national im- 
portance, should be called for in- 
duction into military service or 
assigned to work of national im- 
portance insofar as possible, in the 
following order: 


Single men with no dependents, 
single men with collateral de- 
pendents, married men with wives 
only, and finally, men with chil- 
dren. 


After advising of the elimination 
of Class 3-B and creation of Class 
3-D, the memorandum directs that 
local boards shall immediately re- 
open and classify anew registrants 
now in Class 3-A who are no 
longer entitled to remain therein 
and also immediately reopen and 
classify anew all registrants now 
in Class 3-B. 


In such reclassifications, the 
memorandum instructs that the 
boards shall consider whether the 
registrant, according to Selective 
Service regulations, is entitled 
to be placed in Class 3-C by rea- 
son of his agricultural occupation 
or endeavor and dependents; to 
be placed or continued in Class 
8-A because of his family rela- 
tionship with his children; in 
Class 2-C because of agricultural 
occupation or endeavor alone; or 
in Class 2-A or Class 2-B by rea- 
son of his occupation in an 
activity essential to the support 
of the war effort or production. 

In this connection, Gen. Hershey 
pointed out that some registrants 
now in Class 3-A or Class 3-B may 
have had a change of dependency 
status and, while not entitled to 
the new dependency classifications, 
may be entitled to classification in 
Class 2-A, Class 2-B or Class 2-C 
by reason of their occupation. 

What is the difference between 
the occupational deferment classi- 
fications, Class 2-A, Class 2-B and 
Class 2-C, and for how long is a 
man deferred in each class? 

Class 2-A men are deferred be- 
cause they are deemed necessary 
to national health, safety or in- 
terest in their civilian occupa- 
tions—such as the medical, 
dental and other scientific pro- 
fessions, communications and 
TRANSPORTATIONS SERV- 
ICES, ete. Class 2-B men are key 
men in war production industries 
—such as munitions plants, air- 
plane factories, shipyards, etc. 
Class 2-C men are necessary men 
engaged in agricultural occupa- 
tion or endeavor essential to the 
war effort. 

Class 2-A and Class 2-B men 
are deferred only until they can 
be replaced by some person not 
liable for military service and for 

a period not longer than six 
months at one time. Class 2-C are 
deferred indefinitely by the _ so- 
called Tydings’ Amendment to the 
Selective Service Act—they cannot 
be iriducted into the military serv- 
ice as long as they are found neces- 
sary to and regularly engaged in 
an essential agricultural occupation 
or endeavor. 


For America’s Future—For Your 


Future—BUY WAR BONDS. 


Louis, has a complete 


Victory Garden growing in a section of its showroom. Lecturers and promoters 
of gardens are using the garden as an example of a well-laid out, well-cared-for 


garden, according 


to Pontiac Zone Manager Whit 


Ward, and the idea is 


attracting a great amount of attention from the general public. 


AO ae 


ROY BURNETT, West Coast DeSoto-Plymouth dealer, on a trip to see his 
naval-aviator son in Florida before he leaves for “over there,” stops off at 


Detroit. 
now being done in a DeSoto plant. 
sales, looks on. ; 


He hears from George Rumford, operating manager, about war work 
‘dene tt P L. G. Peed, vice-president in charge of 


Hufstader Lauds Dealers, 
Notes Low Mortality 


F LIN T.— Discussions of retail, 


and service operations with more 
than 600 dealers throughout the 
eastern area, 
were _ concluded 
last week by W. 
F. Hufstader, 
Buick general 
sales manager, 
who reported the 
dealers “have 
fully geared their 
businesses to the 
war economy and 
are operating ef- 
fectively with 
maximum contri- 
bution to the war 


W. F. Hufstader 


effort.” 


Praising the manner in which 
the problems of drastic curtailment 
in retail operations have been met, 
he said that the dealers have main- 
tained their businesses On an even 
keel and are performing a nation- 
wide maintenance service without 
which our system of private trans- 
portation would be severely threat- 
ened. 

Meetings in Buffalo, Boston, New 
York, Philadélphia and Washing- 
ton, concluded a nationwide sur- 
vey of the dealer organization in 
which 70 percent of the Buick re- 
tail outlets were represented, Huf- 
stader said. In the course of this 


Pipeline Plan 
May Relieve 
New England 


BOSTON.—New England motor- 
ists are now interested in a new 
plan to bring gasoline to that area. 
The situation has been serious and 
with the A books having to last 
four weeks, making each coupon 
worth only 1% gallons, the senators 
and congressmen are backing a 
drive started by AAA clubs for a 
Pipeline from Albany into Massa- 
chusetts, it was said. 


The plan has been given to the 
various heads of federal depart- 
ments and is being considered now. 
As outlined, gasoline would be sent 
on barges through the Great Lakes 
and the New York State Canal to 
Albany. The pipeline could connect 
at Springfield with Socony Vacuum 
line. Also, the line of Shell Co. that 
leaves Fall River and has two 
branches, one going to Worcester 
and the other just outside Boston. 
With those connections it would 
free many railroad cars to carry 
fuel oil. 


The promoters of the plan say 
if started soon, it could be finished 
before cold weather set in. 


Batt Gets Bok Award 


= . 

PHILADELPHIA.—William L. Batt. 
vice-chairman of the War Production 
Board and president of SKF Indus- 
tries, Inc., has been awarded the Bok 
Award—a medal and a $10,000 check— 
not only for service to the nation in 
leading industrial mobilization of the 
war, but as a citizen who performed 
the most distinguished service for 
Philadelphia in 1942. This award is the 
twenty-first since its inception by the 
late Edward Bok in 1921. 


Pete Wembhoff's 
offers news of advertising. 


program, designed to broaden the 
basis of factory-dealer relationship 
and ally dealers closely with the 
factory’s war production program, 
approximately 50 percent of the 
entire Buick dealer organization 
east of the Rocky Mountains have 
attended sessions at the plants, he 
said. 

At meetings in the eastern area, 
representing states most severely 
affected by gasoline rationing, deal- 
ers disclosed marked concentration 
on service activities, he declared. 
He commented that a substantial 
volume of service business in the 
east is coming from holders of B 
and C ration books, representing 
drivers in essential work, while 
sales of new cars under govern- 
ment regulations is substantially in 
this category and is in improved 
volume. 


The executive noted a large in- 
crease in the number of dealers 
who have taken over personal di- 
rection of their service and parts 
departments, having developed 
those departments to the point 
where they account for a major 
share of the business operation and 
afford the basis of sound operation 
of the dealership. 


He said there has been no more 
than normal withdrawal of dealer- 
ships, the rate comparing favorably 
with peacetime operations, and 
where dealerships have been dis- 
continued they have not in the 
main been replaced, thus enlarging 
the market for the existing or- 
ganization. 


Discussions included availability 
of service parts, and the necessity 
of continued emphasis on this 
phase of the dealer operation to 
maintain essential transportation 
on the highways, current OPA 
regulations with respect to the re- 
lease of new cars as well as service 
parts, used car operations, me- 
chanics training and material con- 
servation. 


Hufstader said there has been 
an increase in dealer participation 
in the salvage plan, now in its 
ninth month of operation on a 
nationwide basis, and that this will 
continue an important war func- 
tion of the dealers. Extensive con- 
version of dealers’ floor space as 
well as adaptable equipment to 
war production was reported. 


onl 


Dealer Survival 
Cheers Ahrens; 


Service Rises 


DETROIT.—Just returned from 
a trip that touched a dozen strate- 
gic retail markets, D. E. Ahrens, 
general sales 
manager of Cad- 
illac, last week 
expressed satis- 
faction over the 
manner in which 
dealers are wea- 
thering war-im- 
posed restrictions. 

“For several 
months we have 
been emphasizing 
that the automo- 
bile dealer’s chief pp, B. Ahrens 
hope of survival 
lies in a bigger service business § 
and a smaller overhead,” he re-— 
marked, “From what I _ have 
learned in conferences on this tour, 
our dealers have adopted the sug- 
gestions more earnestly than any 
previous factory program.” 


As substantiation for his confi- 
dence, Ahrens cited factory records 
that disclose his organization has 
lost less than one percent of its 
dealers since November. 


“Even more revealing on our 
maintenance of a strong force is 
the fact that the few dealers we 
lost accounted for only 1.3 percent 
of our 1941 volume,” he added. 

This year’s spring discussions 
with distributors and dealers were 
directed largely toward campaigns 
to push cars above the $2,500 mark, 
restrictions of which were recently 
lessened, and expansion of service 
business by impressing owners 
with the necessity for considering 
car maintenance on a “time” rather 
than a “mileage” basis. 


Nelson 


(Continued from Page 1) 


question,” said Nelson, “but the 
information on which his article 
was based is not true. The in- 
dustries listed in his story are 
those in which some study of 
concentration has been made. It 
is not a list for which concentra- 
tion is particularly practical or 
desirable, and it does not include 
many industries in which con- 
centration probably would be 
helpful. It is merely a prelimi- 
nary, incomplete study which was 
made last year and which is 
today a dead pigeon. 

“WPB has made a continuous 
study of concentration since its 
inception. The one inescapable con- , 
clusion from that study is that no 
formula or general plan for the 
concentration of a great number 
ot industries is possible. Each in- © 
dustry poses a particular problem, 
which is, in turn, closely related to 4 
Other industries and other prob- — 
lems. 

“Or, if industry were static, it 
would be possible to work out 
plans for a number of lines of 
production which would accom- 
plish the desirable ends of con- 
centration, namely, savings in 
manpower, transportation, fuel 
and the like. But the greatest 
single task of WPB is to keep 
our production lines fluid. We 
must be able to change almost 
overnight the kinds and quanti- 
ties of the weapons we deliver 
to our warriors and allies to 
meet the changing demands of 
war. Any concentration plan 
made three months ago would of 
necessity be out of date today.” 


LIEUT. GEN. William S. Knudsen and Army officers tour Cleveland 


Fourth Dimension| Graphite Bronze plant in Cleveland. 


Here Gen. Knudsen confers with 


Ben F. Hopkins, president of Cleveland Graphite Bronze Co. 
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New Shortcut In 


Armament Production 


()™ of the most important advances in the art of 
mass-producing airplanes is use of the rubber 
hydraulic press pad, first developed by Goodyear for 


a leading aircraft manufacturer. 


These pads are heavy slabs of solid rubber, specially 
compounded, eight to ten inches thick. They are fitted 
permanently in the head of the press, where they 
replace the female dies heretofore required in metal- 
forming operations. Because rubber is incompres- 
sible, the pad forces the metal sheet to conform exactly 
to the male die, without burr or blemish, when pres- 


sure is applied. 


Recent improvements and refinements, using smaller 
pads of controlled hardness to cover each part, show 


even lower costs, improved quality and greater speed. 


By this process as many as thirty different small parts 


can be shaped in one operation, inasmuch as there is 
no die-registering problem. More than three thousand 
different airplane parts are now being formed with 


rubber — with draws up to seven inches. 


In speaking of results of this method, a large airplane 
company reports: “Tool costs have been reduced 
as much as 25 to 1 over conventional tool require- 


ments.” 


Metal-shaping with rubber is not confined to the 
lighter aluminum alloys. It can be successfully em- 
ployed with steel sheets up to 16 gauge. Right now, 
no rubber is available for this use, except to those 
industries holding the highest priority in war produc- 
tion. But in days to come, many metal forms will be 
pressed more efficiently and economically — with 


Goodyear rubber. 


GOODFYEAR 


THE GREATEST NAME 


IN RUBBER 
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Fewer Dangerous Proposals. . . 


Chicago Dealers Fight 


Adverse Legislation 


CHICAGO.—In a review of pend- 
ing bills before both houses of the 
state legislature, Chicago Automo- 
bile Trade Assn. last week reg- 
istered its opposition to measures 
permitting diversion of motor fuel 
funds to the building of city street 
lighting systems and the _  con- 
struction of sewers and drainage 
systems; creation of a state insur- 
ance fund for occupational disease 
benefits; establishment of a 30 
cents per hour minimum wage 
with overtime at time and one- 
half based on a 40-hour week, and 
compulsory liability insurance on 
motor vehicles. 

CATA and Illinois Automotive 
Trade Assn. are working in close 
cooperation on legislative matters, 
with both groups finding that there 
are fewer proposals than usual this 
session in the form of dangerous 


legislation. 
a oe * 


Minn. Enacts Drivers’ 
Birthday Bill 


MINNEAPOLIS. —(UTPS).— The 
Minnesota senate has passed a bill 
known as the motor car drivers’ 
birthday bill. Its proponent, Sen- 
ator M. J. Galvin, has written as 
an enactment the requirement that 
all auto drivers shall, on their next 
birthday following Sept. 1, 1943, 
obtain new licenses and that such 
licenses shall be renewed at five- 
year intervals thereafter on or be- 
fore the birthday anniversary. 

By selecting the birthday as of- 
ficial date, the work is staggered 
throughout the year and falls more 
lightly on the drivers’ license 
bureau of the office of Mike Holm, 
secretary of state, it is said. 

* ad * 


N. H. Bill Provides 


Full Reciprocity 


CONCORD, N. H.— (UTPS).— 
House of Representatives has up- 
held its committee on transporta- 
tion, instead of the ways and means 
committee, and passed on to the 
Senate a measure providing for 
full reciprocity with other states 
relative to commercial motor ve- 
hicles. 

Oddly enough, the chairman of 
the rebuffed committee is Rep. 
Harold H. Hart, Wolfeboro auto- 
mobile dealer, who recommended 
referring the matter to his com- 
mittee for a study of its effect on 
state finances. The motion was 
lost, however, after George A. My- 
haver, head of the transportation 
group, emphasized that the measure 
would greatly aid the farmers, as 
well as truckers, transporting war 
materials across the state. 

+ s * 


Fla. Governor Opposes 


Road Tax Diversion 


TALAHASSEE, Fla. — Strongiy 
opposing highway fund diversion 
in his message to the 1943 Florida 


Legislature at its opening here, 
Gov. Spessard L, Holland urged 
“that as large a reserve as possible 
be built up for road construction 
after the war.” 


Reenactment of the seventh cent 
of the state’s gasoline tax, first 
levied in 1931 as an emergency 
measure and since continued by 
each succeeding legislature, was 
urged by Gov. Holland, who also 
recommended exemption from any 
state gallonage taxes of federal 
government gasoline purchases in 
lots of more than 5,000 gallons. 

- . a 


Minn. Due to Refund 


Dealer Bond Fees 


MINNEAPOLIS—(UTPS)— Sen- 
ator Chas. N. Orr has introduced a 
bill in the senate to make restitu- 
tion to 122 firms and individuals of 
money laid out by them by reason 
of a 1941 enactment, recently ad- 
judged unconstitutional by the state 
supreme court. 


This law required dealers and 
persons bringing into the state used 
cars for resale to file a bond, ac- 
companied by a fee, to the secre- 
tary of state for each such car. 
Ten thousands dollars in sums, 
varying from $5 to $600, was so 
funded and now will be returned. 

*s* * * 


Change in Mo. Income 


Tax Law Opposed 


JEFFERSON CITY, Mo.—Repre- 
sentatives of a number of Missouri 
industrial corporations, including 
McQuay-Norris Co., told a State 
Senate committee here last week 
that a state income tax law change 
proposed by State Auditor Forrest 
Smith would increase their taxes 
under the law more than 100 per- 
cent. 


The proposed change, introduced 
at the auditor’s request by Senator 
Phil M. Donnelly, Lebanon Demo- 
crat, would subject funds derived 
from sales outside Missouri to 
taxation—also dividends paid to a 
parent company by its subsidiaries. 
They are exempt under the present 
statute. Representing McQuay- 
Norris, W. H. Armstrong said his 
firm’s 1942 state income tax would 
be more than doubled under the 
proposed change. 


Me. Bill Exempts Trucks 


From Double Taxes 


AUGUSTA, Me.— Final passage 
has been given by the state legis- 
lature here to a bill exempting 
from the state motor vehicle excise 
tax, trucks with a capacity of more 
than 1% tons traveling in Maine 
only in interstate commerce and 
owned in a state where an excise 
or property tax was paid and 
which grants similar exemption to 
Maine-owned trucks and trailers. 





THE ADS: 


EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 

WE HA A FEW new wrecker tow 
cranes, complete, which we will sacrifice. 
Will fit any type of Pick-up or Truck. 
Address Box 404, c/o Automotive News, 
Detroit. 


USED CARS FOR SALE 
IMMEDIATE SALE fifty 1941 Chevrolet 
and fifty 1941 Plymouth two-door and 
four-door sedans; also 40 1941 Dodge 
sedans and 30 dump trucks. All models, 
all cars in excellent condition. Excellent 
tires. Delivery Drivers Available. Box 
397, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


USED TRUCKS FOR SALE 
WE ALWAYS STOCK 150 to 160 Used 
Trucks of ALL makes and body types. 
No matter what you want, we have it. 
White SHEARER CHEVROLET, 7244 
Manchester, St. Louis, Mo. or call Mr. 
Swiney, HILand 3400. 


USED BUSES FOR SALE 
USED BUSES FOR SALE. Standard 
makes. 24-passenger to 36-passenger. In 
lots of one or more. Mosby-Mack Motor 
Co., Topeka, Kans. 


"THE REPORTS: 


‘‘We have had so many inquiries 
from the one insertion that we want 
to take advantage of your special 
rate for the next three (3) issues.’ 

neuer Motors, Inc., Kansas City, 

oO. 

“Continue our present advertise- 
ment for three more issues. We are 
getting splendid results from this 
advertisement and wish to thank you 
again for the opportunity afforded 
us.”” David T. Robinson Co., Phila- 
delphia. 


“Our client, Shearer Chevrolet, has 
instructed us to issue a Til Forbid 
order to run every week their classi- 
fied ad. Incidentally, Mr. Shearer 
reports unusual returns from the first 
two insertions.” Ross Advertising 
Service, St. Louis, Mo. 





“Continue to insert our ad until 
we order same stopped. We have 
had very satisfactory results in in- 
quiries from this ad. Glad to report 
we have had some sales as a direct 
result of this ad.’’ Mosby-Mack 
Motor Co., Topeka, Kans. 


See Dealer Want Ads--Page 39 This Issue=> 


AT ONE OF THE LARGEST roundtables in Dixie, Studebaker Vice-President K. B. Elliott; M. S. Brooks, 


assistant to the vice-president, and Paul R. Davis, 
tributors and dealers as well as branch field personnel. 
as mechanics’ helpers, used truck price oe ny 

essential wartime transportation were among the 
of the meeting was devoted to an interchange o 
held during recent months and continuing throughout the next 90 


Studebaker Maps 
Further Trips 
Into the Field 


SOUTH BEND.—Following a 
fortnight’s trip into the Southeast- 
ern states, Studebaker Vice-Presi- 
dent K. B. Elliott last week ex- 
pressed gratification with his latest 
checkup of Studebaker dealer oper- 
ations. 


This was one of numerous fact- 
finding trips among Studebaker 
dealers being made by factory 
executives. Officials participating 
include, besides Elliott, T. F. 
Laughlin, assistant sales manager; 
M. S. Brooks, assistant to the 
vice-president; R. G. Hudson, man- 
ager of Studebaker’s truck divi- 
sion; C. H. Wondries, manager, 
National Accounts division, and R. 
A. Reese, manager, Business Mer- 
chandising division, 


Individual and group conferences 
with dealers have been held at 
various points for the discussion of 
dealership operations under war- 
time conditions and numerous war- 
time transportation problems, In 
addition, luncheon, breakfast or 
dinner meetings in several cities 
were attended by members of the 
press and local representatives of 
various government agencies con- 
cerned with wartime problems 
affecting automotive transportation 
and dealer operations. 


At the group conferences, dealer 
activities and problems were re- 
viewed mainly in the form of the 
interchange of dealer experience 
and opinion, together with a dis- 
cussion by factory representatives 
of current factory programs. Man- 
power problems and the possibili- 
ties of using women as mechanics’ 
helpers received specia] attention, 
as did the subject of used truck 
price ceilings and other matters of 
current importance. 


Similar trips to other territories 
are scheduled for the next 90 days, 
during which factory officials ex- 
pect to cover many additional 
points. 


Ford of Canada’s 


Net Shows Gain 


WINDSOR, Ont.—Ford Motor of 
Canada reports 1942 net profit of 
$3,684,158 after $5,500,000 for Cana- 
dian income and excess profits 
taxes, etc., equal to $2.22 a share on 
combined Class A and Class 
stocks. Net profit includes $465,000 
tax provision, which is refundable 
to Ee two years after war 
ends. 


In 1941, net profit was $3,279,604 
or $1.97 a share on combined A 
and B shares. In that year there 
was a provision of $2,110,000 for 
Canadian income and excess profits 
taxes. 


Profits of overseas. subsidiary 
companies in 1942 were $2,310,780 
against $2,433,030 in the preceding 
year. Dividends paid by these com- 
panies last year totaled $989,568 
against $877,215. Combined earned 
surplus of parent company totaled 
$8,613,000, an increase of 1,320,207 
over the previous year. 


New Wrapping Paper 


A new greaseproof, noncorrosive 
aper has been announced by Sherman 
aper Products, Newton Upper Falls, 
Mass., to protect highly finished metal 
arts against corrosion. Called V-26, 

is protective wa paper is de- 
scribed as a new development in the 
packing of war materials, which elimi- 
nates multiple wrapping operations at 
point of use, thereby permitting sub- 
stantial savings in time. 


and the aye 
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views and opinions. 
days. 


Atlanta regional manager, conferred with 19 key Studebaker dis 
The manpower shortage, the possibili 

bility of dealers in maintaining their share of 
of discussion b 
The At 


of using wom 


the factory officials. A large pa 
anta conference was one of a se ‘ 


Women Proving a Success 


In Shop, Says NADA 


WASHINGTON.—Girls and 
women in ever increasing numbers 
are being recruited as workers in 
automobile repair shops with con- 
siderable success, the National 
Automobile Dealers Assn. reported 
last week. 

“While studies reveal that the 
general results of these experi- 
ments are satisfactory, it has been 
found that there are many types 
of work which these employes can 
not perform. Largely through lack 
of training and mechanical expe- 
rience, women are not able to 
qualify as all-around automobile 
mechanics. However, it has been 
found that women possess various 
useful skills and are helping re- 
lieve the distressing shortage of 
automobile mechanics that now 
prevails everywhere in the country. 
They are able to operate many 
types of machines, they are useful 
in lubrication jobs, in parts depart- 
ments, in driving delivery trucks 
and in picking up and delivering 
repair jobs,” the NADA says. 

“Shopmen assert that women 
applicants for jobs should, as 
nearly as possible, conform to the 
following qualifications: 25 to 35 
years of age, with at least a gram- 
mar school education; strong and 
sufficiently tall to reach over 
fenders when working on an en- 
gine; a good physical record, show- 
ing no susceptibility to frequent 
illness; experience in a factory job 
or at least manual labor; con- 
tributor to the support of a family, 
or in other words, having a real 
need to earn money. 

“A substantial number of service 
stations have proved that women 
can be trained in a comparatively 
short time to become competent 
mechanics’ helpers. For example, in 
five or six weeks women have 
learned to do all the work on a 
brake reline or carbon and valve 
job except the final adjustments, 
which will be done by them as 
they become more experienced. 


“A dealer in a prominent defense 
center reported this experience: 
eight women were given special 
instructions in the type of work 
which appealed to them most and 
for which they appeared to be best 
suited. One has become an expert 
lubricatress, another prefers re- 
finishing work with the spray gun, 
buffer and polishing equipment. 


B| Still another has developed un- 


usual ability in sheet metal re- 
pairing. 


“Judged by reports from various 


Every single month ...A 
regular Automotive Section 


REGULARLY 700,000 mechanically- 
minded men seek and find a multi-paged Automotive 
Section in Poputak ScieNce MONTHLY. Consistently 
they give it a closer reading than any other feature. 
Today it is the only regular Automotive Section in any 
consumer magazine. And it’s there because readers have 
told us they want it! Remember—the 700,000 men who 
will be the first buyers of your postwar automobiles 


read... POPULAR SCIENCE MONTHLY 
THE NEWS-PICTURE MAGAZINE OF SCIENCE & INDUSTRY 


sources, it seems reasonable to 
assume,” the statement concludes, 
“that while the addition of womer® 
to repair shop personnel generally 
is helpful in overcoming some of, 
the effects of the manpower short 
age, their employment falls short, 
in many instances, of relieving the 
situation entirely because of thé 
limited types of service which they 
can perform.” 


Oil Distribution 
Setup Rearranged 


DETROIT. —A far-reaching res 


arrangement of the entire petro- 
leum supply and distribution sys 
tem of the Middlewest was called 
for last week by Petroleum Ad- 


‘ministrator Harold L. Ickes i 


Petroleum Directive No. 65. 

Maximum wartime efficient use 
of all available transportation fa@ 
cilities in the 15 Middlewestern 
states, which comprise PAW Dis- 
trict 2, and release of additions 
mobile transportation equipment 
for service to the East Coast, are 
the major objectives. 

In addition, an increase in the 
supplies available in the Middle 
west for shipment to the Eas 
Coast shortage area and a more 
effective concentration of thos 
supplies, are goals of the order. 


Park Chemical Names 


Harris Sales Chief 


DETROIT. — Appointment of 
M. Harris as general sales man- 
ager of Park Chemical Co. is an 
nounced by : 
Lloyd Woodside, 
president. h 
appointment, 
Woodside said, 


an intra-organize 


tional promotion, 
Harris having 
been sales mar 
ager of the auto- 
motive division q 
this industria 
chemical manu- 
L. M. Harris facturer since 
1939. - 
Harris entered the automotiv 
industry in 1919 and has serve’ 
in various executive capacities in 
the accessories field, as dis 
manager for Willys-Overland an 
as a retailer. 


All Wars End! There'll be Cars an 
Trucks and Tires to sell again. : 


BRR 
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He wont find a lady hermit 


y two youngsters are wonderful company, 
but they certainly do keep me tied down. 


**T honestly find it easy to go for days thinking 
only about them and about the housework. 


**Yet I know that’s not quite as it should be. 
In fact, when my husband went into the Navy, 
the last thing he said to me was, ‘Well, when I 
come back I don’t want to find a lady hermit.’ 
And he was right . . . I realize that while he’s 
gone I ought to try to keep up my interest in 
other things, too. 


“IT guess that’s the biggest reason why LIFE 
magazine has meant so much to me. LIFE has 
such fine picture stories, and such a clear, sim- 
ple way of expressing things that it gives me a 
better idea of what’s happening all over the 
world than anything else I know of. 


** And LIFE also has a way of making me in- 


terested in subjects that I ordinarily wouldn’t 
dream of reading about. I mean, you’d expect 
me to like its stories on the Navy or food ra- 
tioning . . . but I’ve actually found myself 
fascinated with LIFE articles on science, modern 
painting and even surgery. 


**I spend a full evening with LIFE every week 
. . » l really wouldn’t miss it for anything.’’ 


Not variety alone 


Today approximately 23,000,000 civilians and 
men and women in the armed forces buy or bor- 
row their way to an interested reading of each 
issue of LIFE. 


This tremendous readership cannot be ex- 
plained wholly on the ground that LIFE, with 
its graphic and vastly varied pages, touches on 


the sphere of interest of every type of person. 


No, it is more than that. It is also because 
LIFE’s unique picture-reporting stimulates in 
readers an interest in things they have paid 
little or no attention to before: makes under- 
standable and vivid subjects that, treated other- 
wise, might seem lifeless and opaque. 


Eyes for the Minds of America 
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DALLAS WAS INCLUDED in a series of dealer roundtable conferences conducted recently in the Southwest by 
H. A. Trevellyan, Oldsmobile’s general sales manager. Approximately 60 Oldsmobile dealers in_ this area attended 
the meeting. Details of factory programs for the forthcoming season were announced by Trevellyan. G. R. 
Browder, Oldsmobile’s assistant general sales manager in charge of the west; J. R. Austin, zone manager in Dallas, 
- ou poctetent. A. J. Mutschler, also participated in the program. Similar meetings were held in Houston, Tex., 
an ahoma y. 





rubber, rubber reclaim or synthetics City Tax Halved 

as the insulating medium, is described JACKSON, Tenn.—This city’s annual 
in a new folder and engineering data | aytomobile tax rate has been reduced 
sheet just issued by Bushings, Inc.,| from $5 to $2.50 by the Jackson city 
Berkley, Mich. commission. 


Insulated Bushings 
The general line of insulated bush- 
ings and mountings (designed to stop 
vibration, absorb shock and_ reduce 
wear) that are now available with 


. 


fishback 1S A WORKING VERB! 


1943 
*‘Hardshi 


> Cases Still OK... 


FDR Order May Prevent 


Service Rate Boosts 


le 


((Continued from Page 1) 


Board. In an official statement, 
Witte said: 

“How the new program to con- 
trol prices and wages will work 
will depend largely upon the de- 
tailed regulations adopted there- 
under. Three things, however, are 
clear from the order itself: 

“1. The order contemplates a di- 
rect frontal attack on prices, con- 
templating price reductions and 
not merely the slowing up of price 
increases as has been the program 
heretofore. 

“2. The flow of labor is to be 
controlled directly by the War 
Manpower Commission, rather than 
indirectly through increases in 
wage rates. 

“3. Increases in wage rates except 
in individual cases and for low 
paid workers will be out, but in- 
creased earnings will still be pos- 


When Business Week's editors drop-in a parenthesis which says, for in- 
stance, (BW—Mar.20'43,p15) they are fishbacking the story—giving visual 


evidence of the fact that business news of this day is. but the most recent 


of a continuing stream of news of the week or the month or the year before. 


Every one of BW’s editors fishbacks every BW story ... sometimes using 


the parentheses, other times using phrase fishbacks, but always using 


his authoritative experience to connect an item with past BW reporting. 


That is one reason why BW readers, when they in their other reading 


come across a feature article on a business subject, have the feeling they've 


read it all before, in Business Week ... when it happened... step by step! 


It is why management-men, advertising men included, follow Business 


Week constantly to keep abreast of the swiftly flowing currents of dozens 


of serial business-action stories. 


Fishback is a working verb in these editorial rooms—it has as its constant 


object completely useful news! 


BUSINESS WEEK—The News-base of Management’s Decisions 


sible, although only on the basis 
of greater production. ; 

“While the program will leave. 
some existing inequities uncor- 
rected, it offers a distinct prom- 
ise of providing beneficial to the 
great majority of Americans ané 
of contributing very materially to 
the winning of the war.” ' 
In a roundtable discussion of the 
new program, Witte spoke on three 
particular phases of the President’s 
order: 

Q.—How does the President’s 
new price and wage freezing 
order affect the War Labor 
Board? 


A.—It may mean a very great in- 
crease in the work of the board. 
The War Labor Board has two 
main jobs: (1) Settlement of labor 
disputes, and (2) Passing on ap- 
plications for voluntary wage ad- 
justments. Labor disputes, unfor- 
tunately, are seemingly on the in- 
crease in this region, despite the 
patriotic effort of responsible labor 
leaders to prevent them. There may 
be some reduction in the number 
of applications for wage adjust-. 
ments, but this, too, is by no means 
certain. 

Q.—Under the new order can 
only wage increases be approved? 


A.—Exactly what increases can 
still be made is not clear, but the 
executive order does not amount 
to an absolute wage freeze. It states 
specifically that wage adjustments 
may still be made where clearly 
necessary to correct substandards. 
They also may be made to bring 
employes up to 15 percent above 
Jan. 1, 1941. Finally, the order does 
not bar individual promotions, 
merit increases, reclassifications, 
incentive increases and the like. 
If we are going ahead to build up 
war production by incentive plans, 
labor possibly should begin to 
think about what kind of incentive. 
plans it wants and how they are 
to be operated. Heretofore, it has 
been possible to approve adjust-. 
ments to correct gross inequities. 
These seem to be out now, but new 
principles are stated on which ad- 
justments can be made. 


Q.—Does the President’s order 
in any manner affect labor dis- 
putes cases? 

A.—The President’s order affects 
them quite as much as voluntary 

wage adjustments. Heretofore, de- 
cisions in disputes cases relating 
to wages have had to conform to 
the Wage Stabilization Act as in- 
terpreted by the National War 
Labor Board. In the future, deci- 
sions in disputes cases on wage 
rates will have to conform with 
the new executive order, as the 
Economic Stabilization director and 
the War Labor Board may inter- 
pret it. For the present, no wage 
adjustments can be made in dis- 
putes cases, any more than in vol- 
untary wage adjustment cases, ex- 
cept in strict conformity with the 
15 percent formula. Later on, they 
may be made in conformity with 
the new standards laid down in 
the President’s order, which still 
has to be interpreted by the Eco- 
nomic Stabilization director and 


WLB. 
Jeffers 


(Continued from Page 1) 


the present setup for the prose- 
cution of the war, it is the 
obvious weakness that the civil- 
ian supply has not been looked 
after,” Jeffers asserted. 

He explained he was wrong when 
he suggested to a Senator a little 
more than two months ago that he 
was not in favor of a separate 
civilian supply agency. 

Jeffers asserted that the proposed 
agency should be headed “by a man 
like Earl Smith,” president of the 
Illinois Agricultural Assn. 


“Mr. Smith understands business, 
big and little, as well as farming,” 
Jeffers testified. “The all-important 
thing is to get the right man on 
the job. I haven’t talked with Smith. 
He’s the type of leader we need, 
not necessarily the man, but the , 


type.” 
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Next to War Production, 
our prime task is to 
help dealers keep vital 
transportation rolling 


BiG jos No. 1 is war production. Not until the Axis 
is defeated .. . not until there is no longer need for 


the war materiél all Hudson plants are producing, 
will we cease building the best we can and the most 
we can to win the war. 


Big job No. 2, however, is to assist our distributors, 
dealers and service stations in every way we can to 
keep vital highway transportation rolling. 


This job was anticipated before the attack on Pearl 
Harbor. We carefully planned to equip Hudson deal- 
ers so that they might be able to extend prompt and 
efficient service to Hudson owners under wartime 
conditions. 


Service facilities were expanded and modernized. 
An effective system of parts distribution was set up, 
through a nationwide chain of parts depots, to pro- 


vide necessary parts where they are needed—when 
they are needed. 


Hudson dealers as a result, are today exception- 
Buy U.S. War = ally well equipped to keep owners’ cars in excellent 


Savings Stamps 5 - 
and Bonds operating condition. 


Xv 4 7 fam, Ta ” pre ee ae Air Power to Cripple the Enemy. Excellent 

Oe } ee | é; facilities and long experience in building fine 

i cars have enabled Hudson to contribute on alarge 
scale to the production of Army bombers. 


32 Out of 35 Jap Planes in 30 Minutes. That's the 
record of one of our battleships operating these 20-mm. ° g 
anti-aircraft guns like these shown in the U. S. Naval oben Wnibins duit Mitites OG E: 


Ordnance operated by Hudson. , Navy “E” for High Achievement real. 
. se in War Production. 


m ——— | | 
Long-range Planning has made it pos- 
sible for Hudson to offer dealers com- 


plete parts service so essential under 


wartime conditions. A nationwide MOTOR CAR COMPANY 
chain of parts depots helps Hudson DETROIT. MICHIGAN 
dealers to “keep ’em rolling?’ ’ 


33 Years of Engineering Leadership 


OUR PLANTS ARE DEDICATED TO WAR PRODUCTION...OUR DEALERS TO MAINTAINING WAR’ TRANSPORTATION! 
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MEWA Cites Labor Losses... 


Parts Sales Show Rise 
But Stocks Dip 


CHICAGO.—Reporting an in- 
crease in sales for the first quarter 
of 1943 compared with the same 
period last year, but bemoaning the 
lack of manpower, parts and equip- 
ment makers met here last week 
for a regional meeting sponsored 
by Motor & Equipment Wholesalers 
Assn. 


Two hundred and forty whole- 
salers registered for the wartime 
conference from the Midwest, three 
coming from the Pacific Coast and 
six from Southern states. It was 
reported that 310 manufacturers’ 
representatives were also in attend- 
ance. Discussions were devoted 
mostly to problems of governmental 
regulations. 


Among the speakers were L. S. 
Hawkins, director of vocational 
training for war production 
workers, U. S. Office of Registra- 
tion, Washington; N. Field Ozburn, 
chief of the Automotive Supplies 
section of the Industrial and Hard- 
ware Supplies branch, WPB; Perry 
B. Patteson, assistant chief, Indus- 
trial and Hardware Supplies branch, 
WPB;; and Tom Duggan, vice-presi- 
dent, Thompson Products, Inc. 

Marshall Yantis, of Osborn, 
Crowe & Yantis, Fort Smith, Ark., 
vice-president, Officiated as chair- 
man of the various sessions in the 
absence of President Robert J. 
Loock of the association, who did 
not attend on account of illness. 
John E. Peters, of the Chicago 
headquarters staff pinched hit for 
B. W. Ruark, association manager, 
also on the sick list. 


It developed at the sessions that 
checkups made by the association 
indicate that current sales are run- 
ning above 1942, which in turn was 
about 10 percent below the record 
1941 year. Inventories of parts, due 
to heavy demands for replacements 
on passenger cars an dtrucks, were 
down about 52 percent at the end 


Chemists Elect 
Dr. Midgley to 
Two Offices 


DETROIT.—Dr. Thomas Midgley 
jr., vice-president of Ethyl Corp., 
was named, for the second time, 

chairman of the 
board of the 
American Chemi- 
cal Society at the 
society’s conven- 
tion here. Dr. 
Midgley, already 
elected president 
of the ACS, is the 
first official in its 
history to hold 

both posts. 
New develop- 
Dr. Midgley ments in the con- 
version of crude 
petroleum into raw materials for 
synthetic rubber and high-octane 
aviation gasoline were described by 
Dr. E. V. Murphee, vice-president 
of Standard Oil Development Co., 
and Dr. C. L. Brown of Standard 
Oil Co. of Louisiana. As a result, it 
was said, Allied warplanes have 
been given a distinct edge over the 

enemy. 

Production possibilities in the 
postwar period of the synthetic 
rubber plants, presently under con- 
struction, were discussed by chem- 
ists. It is expected that yearly out- 
put will approximate 813,000 long 
tons of rubber, an amount sufficient 
to end dependency upon foreign 
sources. 


New compounds, comprising the 
“chemical weapons of today” will 
be turned into “instruments of 
peace,” it was said, during talks 
on -new steels an light metal alloys. 

Predicting that postwar automo- 
bile body designs must incorporate 
“all the science and _ technology 
learned from a long war,” Dr. Gus- 
tav Egloff, director of research for 
Universial Oil Products Co., voiced 
a challenge to the industry. He said 
that “an educated public” would 
expect the use of plastics, new light 
metal alloys, plywoods and other 
Ss in the postwar automo- 

e. 


of 1942. Current shipments of parts 
are coming through in good shape, 
with the exception of axles and 
gears. 

However, with labor, particularly 
in the shops which must install the 
parts, the story is very different. 

Not only are the equipment 
wholesalers faced with a shortage 
of manpower but even their key 
men are being taken in the draft 
in many cases, Peters said. This 
lack of skilled mechanics, he added, 
is the reason for the “rationing” 
of repairs that is prevailing in 
many areas. 

“We have been working with 
ODT to hold some of these men,” 
said Peters. “ODT realizes that 
they are most essential workers, if 
highway transportation is to be 
kept rolling.” 

Eighty-three firms maintained 
booths in a section of the hotel. 
Few displayed products but all 


No true American needs be reminded here of the 
common cause to which all must be devoted. 


In rededicating “‘our Lives, our Fortunes and our 
Sacred Honor” to the preservation of the liberty 


Five ‘Borderline’ Towns 


Get More Gas 

WASHINGTON. — Because of 
their borderline location, four 
towns in western Pennsylvania, 
Sharon, Sharpsville, Ferrell and 
Wheatland, as well as Bluefield, 
Va., have been removed from 
the eastern gasoline shortage 
area, OPA has announced. 

The value of gasoline ration 
coupons in these communities, 
effective Apr. 19 is four gallons, 
instead of three as in the past, 
the valid period of “A-5” cou- 
pons in the five cities is reduced 
from four months to two, The 
five areas were removed from 
the shortage area at the request 
of the Petroleum Administrator 
for War. 


were provided with a table and 
chairs for conference purposes. 

Two more regional conferences 
are to be held, one Apr. 26 at At- 
lanta, and the other in New York 
City on May 3-4. The regional as- 
semblies are held in lieu of the 
regular national convention, which 
has been discontinued for the dura- 
tion. 


Eastman Sees Steady Rise 
In Oil Shipments to East 


WASHINGTON —A steadily 
mounting volume of petroleum mov- 
ing to the Eastern states in future 
months, was foreseen last week by 
Joseph B. Eastman, director of 
ODT, in a projection of oil traffic 
figures through March, 1944. 


The report, based on transporta- 
tion studies conducted by ODT of- 
ficials directing the nation’s war- 
time petroleum transport program, 
was included in a letter to 20 New 
England congressmen who had re- 
quested a preview of plans to trans- 
port a larger volume of gasoline, 
fuel oil, and other petroleum prod- 
ucts to New England in 1943. 


Commenting on the _ report, 
Eastman recalled statements of 
the Petroleum Administration for 
War that military demands prob- 
ably would absorb delivery in- 
creases and warned that little 
easing of restrictions on civilian 
consumers could be expected. 

He projected deliveries, by pipe- 
line, tank car, barge, and lake and 
gulf tanker, into the 17 Eastern 


owners they serve. 


so dearly bought for us at Valley Forge and 
Yorktown, all thoughts of anything but victory 
must, of patriotic motive, be put aside. 


That which does not help to speed the day of 
peace must be out of mind until The Day arrives. 
And by the same token, such deeds or actions 
which do hasten victory’s advent, merit recog- 
nition for their worth. 


To that end, we deem it appropriate to spotlight 
two great civilian groups who are making 
direct and important contributions to the suc- 
cessful prosecution of the war. ... Two great 
groups, in which we have an especial interest— 


—_ 
states comprising District 1 as fol- 
lows: 

Second quarter, 1943, 1,271,000 
barrels a day; third quarter, 1943, 
1,458,000 barrels a day; fourth quar- 
ter, 1943, 1,547,000 barrels a day* 
and first quarter, 1944, 1,611,000 bar- 
rels a day. No deep-water tanker! 
movements to Atlantic ports are 
counted upon. 

The estimates for the deliveri 
in the first quarter of 1944 are 
about 49 percent greater than the 
movements via the same agencies 
of transportation during the first 
quarter of this year, and approxi- 
mately 115 percent greater than 
the deliveries by these agencies 
during the first quarter of 1942. 

Describing the projections as 
“most conservative,” Eastman said 
the carriers and the ODT are mak- 
ing every effort to see that the esti- 
mates are surpassed. There is 
reason, he said, to believe the fore- 
cast may be exceeded in actual per- 
formance. 


the Pontiac dealers of America and the Pontiac 


It is an admitted fact that America’s industrial 
machine cannot function at full effectiveness if 


DILVISITON 





WASHINGTON.—A much larger 
aumber of manhours per unit of 

w material is entering into the 
manufacture of durable goods in 
vartime than in peacetime, due to 
fhe greater degree of fabrication 
required to produce war goods, ac- 
ording to U. S. department of 
commerce experts. 

This is shown by the number of 
nanhours required to fabricate raw 
teel into iron and steel products 
and carries significant implications 
or the postwar period. 


The industries which in the war 
mergency are Major processors of 
teel are those making iron and 
steel and their products, the ma- 
hinery industries and the trans- 
bortation and equipment industries, 
excluding from the latter the air- 
raft and parts industry. These in- 
dustries last year utilized on the 


Smith Heads ABMA 


CLEVELAND.—Norman F. Smith, 
ice-president and general manager of 
Dsborn Mfg. Co., has been _ elected 
president of the American Brush Manu- 

turers Assn. 


the country’s system of personal transportation 
s seriously impaired. Which means enough auto- 
mobiles in the proper condition to transport war 
production workers from their homes to their johs! 
And anyone, we hold, who makes the preserva- 
tion of such automobiles his personal responsi- 
bility is contributing as much to victory as those 
in actual arms production . . . “because a man 

an’t build a gun unless he can get from his home 


to his job.” 
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anhours per Unit of Goods 
tise 60% in Wartime 


average 133 manhours to fabricate 
a ton of steel into guns, tanks, 
machine ‘tools and other steel 
products. 

This represents an increase of 
almost 60 percent over the 85 man- 
hours required per ton of steel 
fabricated in 1939. 

It is recognized that the higher 
degree of fabrication of products in 
the war years is not the only fac- 
tor entering into this manhours- 
per ton ratio. For example, to the 
extent that the efficiency of any 
productive factor was reduced for 
any reason as a result of industrial 
conversion from peace to war goods, 
the manhours required to fabricate 
a ton of steel would reflect this 
reduced efficiency. 


Thus labor efficiency has prob- 
ably declined because of an influx 
of untrained workers, while time 
is required for management to 
develop the most efficient methods 
of producing a new product. 


“Dealers Tell Me,’”’ by John O. 
Munn, is an open forum for the 
expression of dealers’ opinions. 


hat’s why we salute Pontiac dealers 
and Pontiac owners everywhere. 


Undaunted by conditions that might 
have demoralized a less substantial 
group, Pontiac dealers, as a group, 
have kept maintenance facilities 


available to their owners. 


Despite 


ntold difficulties, they have main- 

tained staffs of mechanics, parts men 
and supervisors. They have “kept 
open” and they have carried on. 


And we know from our dealers’ re- 
ports that Pontiac owners are doing 
an equally splendid job of preserving 
their cars insofar as it is within their 
power. They are having them checked 
regularly as a precautionary and 


Va. ‘V-Scopes’ Tripping 
Speed Violators 

RICHMOND, Va.—The state’s 
“V-scopes” are working out “far 
better than our expectations,” 
after three months of steady 
operation in checking speed vio- 
lations, Maj. C. W. Woodson re- 
ports. 

The superintendent of state 
police said a “sizeable number” 
of the portable speed checkers 
are in use every day, although 
the state police force has lost so 
many men that the machines 
cannot be utilized to the fullest 
extent, Even so, he said, he be- 
lieved statistics would show that 
the percentage of arrests for 
speeding—compared to the vol- 
ume of traffic—would show a 
big increase over last year. 


Fight Tax Boost 


NEW YORK.—A number of trade 
and civic organizations, including the 
Greater New York Tire Battery 
Assn. and the New York State Motor 
Truck Assn., began mobilizing last 
week to fight Mayor F. H. LaGuardia’s 
proposal for an increase in the city 
sales tax from 1 to 2 percent. 


Pete Wembhoff’s Fourth Dimension 


offers news of advertising. 
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Near ‘Irreducible Minimum’? 


Unemployment Declines 


To One Million 


WASHINGTON. — Unemployment 
in the United States has reached 
a low point of 1,000,000 persons, 
according to the U. S. bureau of 
census. 


March, (1943) unemployment 
totals reveal a decrease of 400,000 
from the February estimate of 1,- 
400,000. One year ago there were 
3,600,000 unemployed. The figures 
include persons temporarily un- 
employed in the process of trans- 
fer from one job to another. 

The sharp decline in total unem- 
ployment between February and 
March, 1943, following a_ short 
period of relatively small changes, 
has brought unemployment in this 
country to a level which is prob- 
ably not far above the irreducible 
minimum, according to the census 
bureau. 


Survey also showed a net in- 
crease of 100,000 in total number 
of persons employed, from 50,900,- 


preventive measure. They are having minor ills 
taken care of before they become subjects of 
major operations. And records reveal that as a 
result of sane and careful driving, they are con- 
serving rubber, gasoline, oil and parts. 


We believe it the fair and American thing to give 
credit where credit is due. And we are happy, 
indeed, to give this public commendation to 
those who merit it so greatly. 


BUY WAR BONDS AND 
STAM PS— 
KEEP AMERICA FREE! 


.. GENERAL Motors 


000 in February to 51,000,000 in 
March. 

Census officials pointed out 
that in view of the present level 
of unemployment and the pro- 
jected increase in the armed 
forces, it is apparent that em- 
ployment in the coming months 
can be maintained at 1942 levels 
only by entrance into the labor 
force of substantial numbers of 
Persons now classified as non- 
workers. 

The current total of 1,000,000 un- 
employed compares with an unem- 
ployment total of 10,983,000 report- 
ed in the 1937 U. S. census of un- 

employment, including 2,055,000 
emergency relief workers, Thus in 
five years, unemployment in the 
United States has declined by al- 
most 10 million. 

The civilian labor force declined 
by 300,000 between February and 
March. This drop was confined to 
men and marked the eighth con- 
secutive month in which the male 
labor force has decreased. The 
number of women in the labor 
market remained unchanged at 15,- 
600,000. The labor force in March, 
1943, stood at 52,000,000—700,000 less 
than in March, 1941. 

Thus, the nation’s farms and 
factories are g on & war- 
time production program with a 
civilian labor force somewhat be- 
low prewar levels. 

Male employment decreased by 
100,000 between February and 
March, while employment of 
women increased by 200,000. The 
net increase of 100,000 brought 
total employment to 51,000,000. The 
employment level has remained 
almost constant for the past three 
months, despite the drop of 400,- 


000 in unemployment during that 
time. 


Ickes Studying 


New Pipeline 


For Midwest 


WASHINGTON. — Construction 
of a large pipeline to provide Mid- 
western refineries with additional 
supplies of West Texas crude oil 
is now under study by the Petro- 
leum Administration for War, ac- 
cording to Administrator Harold L. 
Ickes. 

Pointing out that crude oil re- 
serves in mid-continent fields are 
declining, Ickes said: 

Middlewestern refineries will ulti- 
mately have to be supplied with 
crude oil from more distant sources 
and the problem may become acute 
before the end of 1944. In the face 
of that prospect, a pipeline from a 
central point in the West Texas 
field—one of the last substantially 
untapped crude oil reserves pres- 
ently known in the Southwest—to 
a point of connection with existing 
pipelines that serve the Midwestern 
refining districts must be given 
serious consideration. 

“The proposed project, with a 
capacity of from 54,000 to 116,000 
barrels per day, is receiving care- 
ful study, from the standpoints of 
petroleum economics, transporta- 
tion necessities, and engineering. 
A decision on this specific proposal 
and the basic need for such a pipe- 
line will be made when these 
studies have been completed and 
when the 1944-1945 crude oil re- 
quirements of the middle western 
refineries have been adequately 
clarified.” 

According to Deputy Petroleum 
Administrator Ralph K. Davies, the 
pipeline proposal submitted to 
PAW calls for the private financ- 
ing of approximately 383 miles of 
new pipelines requiring a mini- 
mum expenditure of 42,645 tons of 
steel and approximately $7,000,000. 


Fire Bug? 

_ ST. LOUIS.—The fourth major fire 
in three months destroyed an automo- 
bile supply company in Cairo, IIll., last 
week and State Fire Marshall John H. 
Craig is investigating ae peasy of 
a fire bug pane responsible. He esti- 
mated the four fires caused damages of 
nearly $1,000,000. Fire of undetermined 
origin destroyed the Cairo Auto Supply 
Co., causing a loss estimated by Craig 
at $65,000, including $28,000 worth of 

, $16,000 in machinery and $21,000 
to the structure. 
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Used Car Sales 
Show a Gain 


In San Antonio 


SAN ANTONIO.—Used car sales 
in March, as reported by the dealer- 
members of the San Antonio Auto- 
mobile Trade Assn., showed a size- 
able increase over those for Feb- 
ruary, totaling 396 units against 
326. The report follows: 

There were 472 cars on hand at 
the start of the month, with sales 
totaling 396 units for a unit turn- 
over of 84 percent as compared 
with 64 percent for February; a 
total value of $248,813, a turnover 
value of 117 percent against 95 per- 
cent; and an average value of $628 
against $571. 

There were 551 cars on hand at 
the start of the month having a 
total value of $272,282, and an av- 
erage value of $494 against 452 for 
the preceding month. 

Comparative figures show that in 
February there were 326 units sold 
for a unit turnover of 64 percent, 
a total value of $186,198, a turn- 
over value of 95 percent, with 472 
cars on hand at the end of the 
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FORD HOME OFFICE officials at the annual conference of 125 key Ford, 
Lincoln and Mercury dealers from parts of Georgia, Alabama and Tennessee 


at the Henry Grady Hotel, Atlanta. 


manager, 


Atlanta branch of Ford Motor Co.; V 


O. B. Leverett, sales 


Left to right, 
manager of 


E. Doonan, 


parts and service department, Ford; H. C. Doss, general sales manager, Ford; 


month, having a total value of 
$213,204 and an average value of 
$452. 

In March, 1942, there were 580 
cars sold for a unit turnover of 54 
percent, having a total value of 
$228,741, a turnover value of 55 per- 
cent, and an average value of $394. 
There yere 1,059 cars on hand at 
the end of the month, having a 


LOOK, OFFICER...1VE BEEN 
RIDING ON B.F GOODRICH 
TIRES MADE WITH SYNTHETIC 


RUVBEER MORE THAN TWO YEARS 


“in 1940 they sold thousands of 
Silvertowns made with more than 
half their rubber synthetic,” said 
the Grand Union maintenance man 
to the WAC, In fact, he’s pointing 
to one of those tires, bought by his 
company to help get America’s 
synthetic rubber program started. 
Grand Union reports wonderful 
results from these tires—in some 
cases they outwore natural rubber 
tires on the same vehicle. Two of 
them ran 7,000 miles more! Thus 
synthetic rubber passed its first 


great test. 


The Army rides on synthetic rubber. Today, B. F. Good- 
rich is making tires for combat vehicles with proven 

- synthetic; Fuel tanks and fuel lines, too. Already we are 
overcoming Germany’s head start in synthetic rubber. 
But there still isn’t enough for you. The Army and Navy 
need all the rubber they can get. 


A few of the many companies that bought 
Ameripol tires in 1940 and 1941: 


AETNA LIFE INSURANCE CO... . AMERICAN AIRLINES, INC. . . . AMERICAN 
CAN CO.... BALTIMORE & OHIO RAILROAD... THE BORDEN CO....J. | 
CASE CO.... GULF OIL CORPORATION...GEO. A. HORMEL & CO... .INGERSOLL- 
RAND CO. ... KELLOGG COMPANY ... NEW YORK CENTRAL SYSTEM... 


NEW YORK TELEPHONE CO... 
CO’ a0 


PET MILK SALES CORP... 


- PHILLIPS PETROLEUM 
- RAILWAY EXPRESS 


AGENCY... SOCONY-VACUUM OIL CO.... STANDARD 
BRANDS, INC.... SWIFT & COMPANY ... WESTERN 


UNION TELEGRAPH CO.... 


and many other important 


companies in communities from coast to coast. 


J. Burke, assistant branch manager, Atlanta. 


total value of $399,939, and an av- 
erage value of $378. 

These figures show that used 
car conditions are better than a 
year ago. Prices are slightly higher, 
but this may be attributed to the 
fact that cars are put in first class 
condition before being offered for 
re-sale instead of going “as is.” 
Service operations continue good. 


1943 


92 Million Tons Likely... 


"43 Steel Output Seen 
At All-Time Peak 


WASHINGTON.—Steel output in 
1943 is expected to reach an all- 
time record of 92 million net tons 
of ingots and castings, a gain of 
six million tons or 7 percent over 
the secord production of last year, 
according to latest estimates of 
the U. S. department of commerce. 

Production during the first quar- 
ter of this year is estimated at 21.9 
million tons, or an annual rate of 
88.8 million tons. 
achieve a total production for the 
year of 92 million tons, therefore, 
the output in the next nine months 
must be at an average annual rate 
of 93.1 million tons. 

Earlier estimates of a steel out- 
put of 938 million tons in 1943 
would require production at an 
average annual rate of 94.4 mil- 
lion tons during the coming nine 
months. Attainment of this high- 
er output is considered doubtful 


Delivery guaranteed in 194? We can’t say when your 
new car will be ready. But we can say that its tires 
will probably be made wholly, or partly, from synthetic 
rubber. And smart motorists will look for the best 
where they always have looked . . . to B. F. Goodrich, 
the company that pioneered American synthetic rubber. 


In order to) 





because or a reported lag in the 
completion of scheduled addi- 
tional steel capacity, due to th 
competing demands of other es- 
sential war programs for ma- 
terials and equipment. J 

The present expansion program 
in the industry originally called fe 
the completion of facilities 
bring total steel capacity to 97.1 
million tons by the middle of 194 
The expectation now is that n 
facilities may be completed by that 
time to bring total annual capacit 
up to 95 million tons, The estimate 
of a total output of 92 million tong 
this year is based on that expecté 
tion. 

While the quantity of material 
required to attain this goal is tre 
mendous, the outlook for raw ma- 
terials required for steel maki 
in 1943 is relatively favorable, Ex- 
panded ore-carrying facilities on 
the Great Lakes will make it pos 
sible to carry 100 million gross tons 
of iron ore from the Lake Super. 
ior district, an increase of eigh 
million tons over the 92 million 
tons transported in 1943. Mines ig 
other areas are expected to bring 
the total of iron ore available this 
year to 125 million tons. Furthey 
more, the steel industry began th 
year with iron ore stocks on hand 
one-sixth larger than at the stan 
of 1942, 

A critical factor in the general 
steel picture is the capacity o 
the industry to produce the pig 
iron necessary to achieve the 
high goal set for production c 
steel ingots and castings, Fur- 
nace capacity at the beginning o 
this year was 61 million tons. 
Completion of the present expan- 
sion program on schedule would 
increase the total pig iron ca- 
pacity to an estimated 68.6 mil- 
lion tons. Unless this expande¢ 
capacity is completed early this 
year, and unless existing fur- 
naces can maintain or improve 
their already high rate of opera- 
tions, pig iron output could easi- 
ly fall short of the 1943 goal. 

Part, if not all of any deficiency 
of pig iron, it is pointed out, cou 
probably be made good by in 
creased consumption of scrap. The 
outlook for 1943 scrap supplies 
more favorable than last year. 
Stocks of scrap on hand are around 
seven million tons, or one-ha 
higher than last year. “Home’ 
scrap, which originates in the stee 
mills, will be in larger supply be 
cause of the greater steel output. 
Scrap collections during the yea 
necessarily will require adequat 
manpower and transportation fa- 
cilities. If it is possible to collec 
“purchased” scrap in a volume 
equal to that of 1942, the industry 
will have a substantial factor t 
safety to offset any probable pig 
iron deficiency. 


Jeffers Warns 
Of Need to Cut 
Excess Driving 


DETROIT.—Automobile travd 
throughout the country must be 
limited as far as possible to es 
sential driving to avoid seriou’ 
trouble before synthetic rubber can 
supplant the rubber we now have 
Rubber Director William M. Jef= 
fers has informed Price Admin- 
istrator Prentiss M. Brown. 


Jeffers, in a letter to the Price 
Administrator, expressed concerg 
over the apparent notion tha’ 
“there is no longer need for con- 
serving rubber,” and suggested the 
rationing boards be admonished 


“to curtail driving, as nearly as 


possible to that which is essential 

While pointing out that he ha 
viewed the rubber situation with 
encouragement, the rubber directo 
emphasized that 1943 is the critica 
year for bridging the gap between 
the rubber we now have and th 
date when synthetic rubber will be 
available in sufficient quantity te 
take care Of at least essential dri 
ing. 


_Democracy is the American way o 
life; let's keep it that way. 


— 


ee 
— 
— 
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15,395, 831 dines 


14,202,544 fines 


11,746,172 Fines 


WE STRIVE TO PLEASE... 


A slightly statistical friend took exception to 
the above chart... which was designed on the principle 
that the shortest distance between two points is a straight 
line and a straight argument. It lacks interim, he says. 
No nuances. No background. So we present... . upper right, 
a more detailed production, with zigzag lines that leap like 


a chamois from peak to peak, and sally in every valley. 


Some people like graph lines that lead a simple 
life. Some are suckers for lines that seesaw. Others prefer 
pies or bars. The Big Moment, however, in any graph 
line is not where it started or strayed—but where it stops! 

Statisticians may mull over the medias res; 


the realist is interested only in the end of the line... 


National Advertising Representatives: Osborn, Scolaro, Meeker & Co., New York, Chicago, Detroit, St. Louis; Keene Fitzpatrick, San Francisco 


in the rating farthest to the right, the late dated record. 


And buyers of advertising get little light or 
nourishment out of what a paper was when. You can’t 


buy advertising yesterday! 

Chart it any way you like . . . straight-line, 
seesaw, bars or split circles . . . the record puts The 
Inquirer first in Philadelphia as an advertising medium. 
It carries the largest volume. It delivers best for retail 


advertisers. It has grown every year for five years. 
Because The Inquirer has proved again and 

again to be the largest and best package of sales power 

in Philadelphia . . 


country and one of the best today! 


. the third largest market in the 
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Special to Automotive News 

LITTLE ROCK.—In an effort to 
relieve the mechanic shortage in 
Arkansas, Little Rock Automobile 
Dealers Assn. and the local ODT 
Maintenance Advisory committee 
are sponsoring a work-as-you-learn 
training plan to fit men and boys 
for mechanic’s jobs. Training will 
begin here Apr. 12. 

Through the plan those who want 
to learn to become mechanics may 
work approximately half a day and 


3 Executive Promotions 
Made by SKF 


PHILADELPHIA.—Three execu- 
tive positions are announced by S. 
F. Wollmar, executive vice-presi- 
dent of SKF Industries, Inc. 

Thomas W. Dinlocker has been 
elected vice-president and treas- 
urer; Richard H. DeMott, vice- 
president in charge of sales, and C. 
P. Collins, secretary. William L. 
Batt, vice-chairman of the War 
Production Board, retains the 
presidency. 
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Work-as- You-Learn Training 
Started in Little Rock 


attend classes the rest of the day 
at Little Rock high school or the 
Arkansas State Trade school. En- 
rollees will receive pay during the 
three-month course. Applicants are 
being. recruited by the U. S. Em- 
ployment Service, which refuses to 
certify applications of persons en- 
gaged in farm work, lumber in- 
dustry or other essential war jobs. 

The first class is limited to 50 
apprentices. Minimum age is 16. 
Approximately 200 hours of school- 
ing will be provided for enrollees 
who will be approved and hired by 
the participating auto and trans- 
portation firms before they can 
start the study course. 


Members of the ODT advisory 
committee, chosen from the ranks 
of dealers, jobbers, repairmen and 
transportation operators, are: Joe 
A. Shell, Pine Bluff; C. I. Hammon, 
Little Rock; Herbert Henry, Little 
Rock; Clarence Allen, Pine Bluff; 
K. V. Brown, Glen Woodruff, Wil- 
liam F. Shipp jr., J. H. Ryan, R. 
H. Green, A. L. Clubb and H. H. 
Crow, all of Little Rock. 


U. S. Rubber Synthetic 


Plant Operating 

NEW YORK.—tThe first unit 
of a 90,000-ton synthetic rubber 
plant, first of the big govern- 
ment owned plants comprising 
the bulk of the synthetic rubber 
program, has been placed in 
operation by United States Rub- 
ber Co. at Institute, W. Va. 

The Institute plant, which is 
the world’s largest synthetic 
rubber plant under operation by 
one company, produces buna §S, 
the type of synthetic rubber 
chosen for the major part of 
the government’s synthetic rub- 
ber program. The butadiene 
gas, chief ingredient of buna S, 
is made from alcohol at an 
adjacent plant operated by Car- 
bide & Carbon Chemicals Corp. 


Name Changed 


CHARLOTTE, N. C.—Norfleet Motor 
Co., Inc., will be known in the future 
as Atkinson-Norfleet, Inc., it is an- 
nounced by S. T. Atkinson, president 
and — manager. There has been 
no change in the corporate structure 
of the firm which is distributor for 
Dodge and Plymouth motor _ cars, 
Dodge trucks and commercial vehicles. 


For America’s Future—For Your 
Future—BUY WAR BONDS. 
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What we are making today is 


‘Big Factor in Postwar’. . 


Synthetic Rubber Here J 


To Stay... 


WASHINGTON. — That synthetic 
rubber is here to stay and will be 
a big factor in supplying the needs 
of the nation after the war, is 
indicated by Rubber Director Wil- 
liam M. Jeffers when, in replying 
to a question, he stated: 


“I think we'll develop synthetic 
rubber in this country that will 
take care of our needs.” 


“One very definite forecast Ill 
make is that we'll never again be 
caught as we were this time, de- 
pending upon sources of rubber 
as far away as Malaya,” Jeffers 
said, There are some standards, 
such as heavy-duty truck tires, 
that synthetic rubber has not yet 
met, Jeffers admitted, but said 
that the country will produce a 
synthetic “as time goes on that 
will more nearly meet the re- 
quirements of crude.” 

“We're just getting into position,” 
he said, “to furnish the rubber 


Unele Sam’s business ... what we make 


tomorrow will be your business! 


Today we fight! Our strategically 
located modern factories are driv- 
ing night and day to hasten victory. 


But, even as we fight, we are gain- 


ing experience and knowledge 
which will make for a better Amer- 
ica, after this war is over. 


Here is a vast reservoir of engi- 


neering, metallurgical and mass 
precision manufacturing skills 
which all industry has long rec- 
ognized. 


Where infallible precision is an 


engineering “must” and vital parts 
must be produced on a quantity 


mass-production basis—as is so no- 
tably the case in the aviation indus- 
try just now—Houdiaille is a trusted 


source of supply. 


Anticipating the requirements 
of industry, in war as well as in 
peace, Houdaille has been one of 
the pacemakers in this country’s 
engineering and manufacturing 


progress. 


In the post-war world, on land, 
on sea, in the air, and in your own 
home—you will benefit increas- 
ingly from Houdaille’s creative 


and manufacturing skills. 


/ 


MG) A Fath ety es 


HOUDAILLE-HERSHEY CORPORATION 


General Executive Offices, Detroit, Michigan 
PLANTS AT: Buffalo, N. Y. * Cheektowaga, N. Y. x Jackson, Mich. x Detroit, Mich. x Chicago, Ill. x Decatur, Ill. 
North Chicago, Ill. * Muskegon, Mich. * Oshawa, Ont., Canada 


HOUDAILLE’S PEACETIME PRODUCTS: Houdaille Hydraulic Shock Absorbers for Automotive, Railway and Industrial 
Equipment * Bumpers and Grille Guards * Ignition Locks * Brake Levers * Air Cleaners * Crankshafts and 
Camshafts for Aircraft, Automotive and Marine Engines * Aircraft Landing Struts and Shimmy Dampers * and 
many other precision-made parts for the Automotive, Aircraft, Electrical Refrigeration, Radio and other industries. 


Jeffers 


companies with synthetic rubber tom 
make tires. It’s my notion that in 
years to come we'll develop a syn- 
thetic rubber to protect us at a 
price that will compete with crude 


rubber. We know now we can make . 


butadiene in large quantities from 
either alcohol or petroleum.” 

Regarding development of the 
South American rubber supply, 
Jeffers believes it should not be 
eliminated from the nation’s post- 
war rubber economy. 

“We always should have insur- 
ance against failures. In a big syn- 
thetic industry there’s always a 


possibility of something happening , 


that will delay or shut off produc- 
tion. We ought not gamble again in 
rubber,” he said. 

Jeffers does not believe the syn- 
thetic program should be abandoned 
after the war in fayor of a reliance 
on foreign sources, stating, “If 
there’s anything of that kind go- 
ing on, I’m not included” among ¢ 
those who hold that belief. 

“If it goes through as it should 
and as it will, if not delayed 
unnecessarily, we'll be over the 
hump a year from now,” he said, 
when asked when civilians can 
hope to get tires. 

The speed with which improved 4 
machinery has been set up to pro- 
cure natural rubber from Latin 
America was revealed last week by ¢ 
Douglas H. Allen, president of the 
newly-formed Rubber Development 
Corp., prior to his departure for 4 
Brazil. 

Today a growing army of more 
than 500 specialists is in the field. 
Actual production has begun, and 
the development program is gain- 
ing momentum, he said. 


Georgia Dealer 
Reaps Profits on 


Farm Supplies 


WEST POINT, Ga.—After set- 
ting a fast pace selling automo- 
biles and trucks for several years, — 
Valley Chevrolet Co., Inc., is now 
selling feed and farm supplies and 
doing a good job of it. 

The concern continues to operate 
its service, parts and used car de- 
partments which are showing a 
profit, but the new car showroom 
was converted into a modern farm 
supply store, selling feeds, poultry 
supplies, livestock sanitation prod- ¢ 
ucts and remedies and various 
other related items of merchandise. 
This department is also making a 
profit, with sales to the same cus- 
tomers served in the past, mostly 
farmers. 

“We opened our feed department 
on June 1,” declared T. M. Roberts, 
vice-president. “The first month we ‘ 
sold $1,613 worth of feed at retail 
and for cash. This showed a gross 
profit of $315, which is around 20 
percent. We did not increase our 
overhead any and we are adding | 
to our feed line poultry and feeder 
equipment which carry a bigger 
gross profit than the feed itself, 
which we feel in time will increase 
our gross profit to 25 percent.” 

“We believe that adding this ad- 
ditional line of merchandise will 
mean the difference between a 
profit and loss for the duration,” 
said Roberts. “In fact, the concern 
may continue to handle feeds and 
farm supplies after the war, figur- 
ing it pretty nice to make several 
$5 and $10 sales in between $1,000 ¢ 
sale of automobiles. 


‘Back-Order’ Book Issued 


By MEWA For Jobbers 


CHICAGO.— Motor and Equip- 
ment Wholesalers Assn. has just 
issued “Back Orders,” a compre- 
hensive study on how jobbers are 
handling the problem of  back- 
orders which is particularly trouble- 
some under present conditions. 

It consists of a large number of 
reports from members of the as- 
sociation on just what methods 
they have found to be best in 
meeting the present back-order 
situation. Copy of the booklet is 
available upon request to MEWA 
headquarters here. 
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HOW DEALERS FEEL ABOUT OLDSMOBILE...NO. 9, BEVERLY HILLS, CALIF. 


E «7 couldn't ask for much — ; 
than Oldsmobile has gtven - 


Mr. Oakley (right) is shows conferring with one of Oldsmobile’s zone personnel 


LDSMOBILE is co-operating so closely with its 

dealers that, when any particular dealer prob- 
lem develops, the factory can swing into action — 
immediately —to help meet that problem. This last 
year, naturally, has seen many such problems arise. And 
every “weapon” in the factory’s arsenal of dealer 
aids has beén used to combat each of them in turn. 
Advertising, service promotion, direct aid by repre- 
sentatives in the field, business management assist- 
ance, a special publication to circulate and stimulate 
new ideas —all of these and many other proved de- 
vices have been successfully employed. 


The manpower shortage, for example, mentioned by 
Mr. Oakley in his letter, has been one of the toughest 
problems of all. And the way Oldsmobile has pitched 
in and helped out on this one is typical of the whole 
dealer-aid program. Factory representatives in the field 
are going “all-out” to aid dealers directly—actually 
bringing men into their shops in many cases. A special 
24-page “guide” has been issued, covering the man- 

ower situation as a whole. Almost every issue of the 
“Round Table,” a publication for Oldsmobile dealers, 
features this subject from the standpoint of “how 
other Oldsmobile dealers are successfully solving 
their manpower problems.” 


A well-rounded “Keep ’Em Rolling” promotional 
campaign is being carried out, too, urging dealers’ 
present mechanics to stick to their jobs. Special mail- 
ings have been sent to the mechanics themselves for 
this same purpose. And many advertisements, of all 
sizes and types, have been prepared—to secure new 
mechanics where needed. 


THEY KNOW THEY CAN ALWAYS 
COUNT ON OLDSMOBILE 


ATLANTA, GA.—“ I am writing to thank Oldsmobile for 
their aid at a time when things looked darkest. I now be- 
lieve we have the best service department, as well as the 
most efficiently trained mechanics, that we have ever had.” 

— Mitchell Motors, Atlanta, Ga. 


FRESNO, CAL. —‘“‘May we take this opportunity of ex- 
pressing our appreciation of the work your organization 


has done in lining up mechanics for us.”’ 
—Fresno Motor Sales, Fresno, California 


YOU CAN ALWAYS COUNT ON 


the fact oo 


The ad” tae Office 


- for mich bout 
know that i. pt fas ‘ae than Olds wonden d thatren 
8 sure 


help 


... Says E. B. OAKLEY, 
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Wants All of U. S. 
To Share East’s 


Gasoline Cut 


WASHINGTON.—Asserting that 
“district discrimination” has been 
handed out to the eastern seaboard 
through bungling of New Deal bu- 
reaucracy, Senator Bridges (R) of 
New Hampshire, last week outlined 
a program for a more equitable 
distribution of fuel oil and gaso- 
line in New England. 


He called for an increase in gas- 
oline allotment for the New Eng- 
land and eastern area. 

“The coupon value of three 
gallons should be restored to its 
previous basis,” Bridges asserted, 
“and as soon as possible the 
three gallons should be increased 
to a four-gallon allotment if 
circumstances can permit. New 
Englanders should be permitted 
to travel and use their cars just 
as much as the people living in 
Texas and California. 

“If the petroleum administra- 
tor finds the product is not avail- 
able to carry out such a policy, I 
then ask that the entire country 
be placed on an equal ration and 
share whatever gasoline is avail- 
able.” 


Thirty-two years’ engineering and manu- 
facturing experience enables Auto-Lite 
to make important contributions to the 
war effort. This engineering “know-how”’ 
and productive capacity are being used by 
an increasing number of manufacturers 
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E. J. THOMAS, left, president, and Cliff Slusser, vice-president of Goodyear 
Tire & Rubber Co., examining the first synthetic rubber tire to be produced 
in this country entirely of materials from government-sponsored plants. The 
styrene came from a plant in Texas City, Tex., operated by the Monsanto 
Chemical Co., the first government styrene plant to go into production, gnd 
the butadiene from a plant in Institute, W. Va., operated by Carbide & Carbon 
Chemical Co., the first government butadiene re to go into production. 
The butadiene and styrene were co-polymerized in a government-sponsored 


plant in Akron operated by Goodyear. : 
ond star symbolizing six more months 


+ * 6x? 
Exide Wins Second E of production vital to the armed 


PHILADELPHIA. — Electric Storage ! forces. The company won its first ‘‘E 
Battery Co. has been awarded the sec-! in March, 1942. 


1943 
East Shows 


Biggest Decline... 


Rural Traffic Drop 


42% Below 


WASHINGTON. — Public Roads 
Administration reports that traffic 
on rural roads in the Eastern 
rationed area showed a_ greater 
decline from normal in February 
than in any other month since 
rationing began. 

February travel in the East was 


R. I. Gas Sales Reach 


Lowest Point in Years 


PROVIDENCE. — (UTPS). — A 
smaller quantity of gasoline was 
used by Rhode Island motorists in 
February this year than in any 
other month in the past 14 years, 
figures show. 

In February only 4,955,126 gal- 
lons were consumed, compared 
with 10,252,751 gallons in the same 
month in 1942, a drop of 51.7 per- 
cent. Gasoline sales were 1,854,813 
gallons, or 27.2 percent under Jan- 
uary sales which totaled 6,809,939 
gallons. 


ALL OVER THE WORLD 


who are contributing to an American vic- 
tory with every facility at their command. 

An Auto-Lite Division was one of the 
first to receive the coveted Army-Navy 
“EF.” Auto-Lite units which are being used 
on battlefronts all over the world include: 


STARTING, LIGHTING AND IGNITION * SPARK PLUGS « BATTERIES * RELAYS * SWITCHES AND GOVERNORS 
FIRING CONTROL APPARATUS * FUSES * ETCHED, EMBOSSED AND LITHOGRAPHED NAMEPLATES 


GENERATORS « 


HORNS AND SIGNAL DEVICES «+ 


METAL STAMPINGS ° 


INSTRUMENTS AND GAUGES 


PROJECTILES * REGULATORS * STEEL CARTRIDGE CASES » ALUMINUM AND ZINC DIE CASTINGS 


WIRE AND CABLE « MESS KITS * GUN FIRING SOLENOIDS * BLACKOUT LIGHTING 
PLASTIC PRODUCTS =» 


BOOSTERS ° 


GUN FEED MECHANISMS « 


TOLEDO, OHIO 


LEATHER GOODS « 
ARMOR PLATE © TRACER AND IGNITER SHELLS « 
And confidential items which we are not allowed to name 


THE ELECTRIC AUTO-LITE COMPANY 


SARNIA, 


¢ IRON CASTINGS 


FRACTIONAL HORSEPOWER MOTORS 


GUN SIGHT CASES 


ONTARIO 


AUTO -LITE 


IN ITS 26 GREAT MANUFACTURING DIVISIONS, AUTO-LITE IS PRODUCING A LONG LIST CF ITEMS FOR: AMERICA’S ARMED FCRCES CN LAND, SSA AND IN THE AIR 
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off 52 percent compared with traffic 
in February, 1941. The Februé 
decline in the remainder of the 
country where rationing began 
Dec. 1, 1942, was 35 percent. 

“The greater reduction in the 
East than in the rest of the countr 
was due to the lower value of gaso- 
line coupons and the pleasure- 
driving ban,” Public Roads officia 
pointed out. “To cut travel 52 per- 
cent in February, much traffic nor 
mally considered essential, as welF 
as pleasure driving, had to be 
eliminated. February is normall 
the month of least traffic and, 
therefore, the month with the larg- 
est percentage of essential travel.’ 

On a nationwide basis, traffic had 
declined about 42 percent on rural 
roads in February compared with 
the volume in February, 1941. It 
had decreased about 8 percent in 
February, 1942. 

The downward trend in traffic on 
rural roads began in January, 1942 
Public Roads Administration states™ 
During the preceding five years, 
the trend had been upward. Accord 
ing to records of several hundred 
permanently installed automatic 
traffic recorders, the volume o 
traffic increased 19 percent from 
1939 to 1941, inclusive. 


February motor-fuel tax collec 
tions of $30,766,000 in 32 states were 
31 percent less than in February 
1941, Public Roads Administratio 
also announced. The decline in the 
Eastern rationed states amounted 
to about 32 percent, and in the 
remaining states about 30 percent. 
These tax payments are largely on 
fuel usage during January. 


Oil Committee 


Opposes Forced 
Pool of Facilities 


NEW YORK.—Opposing forced 
consolidation of petroleum market 
ing facilities under federal direc 
tive as “socialization,” the Petro- 
leum Industry Committee for Dis 
trict Two, comprising the Midwest, 
has issued a report favoring volun- 
tary action by petroleum market 
ers, rather than pooling under 
compulsion. 


Released by B. L. Majewsk 
chairman of the committee, the 
survey was prepared by a sub- 
committee on joint use of facilities™ 
which was named at the request 
of Deputy Petroleum Administra 
tor Ralph K. Davies. Its findings 
concerned 15 Midwest states. 


“The committee,” it was an 
nounced, “concluded that economic 
pressures of wartime had already, 
brought about the most feasibld 
economies, and that more would 
follow naturally if the companies 
were allowed to work their own 
way. ‘Socialization of the distribu- 
tion facilities’ was regarded by the 
group as too great a price to pa 
for the relatively minor benefits 
possible through forcing joint usq@} 
of facilities by government edict.” 

The survey found that 50 percen 
of the service stations are carrying 
on other business and that no man- 
power could be saved by halting 
their sale of petroleum products: 
while the remaining 50 percent, 
handling petroleum products exclu 
sively, already have been hard hi 
by closings and loss of men to 
war industry and military service 
The latter, it was noted, do 76 per- 
cent of the gasoline business. 


_It was further stated that gaso 
line dealers are working in excess 
of 60 hours a week; few are o 
age or fitness for military service, 
and all are required to service and 
maintain essential motor transpor 
tation. . 


Concerning consolidation of bul 
plants and equipment, the survey@ 
indicated that some theoretical 
savings could be effected by join 
use of facilities, but that there was 
a Catch in each case. By increas- 
ing size of dumps per customer, 
fewer trucks would be needed bu 
no bulk stations would be closed, 
according to the report. 


It costs you about a penny-a-day to 
keep abreast of the automotive news 
better renew NOW! 
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INVASION BARGES CARRY TO FOREIGN FRONTS, MANY 
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ABSORBERS 


(USED BY U.S. ARMY) 


@ Monroe Shock Absorbers can be depended upon to perform per- 
fectly wherever they may go. 


: ' Sizes f 
26 years of scientific research; skillful manufacture, and testing, con- val 


tinue to maintain the accumulated prestige. War Vehicle: 


; ; Tanks 
On every front, in every climate, Monroe Shock Absorbers operate Srenaien 


satisfactorily under the most rigorous conditions. Half-Tracks 
Jeeps 

Ambulances 

Motorcycles 
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Wants All of U. S. 
To Share East’s 


Gasoline Cut 


WASHINGTON.—Asserting that 
“district discrimination” has been 
handed out to the eastern seaboard 
through bungling of New Deal bu- 
reaucracy, Senator Bridges (R) of 
New Hampshire, last week outlined 
a program for a more equitable 
distribution of fuel oil and gaso- 
line in New England. 

He called for an increase in gas- 
oline allotment for the New Eng- 
land and eastern area. 

“The coupon value of three 
gallons should be restored to its 
previous basis,” Bridges asserted, 
“and as soon as possible the 
three gallons should be increased 
to a four-gallon allotment if 
circumstances can permit. New 
Englanders should be permitted 
to travel and use their cars just 
as much as the people living in 
Texas and California. 

“If the petroleum administra- 
tor finds the product is not avail- 
able to carry out such a policy, I 
then ask that the entire country 
be placed on an equal ration and 
share whatever gasoline is avail- 
able.” 


Thirty-two years’ engineering and manu- 
facturing experience enables Auto-Lite 
to make important contributions to the 
war effort. This engineering ‘“‘know-how”’ 
and productive capacity are being used by 
an increasing number of manufacturers 
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E. J. THOMAS, left, president, and Cliff Slusser, vice-president of Goodyear 
Tire & Rubber Co., examining the first synthetic rubber tire to be produced 
in this country entirely of materials from government-sponsored plants. The 
styrene came from a plant in Texas City, Tex., operated by the Monsanto 
Chemical Co., the first government styrene plant to go into production, gnd 
the butadiene from a plant in Institute, W. Va., operated by Carbide & Carbon 
Chemical Co., e first government butadiene ant to go into production. 
The butadiene and styrene were co-polymerized in a government-sponsored 
plant in Akron operated by Goodyear. 
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Battery Co. has been awarded the sec-| in March, 1942. 
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WASHINGTON. — Public Roads 
Administration reports that traffic 
on rural roads in the Eastern 
rationed area showed a greater 
decline from normal in February 
than in any other month since 
rationing began. 

February travel in the East was 


R. I. Gas Sales Reach 


Lowest Point in Years 


PROVIDENCE. — (UTPS). — A 
smaller quantity of gasoline was 
used by Rhode Island motorists in 
February this year than in any 
other month in the past 14 years, 
figures show. 

In February only 4,955,126 gal- 
lons were consumed, compared 
with 10,252,751 gallons in the same 
month in 1942, a drop of 51.7 per- 
cent. Gasoline sales were 1,854,813 
gallons, or 27.2 percent under Jan- 
uary sales which totaled 6,809,939 
gallons. 
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who are contributing to an American vic- 
tory with every facility at their command. 

An Auto-Lite Division was one of the 
first to receive the coveted Army-Navy 
“FE.” Auto-Lite units which are being used 
on battlefronts all over the world include: 


STARTING, LIGHTING AND IGNITION * SPARK PLUGS ¢« BATTERIES * RELAYS * SWITCHES AND GOVERNORS 
FIRING CONTROL APPARATUS « FUSES * ETCHED, EMBOSSED AND LITHOGRAPHED NAMEPLATES 


GENERATORS « 


HORNS AND SIGNAL DEVICES «+ 


METAL STAMPINGS 


INSTRUMENTS AND GAUGES 


PROJECTILES * REGULATORS * STEEL CARTRIDGE CASES * ALUMINUM AND ZINC DIE CASTINGS 


WIRE AND CABLE «© MESS KITS * GUN FIRING SOLENOIDS = 
PLASTIC PRODUCTS = 


BOOSTERS « 


GUN FEED MECHANISMS 


TOLEDO, OHIO 


LEATHER GOODS « 
ARMOR PLATE ¢ TRACER AND IGNITER SHELLS « 
And confidential items which we are not allowed to name 


THE ELECTRIC AUTO-LITE COMPANY 


BLACKOUT LIGHTING 
FRACTIONAL HORSEPOWER MOTORS 


SARNIA, 


¢ IRON CASTINGS 


GUN SIGHT CASES 


ONTARIO 


AUTO -LITE 


IN ITS 26 GREAT MANUFACTURING DIVISIONS, AUTO-LITE IS PRODUCING A LONG LIST CF ITEMS FOR AMERICA’S ARMED FCRCES CN LAND, STA AND IN THE AIR 


"42 


off 52 percent compared with traffi 
in February, 1941. The February 
decline in the remainder of the 
country where rationing begay 
Dec. 1, 1942, was 35 percent. 

“The greater reduction in the 
East than in the rest of the count 
was due to the lower value of gaso- 
line coupons and the pleasure-, 
driving ban,” Public Roads offi , 
pointed out. “To cut travel 52 per- 
cent in February, much traffic nor 
mally considered essential, as welN 
as pleasure driving, had to be 
eliminated. February is normall 
the month of least traffic and* 
therefore, the month with the larg- 
est percentage of essential travel.” 

On a nationwide basis, traffic had 
declined about 42 percent on rural 
roads in February compared witk 
the volume in February, 19417 Tt 
had decreased about 8 percent in 
February, 1942. all 

The downward trend in traffié o 
rural roads began in January, 1942 
Public Roads Administration state 
During the preceding five years, 
the trend had been upward. Accord 
ing to records of several hundreé 
permanently installed automatic 
traffic recorders, the volume off 
traffic increased 19 percent from 
1939 to 1941, inclusive. 


February motor-fuel tax collec4 
tions of $30,766,000 in 32 states were 
31 percent less than in February, 
1941, Public Roads Administration 
also announced. The decline in the 
Eastern rationed states amounted 
to about 32 percent, and in thé 
remaining states about 30 percent. 
These tax payments are largely on 
fuel usage during January. 


Oil Committee 
Opposes Forced 
Pool of Facilities 


NEW YORK.—Opposing forced 
consolidation of petroleum market- 
ing facilities under federal direc 
tive as “socialization,” the Petro- 
leum Industry Committee for Dis 


trict Two, comprising the Midwest™—™ 


has issued a report favoring volun- 
tary action by petroleum market¢ 
ers, rather than pooling under 
compulsion. 


Released by B. L. Majewsky 
chairman of the committee, the 
survey was prepared by a _ sub- 
committee on joint use of facilities 
which was named at the request 
of Deputy Petroleum Administra 
tor Ralph K. Davies, Its findings 
concerned 15 Midwest states. 

“The committee,” it was an 
nounced, “concluded that economie 
pressures of wartime had already 
brought about the most feasible 
economies, and that more would 
follow naturally if the companies 
were allowed to work their own 
way. ‘Socialization of the distribu- 
tion facilities’ was regarded by the 
group as too great a price to pay’ 
for the relatively minor benefits 
possible through forcing joint use 
of facilities by government edict.” 

The survey found that 50 percent 
of the service stations are carrying 
on other business and that no man- 
power could be saved by halting 
their sale of petroleum products: 
while the remaining 50 percent, 
handling petroleum products exclu 
sively, already have been hard hi 
by closings and loss of men to 
war industry and military service 
The latter, it was noted, do 76 per- 
cent of the gasoline business. 


It was further stated that gaso 
line dealers are working in excess 
of 60 hours a week; few are o 
age or fitness for military service, 
and all are required to service and 
maintain essential motor transpor 
tation. 


Concerning consolidation of bulk 
plants and equipment, the surve 
indicated that some theoretical 
savings could be effected by join 
use of facilities, but that there was 
a catch in each case. By increas- 
ing size of dumps per customer 
fewer trucks would be needed bu 
no bulk stations would be closed, 
according to the report. 


It costs you about a penny-a-day to 
keep abreast of the automotive sows 
better renew NOW! 
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Special jungle boots 
ward off snake and 
insect bites. 


Cutting up old tires to 
reclaim the rubber. 
This operation re- 
moves wire bead. 


Rubber tank treads 
give extra speed and 
manoeuvreability. 


Bogie wheels make tanks 
last longer under rough 
usage of combat warfare. 


Inflatable boats for 
army are sef up on 
edge for final testing. 
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MORE THAN OUR4 
GO TO THE MENS 


We work to win the war...to win 

it as quickly as possible that our , 
sons and brothers and husbands 
who might otherwise not return 
shall come home again alive. 


Into every life raft, tank tread, 
shoe, tire or fuel cell is poured the 
quality workmanship and skill ac- 
quired in years of peace. 


We know that this quality of work- 
manship and the speed which comes 


with skill is the only way we can 
do our part for the men who daily 


UNITED STATES 


1230 Sixth Avenue, Rockefeller Center, New Yc 


Everything for the front...for a bettes 


a 


Asbestos suit for fi 
fighting crews on air- 
plane carriers and é 


airports. 


Cementing bulkhead 
seams in lifesaving 
boat for army fliers. 
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HEARTS 
AT THE FRONT 


offer their lives on the field of battle. 


We work hard, for we know the 
hell in which our men at the front 
live, and fight and die. 


We are determined that our work 
shall provide the finest equipment 
so that our armed forces may 
not spend one hour longer than 
necessary on those world-wide 


battle fields. 


Everything we have is going into 


this work. All our skill. All our ex- 
perience. Yes, all of our hearts. 


This bullet hole will close 
automatically in self-seal- 
ing gasoline hose. The 
same principle is utilized 
in fuel cells. 


Fuel cells for bombers go- 
ing into vulcanizer. Bullet- 
proof, they are shaped fo 
fit inside wings of airplane. 


This type of aux- 
iliary fuel cell is 
carried underneath 
fuselage of plane 
on long flights. 


RUBBER COMPANY 


In Canada, Dominion Rubber Co., Ltd. 
America tomorrow 
Testing barrage balloon 


designed for anti-aircraft 
protection. 


Auxiliary tanks for 
ferrying fuel to ad- 
vance bases. 
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Low Temperatures Affect 


Diesel, Gas Engine Equally 


DETROIT.—Diesel engines are 
no more difficult to start at low 
temperatures than are gasoline 
engines, according to C. H. Cloud 
and L. M. Ferenczi, of Esso Labor- 
atories, Standard Oil Development 
Co. 

“In addition, the use of special 
cold-starting fuels offers an oppor- 
tunity for the conversion of units 
in the field where large batteries 
and auxiliary heating equipment 
are not available,” Dr. Cloud told 
the SAE. 

Presenting data to back his 
point, Dr, Cloud pointed out that 
satisfactory starting of diese] en- 
gines at sub-zero temperatures can- 
not be obtained with conventional 
hydrocarbon fuels even though 
their cetane numbers may be un- 
usually high. 

Among the conclusions presented 
by Dr. Cloud are the following: 

1. Materials blended into normal 
diesel fuels in optimum concentra- 
tion to improve cetane number and 
cold-starting, will give a limited 


Facts and Flashes 


FROM THE WARTIME AUTOMOTIVE FRONT 


reduction in minimum. starting 


temperature. 

2. Starting agents introduced into 
the air stream of diesel engines 
not including crankcase scavenge, 
will allow starting at sub-zero tem- 
peratures without additional start- 
ing aids, provided that the crank- 
case lubricant and cranking facili- 
ties give sufficient cranking speed. 

An informal review of the mili- 
tary cold-starting experiences of 
most of the warring nations was 
given by Lieut.-Col, C. E. Cum- 
mings, Ordnance department. 

Emphasizing the vital importance 
of long and thorough preparation 
for cold-weather operation of mili- 
tary equipment, he pointed out 
that superior preparation explains 
in large part the success of the 
Russian winter offensives. 

His discussion of various cold- 
starting methods and equipment 
included a comparison of their ad- 
vantages and disadvantages for 
various types of service, and em- 
braced both gasoline and diesel 


Right-Hand Driving 


Used in Panama 
WASHINGTON. — Automotive 
vehicles in Panama are now 
operated in the right-hand lanes 
of highways and streets, instead 
of in the left-hand lanes as 
followed since 1903, according to 
U. S. department of commerce. 
The change anticipates the 
opening of the Inter-American 
Highway and the adjustment of 
Panama’s traffic rules in this 
regard to conform to those of 
most of the other American 
republics. The necessary changes 
in traffic lights and signs are 
already in process. 
air- 


engines — liquid-cooled and 


cooled. 

“Heat is one basic requirement,” 
he emphasized, adding that the 
engine fuel should be utilized to 
furnish the heat if possible. “An- 
other,” he continued, “is that the 
accessory equipment be simple and 
rugged so that. it can be easily 
installed and serviced, and will 
stand up.” 


It takes a strong fish to swim against 
the current, and a good dealer to 
stay in business now! 


Won't Sell to RFC... 


New-Car Sales 


Show Gain 


In Seattle Area 


Special to Automotive News 

SEATTLE.—The RFC won’t be 
able to buy any new cars here 
after July 1, judging from the pres- 
ent attitude of dealers who were 
interviewed by this Automotive 
News correspondent, The “frozen” 
cars are thawing out fast enough— 
in fact, too fast, it is feared—sell- 
ing to owners who likely will re- 
main in this territory as potential 
reservoir for future service and 
maintenance sales. 

Sales of new cars have improved 
since the broadening of eligibility 
and easing of restrictions, but are 
not essential. However, they are 
brisk enough. 

One dealer predicted that Sept. 1 
would see all new cars in this 
area cleaned out. Then only used 
cars can be relied upon for com- 
plete-unit sales, these to be none 
too plentiful. In fact already used 
cars are almost “out.” 


Said J. C. McClung, sales man- 
ager of Dick DuBois Co.: “There 


From the 


Technical Service Department 
ETHYL CORPORATION 


1600 West Eight Mile Road 
DETROIT, Michigan 


Warm weather is not the only thing coming to ease fuel crisis of East Coast. 
Ce eee ee 


Barge facilities on Mississippi are being enlarged. 


RFC has agreed to finance 


first leg of proposed 20-inch Texas to East Coast pipeline which will carry 


aviation gasoline. 


The "Big Inch" line is approaching capacity flow. 


And box 


cars lined with synthetic rubber "tanks" show satisfactory operation after six 


months on test. 


Looking for maintenance shop equipment? 
bution Division with up-to-date lists of available equipment and materials— 


idle, 


excess or frozen. 


Your nearest WPB Office has a Redistri- 


Also to list your own excess inventories. 
Oe en ee 


You are invited to check the list for your needs. 


Priorities on repair work in Canada give U.S. something to think about. 
a — 
Preference is given to repair jobs for trucks and cars holding high gasoline 
ration books over those with low rations for less essential use. 


Have you studied the 1943 registration figures by states and compared them with 
Mave you se eee ees Se 


wartime population shifts? 


Markets move fast nowadays. 


You have to be on the 


jump to keep up with trends for planning purposes—current or post-war. 


Even with 4% drop in truck registrations, the small truck—-owner still offers a 
Neer  _—— 


growing percentage of total market for preventive maintenance service. 
LL V—_— 


Emergency meetings of Army men with automotive industry to set uniform standards 
for maintenance of mechanized units accent need for similar simplified pre— 
ventive maintenance methods for over three million individually owned trucks 
vital to national economy. 


Dealer manpower shortage will get worse before it gets better. 
suggests these ways to solve your problems at home: 


Selective Service Board; get approval on replacement schedule. 


U.S. Employment Office; trend is towards all hiring there. 


LT 


the unskilled, contact War Manpower Commission. 


New dry type vehicle fire extinguisher suggested by WPB. 
No critical materials. 


powder. 


Made of cardboard. 


Washington 

(1) Get to know your 

(2) Cultivate 
(3) For training of 


It throws out a 


Making tire recaps easy to get for passenger cars actually saves rubber! 
Ha 


There's no longer any excuse for wearing a tread through to the fabric! 


Get the Point? 


Ne eee a an aneeenmeemiaeaananammaatoe 
The average tank car holds 8,000 gallons. 


Department: 


Oil is ammunition. 


Tanks of the Flying Fortress hold 8,000 gallons. 
Use it wisely. 


is more interest and sales are 
better. But the public must still 
be sold, since many do not real- 
ize they are qualified to buy. The 
present trend is that sales will 
continue at a satisfactory p 

We'll sell our cars to the public 
and not to RFC after July 1.” 


R. T. Ostrander, general mafi-" 
ager, Wm. O. McKay Co.: “The lib- 
eralized rules have made sales bet: 
ter, with the volume being satis- 
factory. None too many new 
automobiles are in stock in tk 
section. We can’t see any selling to 
the RFC.” 


Carl Anderson, of Andersori” 
Buick Co.: “The March 6 easing 
of regulations has stimulated sales, 
the past three weeks showing sub-" 
stantial gains in new-car transac- 
tions. Convertibles are moving at a4 
fast clip. A freight-break for tHe 
West would help cars in the $1,500- 
plus bracket, for the present, 
method of computing classificatién 
means practically nothing to us.” 


“New cars are selling at a" 
faster pace since the new rules 
became effective,” said S. L. Sav- 
idge, of the firm of that name” 
“There is marked increase in 
floor play and increased business 
has been booked. In fact, moré 
than we really want, since we 
don’t like to see our inventory 
diminish too rapidly. At present 
we have 600 new cars and trucks 
and we’d like to make them last 
@ year, but present indications 
are they’ll disappear within six 
months.” 

Sales have been helped some, but 
not as much as had been expected, 
was the opinion of Dean Howard, 
of Howard Motor Co. “Many C 
card holders are war workers who 
haven’t accumulated enough cash” 
or equity on their present car, to 
meet the stiff terms for even the 
lower priced new car,” he said. 
“The payment-on-the-line foots up 
to $435 on the cheapest cars we 
have. The 18-month payments run 
70 per month or so, with insurance 
and 6 percent interest charges ine 
cluded. So a higher-bracket used 
car value as a tradein or a prospect 
who has more cash in this group” 
or who comes from a professional 
or, bigger-money classification 
must be found. No doubt such 
buyers will appear and_ there 
doesn’t seem to be any new car 
sales problem on the horizon. How- 
ever, sales haven’t been quite up 
to expectations, 

Speaking for the “popular” 
makes, Howard said there would 
be no sales to RFC. 


Registrations Off 
85,630 in Mass. 


BOSTON.—Registrations of cars 
and trucks in Massachusetts for 
the first two months of 1943 shows 
that there was a drop of 85,630 
units. 

In 1942 those months had 795,321 
vehicles listed. There were 701,798 
cars registered against 618,211 this 
year. 

For trucks the number registered 
a@ year ago reached 93,523. For this 
year the total was 91,480, a drop 
of 2,043. 

For February, 1942, the total 
vehicles listed was 22,351. This 
— they were 13,161, a drop of 


N. J. License Receipts 


Show 15% Loss 


TRENTON, N. J.—Receipts for 
New Jersey’s 1943 motor vehicle 
licensing period totaled $15,198,025 
at the close of business Apr. 5, ac- 
cording to State Motor Vehicle 
Commissioner Arthur W. Magee. 
During the same period last year 
the receipts were $18,068,109, Thus, 
the reduction was $2,870,084, or 
about 15 percent. 

Although the department had 
cleared the great bulk of its busi- 
ness for the year, Magee pointed 
out there still were lines at some 
of the agencies and that a year ago- 
at the same time the lines had 
abated. He said it would be dif- 
ficult under the circumstances to 
estimate what the final receipts for 
the year would be. 





AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, APRIL 19, 1943 23—(271) 


| THERE’S A RIFT 
IN THE CLOUDS 


Apparently the worst is over so far as Governmental restrictions 
on the necessary and reasonable use of private automobiles is 
concerned. A fine spirit of public cooperation has contributed largely 
to an improvement in the situation. The drastic ban on “pleasure” 
driving in the Eastern states has been lifted; there seems to be no 
immediate danger that it will be extended to other sections of the 
country. Owners are now able to have their tires re-capped without 
special permission. The rubber situation still remains critical but 
Government experts predict that will be in hand by the middle of 1944, 
provided owners obey both the spirit and letter of conservation rules. 


Gasoline rationing has been in effect long enough to demonstrate 
that any person engaged in an essential activity and willing to share 
the ride can secure enough fuel to permit the use of his car for going 
to and returning from his work, or in pursuing an occupation that 
entails additional driving to the public welfare. 


The sale of the remaining stocks of new cars has been made 
somewhat easier by a general broadening of rules regarding the 
eligibility of purchasers. 


Automobile repairmen definitely have been classified by the 
Government as “essential” workers, and draft boards have been 
authorized to defer them under certain conditions. This is by no 
means a blanket exemption from military service, but it should help 
dealers to keep their service department staffs recruited to their 
minimum requirements. An important factor in determining the 
eligibility of service mechanics for deferment will be whether the 
individual largely is devoting himself to work that is necessary to 
maintain the transportation of war workers. 


All of these things combined would appear to indicate that auto- 
mobile dealers hereafter will find fewer obstacles in the path of their 
purpose to keep the nation’s personal transportation fleet in efficient 
operating condition. The fact that the public rapidly is being edu- 
cated to the idea that privately-owned vehicles are now a national 
asset serves to simplify the problem. More and more, the average 

i O Ke | owner is coming to regard his automobile as among his choicest 
' possessions. He is extremely susceptible to any appeal to take the 


- cca STATE PRODU best possible care of it. 
oe We are proud of the manner in which Chrysler dealers have sur- 
mounted the tremendous obstacles presented by the war emergency. 
We rejoice with them that some of these obstacles are being lessened. 
We feel that dealers will be able to continue to keep the vast majority 
of their owners’ cars rolling for the duration, unless the war is 
protracted beyond any date now anticipated. It is particularly grati- 
fying that so many owners have adopted such a cooperative spirit 
and are showing so much confidence in their dealers. 


Dealers are by no means “out of the woods” as regards their war- 
time operations. They still must do a big job under big handicaps. But 
we believe that the future is brighter than the immediate past has 
been, and that the same courage, ingenuity and energy that have 
enabled them to do the seemingly impossible for the last 17 months 
insures their being able to continue to discharge their great 
responsibility to America. 
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Dealer Reaps Profits... 
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Prewar ‘Seeds’ Bear 
Wartime Fruit 


VICTORIA, B. C—Despite a 
marked slump in car sales, the past 
18 months have been particularly 
active ones with National Motor 
Co., Ltd. here. This has been 
caused by the huge service busi- 
ness handled by the firm, which 
has the reputation of doing more 
service work for Ford customers 
than any other Ford dealer in 
Canada. 


The firm always had a large 
service department, but about 18 
months ago it decided to enlarge 
this division and go after service 
work on a big scale, believing that 
in this policy lay the salvation of 
the organization. Today service 
salesmen have been taken off the 
road because, large as the organi- 
zation is, it is impossible to handle 
business offered. 


Under existing conditions the 
firm has found a principle it 
established years ago still very 
true. Under normal conditions 
the firm never accepted work 
and promised a repair job for a 

given hour or day, unless the 
service er was confident 
the job could be delivered on 
time. This policy proved popular 
with customers and the habit 
was built up of checking on 
when a job could be done, and 
knowing definitely that if it was 
promised for a set time, the car 
would be ready. Similarly cus- 
tomers who could still operate 
their cars often postponed repair 
work until a time more suitable. 

Under present day conditions, 
with certain jobs having priority, 
and with more work offered than 
can possibly be handled, the edu- 
cational work with the customers 
in normal years is producing re- 
sults. Customers still know when 
a job is promised it will be ready, 
and they are equally well aware 
they cannot talk the management 
into accepting more jobs than can 
be handled. 

Among the commercial units 
serviced and maintained by the 
firm are 13 Ford buses which cover 
5,000 miles monthly. All service 
work on these units is done by 
National Motors. The company led 
in the sale of commercial units in 
Victoria in the past, and now it is 
servicing this equipment. 

Another point adopted in the 
past, and paying dividends today, 
was of completely checking cars, 
but awaiting definite instructions 
before adding to work orders. 

Service business has increased 
almost 400 percent in this shop in 
the last five years. In 1941, a 
growth of 4,000 service hours was 
recorded, and in 1942 a further 
gain was shown, and this would 
have been still greater had the firm 
been able to secure sufficient help 
to handle available work. 

The service department has 30 
employes, and through offering of 
ideal working conditions the man- 


agement has been able to retain 
practically the entire staff, save for 
those called for military duty. 


Dominion and federal govern- 
ment fleets in Victoria, equipment 
for a large bakery, and some units 
operated by the Army, Navy and 
Air Force are among other regu- 
lar visitors to the service depart- 
= as well as some light logging 
units. 


Repairs are handled as far as 
possible on a flat rate at stand- 
ard scale, employes being paid 90 
cents per hour. Equipment in 
the shops is the latest available, 
and this is helping to speed up 
the work. The premises are kept 
spotlessly clean, being frequently 
painted, and the floor is brushed 
at regular intervals. 

It is believed that a clean shop 
develops confidence and makes 
the establishment more popular 
with both the staff and the cus- 
tomers. Lighting is recognized 
as very important for similar 
reasons, and the shop is blessed 
with abundance of natural light- 
ing and an equally effective 
lighting installation. 

During the past year National 
Motor has averaged one used car 
sale per day, despite general drop- 
ping off of the market, and it is 
felt this is largely the result of the 
reputation for efficient service work 
which has been established by the 
firm. Two salesmen are now em- 
ployed, as compared with 10 pre- 
viously. The company still thor- 
oughly reconditions its used cars 
and feels this is more important 
now than ever before. It has also 
been found economical to complete- 
ly recondition used cars today in 
lower price brackets which form- 
erly sold as is. 

Coaches and fourdors are the 
most popular type of used car in 
Victoria just at present, it is re- 
ported, but anything which gives 
reasonable gas mileage, and with 
good rubber can be sold. Demand 
for coupes has dropped off and 
this type is more difficult to move. 

Used trucks are becoming very 
scarce but are still actively sought 
by used buyers. 

Guarantees are still given with 
all used cars sold, save specified 
“as is” jobs, and the re-sale price 
is reached by buying the car at a 
fair valuation and adding labor 
costs, wholesale on parts and over- 
head percentage. 

W. P. D. Pemberton and L. De S. 
Duke are heads of he company. 
At present Duke is on active serv- 
ice with the RCAF. R. M. Colleson 
is sales manager and W. H. Glad- 
ding service manager. These two 
officials have been 17 and 18 years 
with the firm. 


Spray Operations 
A 32-page booklet, entitled eee 
Spray Houipment on the Job,’’ has 
just been issued. 


INNER-SEAL 


WATERPROOFED 
WEATHER STRIPPING 


KEEPS OUT RAIN © SNOW e DUST e DIRT e DRAFTS 


INNER-SEAL affords REAL protection for the interiors of 
any automotive vehicle. Strong and durable. Lies flat against 
any surface. Used for years by leading manufacturers in 
the industry because it is effective and efficient in all kinds 


of weather and all seasons. 


Established 1837 


BRIDGEPORT FABRICS, INC. ... 


BRIDGEPORT, CONN. 


AWARDED ARMY-NAVY “E” 


Alcohol-Gasoline Tests 


Are Reported 

AMES, Ia.— Alcohol-gasoline 
blends, containing not more 
than 20 percent anhydrous ethyl 
alcohol, are satisfactory fuels 
for modern motor vehicle en- 
gines, on the basis of both fuel 
mileage and accelerating ability, 
it is concluded by R. G. Paus- 
tian, research assistant profes- 
sor of civil engineering, Iowa 
State College. Results of these 
tests are reported in Bulletin 
No. 158 of the Iowa Engineering 
Experiment Station, “Road Tests 
of Automobiles Using Alcohol- 
Gasoline Fuels.” 

Extensive road tests were con- 
ducted with two completely- 
equipped test cars, which were 
driven a combined total of more 
than 23,000 miles. Blended fuels 
Were used in one car and regu- 
lar gasoline in the other, while 
operating both cars simultane- 
ously over a 282-mile concrete 
test route in central Iowa. 
Simultaneous operation of the 
test cars eliminated, as far as 
possible, the effects of wind, 
temperature and other variable 
factors. Laboratory tests with 
small single-cylinder engines 
supplemented the road tests. 


1942 Car Sales 
Decline 92% 
In New Jersey 


TRENTON, N. J.—New car sales 
in New Jersey last year dropped 92 
percent from the 1941 level as a 
result of wartime rationing, which 
started in March, 1942, it was re- 
vealed by the annual report of the 
State Motor Vehicle Department. 


A sharp reduction also was 
shown in used car transactions. 
The business slump was reflected 
in the fact that 415 automobile 
dealer’s licenses were cancalled in 
the state during the year, leaving 
a total of 1,923 active dealers, 
licensed to do business in New 
Jersey, at the end of 1942. 

New car sales dropped from 
151,881 in 1941 to 11,402 last year, 
and used car transactions de- 
creased from 763,310 to 342,373 in 
the same period. 

Total registrations last year were 
1,196,209, a drop of 4.9 percent 
under the previous year, The num- 
ber of drivers’ licenses issued 
dropped from 1,447,751 to 1,363,052, 
a reduction of 5.9 percent. Depart- 
ment revenue from all sources 
dropped 9.4 percent to $22,409,928. 

In a summary of what he de- 
scribed as beneficial effects of war- 
time restrictions on motoring, 
Commissioner Arthur W. Magee 
cited a 31 percent decrease in total 
accidents, a 20.5 percent decrease 
in traffic fatalities and a 32.9 per- 
cent decrease in the number of 
persons injured. 


R. I. Registrations 
Drop Sharply 


PROVIDENCE.—(UTPS)— There 
were 17 percent fewer automobiles 
eligible to use Rhode Island high- 
ways on Apr. 1, the first day of the 
new registration year. 

The Registry of Motor Vehicles, 
after the usual final rush, closed 
its doors March 31 and recorded a 
drop of $412,239 in revenue as 
compared with the corresponding 
period a year ago. Although the 
revenue at the closing of the books 
March 31 amounted to only $1,903,- 
908, as compared with $2,316,147 
for the same day last year, Reg- 
istrar Paquin said he believed that 
registrations will continue heavy. 

“Despite the present reduction in 
gasoline, I think that before the 
beginning of the next fiscal year in 
July we will be within 5 percent of 
our last year’s registrations,” he 
said. 


PATA Sets Training 


PHILADELPHIA.—Plans are going 
forward to establish a mechanical 
training program under the sponsor- 
ship of the Philadelphia Automobile 
Trade Assn. Details are being handled 
by a committee composed of John S. 
aay: chairman; Sol Karpeles and C. 
A. Goodwin. 


It costs you about a penny-a-day to 
Keep abreast of the automotive news— 
better renew NOW! 


Gasoline Sales Off 30% 


February, 194 Pew , 1943 
dollars 


1,314 
426 
974 
589 
825 
177 

2,004 
281 

3,016 

2,018 

1,614 
947 

1,087 
855 

90 
370 

5,145 
208 

4,133 
807 

4,172 
311 

1,182 

1,967 

4,243 
284 
185 

1,571 

1,280 
791 

1,363 


Illinois 
Indiana 
Louisiana 
Minnesota 
Missouri 
Nebraska 
Nevada 

New Mexico 
*New York 
North Dakota 
Ohio 

Oregon 
*Pennsylvania 
*Rhode Island 
*South Carolina 
Tennessee 


*Vermont 

*Virginia 
Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming 


, Rationed Prior to 


, Rationed Beginning 


Total, 32 States 


Percent- 
age change 


i 


—18.0 
—37.6 
—29.9 
—43.5 
—41.5 
—836. 
—36.4 
—23. 
—$2.5~ 
—29. 
—23.0 
—16.2 
—38.4 
— 2.2 
—28.9 


—25.5 
—28.7, 


—19.6 
—23.5 
—29.0" 
—34.5 
—35.3 
— 10 
—37.8 


dollars 

1,077 
266 
687 
333 
483 
112 
1,275 
216 
2,024 
1,431 
1,242 
794 
670 
646 
88 
263 
3,085 
155 
2,946 
494 
3,353 
238 
839 
1,288 
2,745 
278 
115 
1,128 
1,002 
530 
814 
140 


10,628 
20,138 


30,766 


Sikorsky Looks to Future... 
Sale of Million Helicopters 


Seen in 10 Years 


NEW YORK.—Hundreds of 
thousands, possibly a million, heli- 
copters will be in the hands of 
American private plane owners 
within 10 years after the war, it 
was predicted by Igor I. Sikorsky, 
designer and builder of the highly 
successful Vought-Sikorsky rotary 
aircraft, in addressing the closing 
session here of the two-day nation- 
al aeronautic meeting of the So- 
ciety of Automotive Engineers. 

Sikorsky declared that the heli- 
copter would aid in the settlement 
of vast land areas in this country 
thinly inhabited at the present 
time. 

“The helicopter,” he said, “well 
may be expected to become a very 
popular type of aircraft extensively 
used by private individuals in a 
way similar to the automobile, and 
also by individuals and organiza- 
tions for a great variety of busi- 
ness and commercial assignments. 
The helicopter may be a vital fac- 
tor in the period of demobilization 
of the aircraft industry after the 
war, permitting the utilization of 
facilities and the employment of a 
gradually increasing part of the 
trained personnel which will be- 
come available. 

“It will make possible broader 
and better use of the territory of 
this country by opening for resi- 
dences, recreation, prospecting and 
development areas that now re- 
main practically idle because of 
transportation difficulties. All this 
may be foreseen with confidence, 
and I am convinced that within a 
decade after the war there will be 
hundreds of thousands, possibly a 


New Goodyear Solution 


Aids Tractor Tire Life 
AKRON.—Longer tractor tire life 
and better service are claimed for 
a new method of farm tire care— 
Solution “100” which is being made 
available to farmers by Goodyear 
Tire & Rubber Co. Goodyear of- 
ficials emphasized, however, that 
the method is adapted exclusively 
to tires which use inner tubes and 
to tires used only at low speeds. 
The Solution “100” method, which 
means filling each tractor tire tube 
to 100 percent of its capacity with 
water or calcium chloride solution, 
results in greatly increased trac- 
tion, longer tread life and increased 
drawbar pull, according to Good- 
year. In addition to maintenance of 
constant, even pressures, Solution 
“100” tires also means less bounce, 
creating a smoother ride for the 
tractor Operators, it is said. 


million, helicopters in actual ug, 
in this country.” 

Sikorsky, who developed the heli- 
copter, spoke of helicopters abj 


to travel between 120 and 140 


miles an hour and able to carrv 
between 12 and 20 passengers. M 
jor differences between the helicop- 
ter and the conventional airplane 
it was pointed out, are the ability 
of the helicopter to rise and de- 
scend absolutely vertically, or fiz 
forward, backward and side 
and to hover close enough to the 
ground to permit repairs to 
made. It can land and take off # 
any clearing large enough to ac- 
commodate the machine. 
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Bonds and Stamps— 


TO send telegrams 
conveniently, economically 
and swiftly — PHONE POSTAL 
TELEGRAPH. For your conveni- 
ence, charges appear om your 


phone bill. 
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A NEW “E” AWARD 
AT MUSKEGON 


A STAR ADDED 
AT DETROIT 


Two Continental 
Plants Receive Awards 


for High Achievement 


Loyal Continental men and women have 
been producing thousands of high-quality 
Red Seal Engines for all fighting fronts — 
Power to Win that is keeping alight the torch 
of liberty throughout the world. 


In recognition of work well done, these 
skilled Continental Workers have been 
awarded the Army and Navy “E” Award 
Pennant at Muskegon, while the Detroit Plant 
adds a white star to its ‘‘E’’ Pennant, signify- 
ing six additional months of Excellence in 
War Production. 
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NADA Goes to Bat... 
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SEATTLE POST-INTELLIGENCER, FRIDAY, MARCH 12, 1945 


Preference Rating Out 
For Shop Supplies 


WASHINGTON.—Automotive re- 
placement parts and automotive 
maintenance equipment have been 
removed from the list of items to 
the purchase of which preference 
ratings, assigned under Controlled 
Materials Plan Regulations Nos. 5 
and 5A, may be applied, the War 
Production Board announced last 
week. 

These exclusions from use of 
maintenance, repair and operating 
supply ratings are effected by 
amendments of both MRO regula- 
tions. 

Since, under the new rulings, 
auto dealers cannot get any pri- 
ority assistance in obtaining shop 


‘B.T. Trouble’ 
Big Cause of 


Tire Failures 


AKRON.—Chipped and worn 
wheel bearings have been isolated 
by Goodyear Tire & Rubber engi- 
neers as the cause of premature 
failure of many truck and trailer 
tires. Worn bearings, it was said, 
are mainly responsible for “flat 
spots” on tires which have plagued 
Operators of trailers for many 
years. 

Goodyear based its discovery on 
close inspection and studies of the 
tires used on more than 100 truck 
and trailer fleets. Each of the fleets, 
according to C. C. Osmun, manager 
of Goodyear’s tire department, was 
discovered to be using tires with 
“flat spots” which bearing trouble 
generated. 

In one fleet of 497 trailers, the 
Goodyear engineers found two bar- 
rels of bad bearings in 90 days, 
Osmun said. They were charged 
with wearing out a total of 146 
tires before the tires had yielded 
their maximum potential service. 

Loose rollers, chipped or worn 
rollers, chipped or worn outer race 
or chipped or worn inner race are 
among the sorts of bearing trouble 
which cause tire “flat-spots,” the 
Goodyear engineers reported. 

Goodyear started its study into 
“flat-spots” after it was found that 
fewer than 50 tires wear out among 
every 100 applied by truck-trailer 
operators. The balance, or the other 
50, must be discarded before their 
normal life expectancy because of 
blowouts, cuts, repair failures or 
mechanical defects which cause 
premature breakdowns. 

“We expect discovery and isola- 
tion of ‘B.T. Trouble,’ however,” 
Osmun said, “to make an important 
reduction in the number of prema- 
ture tire failures.” 

Osmun cautioned trailer opera- 
tors to take preventive measures 
wherever possible to avoid ab- 
normal wear on bearings. Worn 
bearings may be the result of over- 
loading or from improperly mated 
or incorrectly inflated dual tires. 


Democracy is the American way of 
life; let's keep it that way. 


¥’ | “~~ 


FOOD 


FROM OUT OF THIS WORLD 


a famed feature at all 
DEWITT OPERATED HOTELS 


In Cleveland 


HOTEL HOLLENDEN 


In Columbus 


NEIL HOUSE 


Iu Lancaster, 0. 
THE LANCASTER 


Iu Coming, NV. Y, 
THE een ee 


equipment, NADA is taking the 
matter up with WPB in an effort 
to restore the right to dealers to 
apply preference ratings. 

Action with respect to automo- 
tive replacement parts was taken 
in order to restore the system of 
free distribution of parts which ex- 
isted prior to the issuance of the 
CMP maintenance, repair, and op- 
erating supplies regulations. This 
is necessary, according to officials 
of the Controlled Materials Plan 
division, because not all essential 
transportation operations were as- 
signed equal ratings under regula- 
tions. 

For example, public transporta- 
tion companies were assigned an 
AA-1 rating, while agricultural 
transportation was assigned a 
lower rating. This gave _ public 
transportation preference over ag- 
ricultural transportation in secur- 
ing automotive repair parts, 

It is considered preferable to 
place all motor carrier transpor- 
tation on an equal footing with 
respect to securing repair parts, 
WPB said. This does not affect 
the requirement, however, that 
used parts be turned in when 
new ones are purchased. 

With respect to automotive 
maintenance equipment, the regu- 
lations placed filling stations on an 
equal footing with other automo- 
tive maintenance enterprises. This 
had the effect of increasing poten- 
tial maintenance equipment pro- 
duction, due to the assignment of 
the high ratings, which would, in 
the eyes of the WPB, be a misuse 
of the ratings. 

It was also pointed out that the 
MRO regulations are designed to 
assure continued production in 
manufacturing plants by mainte- 
nance and repair of machinery and 
that in the majority of cases, 
automotive maintenance equipment 
does not fulfill this purpose. 


Dealers Get Aid 
On Placed Orders 


WASHINGTON. — Dealers, _ dis- 
tributors and jobbers who are per- 
mitted to extend priorities ratings 
under the terms of Controlled Ma- 
terials Plan Regulation No. 3, as 
amended, have been granted as- 
sistance until June 30, 1943, on 
orders which have already been 
placed, to prevent discrimination 
against their rated orders to which 
allotment numbers have not been 
applied, This action was announced 
by the War Production Board with 
the issuance of Direction No. 1, 
CMP Regulation No. 3. 

The Direction indicates that 
orders without allotment numbers 
or symbols, placed by dealers, dis- 
tributors or jobbers prior to Apr.-7, 
1943, calling for delivery not later 
than June 30, 1943, must be deemed 
of equal rating to orders bearing 
the same grade of rating with al- 
lotment numbers or symbols. This 
means that companies which sup- 
ply distributors, jobbers and 
dealers, will have to take this fac- 
tor into account in adjusting pro- 
duction and delivery schedules of 
items ordered for delivery prior to 
the beginning of third quarter op- 
erations under CMP. 


OPA Clarifies Price Setup 


On Scrap Rubber 


WASHINGTON. — Scrap rubber 
articles bought to be repaired or 
reconditioned, so as to be capable 
of their original use, need not be 
sold at scrap rubber prices, OPA 
reports. 


Thus tires and tubes for auto- 
motive vehicles, bought to be re- 
paired and used as such, would 
come under the maximum price 
regulation for used tires and tubes 
and not under the scrap rubber 
schedule. The amendment, effective 
Apr. 13, 1943, states that the 
schedule shall not apply to any 
scrap rubber articles or materials 
acquired for the purpose of mak- 
ing them re-usable for their origi- 
nal purpose, even though they may 
be acquired together with scrap 
rubber that is covered by the 
schedule. 


ESSENTIAL = 


DECLARED 


USED CARS—SERVICE 


TO VICTORY 


IN THE SEATTLE AREA 


SKILLED & UNSKILLED 
MEN AND WOMEN 


URGENTLY NEEDED 


NOW 
TO “KEEP ‘EM ROLLING” 


“Maintenance and repair of automotive equipment has 
been officially declared essential by the War Manpower 


Commission.” Aa 7 } 


Director, United Stetes Employment Service, Stete of Washington 


“ESSENTIAL TO THE $ 
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B AFTER THE WAR-What? 


Automotive Trades Insure Perma- 
nent Post-War Employment... 
Guarantee Your Future .. . Work 
for Victory ... Be a Part of the 
Automotive Industry. 


UCCESSFUL CONDUCT OF THE WAR” - 


- ++ thus have Automotive Workers in this area been designated by the United States Government. As such, they are 
entitled to the considerations granted to all industries .which have been declared essential. 


HELP WANTED IN WAR-VITAL WORK! Never has 
the need been greater for manpower to maintain our auto- 
Motive transportation systems. Now, as never before, 
military and civilian cargoes must be moved ... food and 
other vital necessities must be hauled . .. war workers in 
Share-the-Ride groups must get to the war plants. The 
Seattle Transit System is doing everything it can. Patriotic 
civilians are walking more, driving less. Automotive work- 
ers are working harder and longer, to keep ‘em rolling. 
But because of the intlux of people to Seattle, and because 
many automotive workers are now on the fighting lines, the 
need for more is immediate .. . and great. 


A MESSAGE FROM MAYOR DEVIN.... 


“Defense transportation, o vital link im the war program, 
ne is the public transit system; the 
' Both are equally necessary and both 
must be kept running. 
As one of the cities im the critical ares, we are grateful that 
sutomotive maintenance men mow are declared essential by 
the War Manpower Commission. 
The mechanics whe beep the private cars in operation are 
performing valuable and vital service te the war pregrem. 
They can perfo @ patriotic duty te their city and their 
Ration by staying om their jobs and by doing them better 


You Are Urgently Needed! 


if you can fill any of the 
following jobs: 


Aute Body Repairman 
Electrician, Automotive 
Maintenance 


Mechanic (all around) 
Mechanic... Autometive 
Mechanic... Metorcycle 
Experienced Parts Clerk 

Sheet Metal Worker 


than they have ever done before.” 


Yams 


MAYOR OF SEATTLE 


UNITED STATES 


EMPLOYMENT SERVICE 


522 FOURTH AVENUE— 227te wasuincton 


UNITED STATES EMPLOYMENT SERVICE OFFICE 


Persons now engaged In essential war work, including Non-Ferrous Metal Mining, Milling, Smelting and Refining, ali Logging and Lumbering 
industries, Dairy, Poultry er Livesteck activity, SHOULD NOT APPLY! 


CAPTIONED 


the above appeared in Seattle papers. 


Employment Service. 


NADA Tackles 
Problem of U.S. 
Parts After War 


BIRMINGHAM, Ala.—How best 
to distribute to the public the 
millions of dollars worth of auto- 
motive parts and accessories, jeeps, 
tanks and tractors in the hands of 
the government after the war, is 
one of the big problems now being 
considered by the Post War Plan- 
ning Committee of the National 
Automobile Dealers Assn. said 
Archie Somerfield, committee chair- 
man and a NADA director, in ad- 
dressing the Alabama Automobile 
Dealers Assn. last week. 

Somerfield said the government 
would have on hand over $100,000,- 
000 worth of parts and accessories 
and these, if sold to the highest 
bidder as in the last war, could 
seriously effect the automobile 
business. He said he thought these 
should be distributed through regu- 
lar channels to the public. 


He also mentioned the thousands 
of trucks, jeeps, tanks and trac- 
tors which the government will 
have On hand, and which were also 
sold last time to the highest bid- 
der, with the result that some of 
the equipment was re-imported into 
this country. 

“We would like for all you deal- 
ers who have any ideas at all on 
after-war planning to send them 
into us,” said Somerfield. 


YOU, WHO ARE ALREADY WORKING IN 
THE AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY ... know 
the deep, solid satisfaction that comes from doing 
a Victory job! 
motive transportation is vital to a stable home- 
front economy. You know that wars aren't won 
by guns and tanks alone . . . that the solution 
of the transportation problem here in Seattle can 
affect the war in the South Pacific. 


YOU WHO HAVE FORMERLY WORKED 
IN THE AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY ... or 
who have the necessary skills . . 
opportunity to make a great contribution to the 
war effort, in a permanent job... under 
modern, comfortable working conditions ... with 
top wages. Sincerely, and as forcefully as we 
tan, WE URGE YOU to come to the Seattie 
U. S. Employment Service office, register, and 
become one of this gallant army of home-front 
soldiers who are part and parcel of an essential 
industry vital in winning the war. 


You know that efficient auto- 


+ here is your 


“Automotive maintenance men declared essential to victory in the Seattle area,’’ full-page ad 
They were sponsored by Seattle dealers ' 


in cooperation with 


Price Adjustments Made 
On Ford Rebuilt Engines 


CLEVELAND—An adjusted 
maximum price schedule for Ford 
and Mercury exchange rebuilt en- 
gines was issued last week by OPA, 
establishing uniform top _ prices 
that may be charged in Ohio, Ken- 
tucky, West Virginia, Indiana and 
Michigan for engines of this make. 

At the same time, a method for 
determining adjusted prices of all 
other types of exchange rebuilt 
engines was established in the 
order issued by Regional Price Ex- 
ecutive Edward C. Welsh, who said 
the action by this region was the 
first of its kind in the field of re- 
built engines. 

This OPA region led the others 
because the major part of the 
rebuilt engine business falls in 
Detroit, Cleveland and Cincinnati 
all of which are in this area. 


The move represents an effort to 
establish some orderliness in a 
market in which previous regula- 
tions, freezing prices at highest 
March, 1942, levels, were unsuited 
to present conditions existing in 
the industry, Welsh said. 

The schedules in most cases rep- 
resent an increase in prices and 
the adjustments were granted on 
the grounds that the engines di- 
rectly were needed in the war pro- 
gram and are “essential to a stand- 
ard of living consistent with the 


prosecution of the war.” The ad- 
justment was granted also on th 


grounds that at present prices, the... 


supply of the motors was definitely 
threatened. 

It applies specifically to an au-. 
tomobile engine rebuilt to at 
least the minimum specifications 
established by the manufacturer 
as of March, 1942, and which is 
physically exchanged when sold 
for another motor of the same” 
or similar type. 

Here is the schedule of maxim 


- 


an ae 


prices that may be charged at thé” 


various trade levels for Ford en 

gines: 

es 

Retaile 
Price 


Charg 
Rebuilder to 
Prices Retailer 

Model A $68 


$63 
Model B 63 6 
Model 60 71 77 
Model 85 71 77 
Model 95 . 79.50 85 
99 S-4 Ring 86 91 
19 B-Bus 86 91 
1 GT 90 h.p. 71 77 
6 Cyl. 


Type of 
Engine 


For all other makes of exchange 
automotive engines, whether 
passenger or truck type, the ad- 


of 


justed maximum prices are to be~.. 


determined by adding $10 to the 
March ceiling at all levels. 


“Dealers Tell Me,’’ by John O. 
Munn, is an open forum for the 
expression of dealers’ opinions. 


AUTOMOTIVE MAINTENANCE MEN 
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VERHEAD youhear thesteady, 
reassuring drone of mighty | 
engines. 


You look — and drawing its sure 
beeline across the sky is a giant 
bomber with four engines and twin 
rudders, evidence of America’s 
growing air might. 


You won't see that sight as often as 
our fighting men do, or our enemies. 
Most of the B-24’s being built in this 
country promptly move overseas 
where they can do the work that 
gives them their name, the “Liber- 
ator.” 


But watching their record on the 
fighting fronts, we’re mighty proud 
to have had a part in putting this big 
ship in the air, for the “Liberator” 
is powered by Buick-built engines. 


Buick skill, Buick precision, Buick 
craftsmanship built the Pratt & : 
Whitney engines that pull those “ 
wings through the sky — and are 

building plenty more every month. % 





But that isn’t the important thing. 

What counts is — those engines are bi 
there — thosaplanes are there — and 
have been for months. 






And we'll leave it to you to judge, 
from what you read about the B-24 
“Liberator,” if they aren’t doing the 
kind of job you’ve come to expect 


of Buick. 


Let your dollars 
lend a hand 


28—(276) 


Road to VICTORY 


it Make the Mayfair your stop for 

YK pep-restoring sleep and a satisfying 
QUY9} mecl.—you'll push on towards 

x Victory with renewed vigor * «® 


. 
vor MMauyfairs: tours 


Over 50% of all rooms $3.50 or less single 


WE'RE HOLDING THE Poet 
UNTIL THE BOYS COME BACK” 


Help hard to get? Check! Food 


ial get- 
intenance materia 
and mainte ble check! 


But all these difficulties “ 
*small potatoes” in the “p = 
the one big job and goal aheo 


for all of us. 


ting scarcer? Do 


e, we're *holding 
* until the boys come 
ss os the Johnnie Dough- 
boys a today will be the a a 
traveling men and pre “pr a 
tomorrow --- and a well - e o 
society must be in readiness 


their return. 


In the meantim 


“WE ARE CURIOUS” 


is a questionnaire placed in 
Roosevelt rooms. Responses en- 
able us to improve our service. 


'F ike Ra Revsevelt 
for 95 find on 
uieco witheuf— Duy 
protenti te 
is the answer we 
get most often 


ROOMS WITH BATH FROM $4.50 


25%, Reduction on Room 
Rates to Members of the 
Armed Forces. 


HOTEL 
ROOSEVELT 


MADISON AVE. AT 45th ST., 
NEW YORK 


BERNAM G. HINES, Managing Director 


Direct Entrance from Grand Central Terminal 
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Tough in Britain 


But, Like in U. S., Dealers Who Adapt Themselves 
To New Conditions, Make Out Okay 


Epitor’s Note: Because many 
problems of the British auto 
dealer and repair shop parallel 
those in the United States, Auto- 
MOTIVE News believes the follow- 
ing article may help American 
dealers to meet, in whole or in 
part, some of their own difficul- 


ties: 

By Robin Walker 
Staff Correspondent 

LONDON.—(UTPS)—By Air— 
Just as the war has affected other 
British industries unevenly, helping 
one section and giving the other a 
kick in the pants, the auto dealers 
have been hampered or helped to 
the extent to which the individual 
dealer specialized and could adapt 
himself to new conditions. 

This is most clearly shown by the 
fact that a firm which had always 
handled a lot of commercial work, 
still does so, while a firm which 
catered to private owners, just does 
not any longer have any owners to 
cater to. A firm which specialized 
in repainting, spraying and body- 
work, can no longer get such work 
since owners no longer exist, paints 
are controlled and, for the dura- 
tion, gay colors are out. 

It is thus most difficult to give 
a factual report which will be 
true in every instance, and such 
differences must be kept in mind. 
What is true of course is that 
every section, whether large or 
small, has been most seriously 
hit, not only by the war but by 
the many side issues which the 
war has brought to the British 
businessman, 

Certain big factors have helped 
to kill the trade of the auto dealer 
and to reduce his present turnover 
to a mere fraction of its prewar 
standard, when garage owning and 
motor engineering was rated a 
worthwhile proposition and a field 
in which a good man could do very 
well. 

These facts might be listed as 
follows, although not necessarily in 
the order of importance: 

Complete elimination of the 
private car owner for the dura- 
tion. 

Petrol rationing with its effect 
on turnover. 

Manpower withdrawal, and lack 
of alternative labor. 

Spare part shortage and infer- 
ior materials. 

Rubber shortage and tire con- 
trol. 

Complete stoppage of car pro- 
duction for civilian needs and for 
commercial use (except in this 
latter case by license). 

It can be seen from that list that 
the major sources of renumeration, 
(sales of new cars, petrol, tires, 
repairs and servicing) have been 
neatly blocked by one or other 
form of control, and the wonder 
must be not so much how well the 
dealer here is doing, but rather 
how he manages to carry on at all. 


The Problems 

Naturally some have just failed 
to weather the storm and have 
closed down, but in only one in- 
stance in a big city, where I made 
a survey, was this a complete clos- 
ure, In all other cases where clos- 
ure was forced on a garage proper, 
alternative work was got to allow 
continuity of occupation and in- 
come. 

The biggest blow has been of 
course the complete elimination 
of the private motorist, In 
Britain today no one can run & 
car unless he is on vital war 
work, or unless he has adequate 
reason, such as disability or lack 
of adequate alternative transport. 
This is arranged through the con- 
trol of the local petroleum officer 
whose duty it is to grant petrol 
(gas) ration coupons. These, in 
units, are issued only where an 
owner can show adequate reason, 
and no private owner is allowed 
an allowance unless for one of 
the permitted reasons. 

Thus at one fell swoop, the gov- 
ernment, through the petroleum 
board and forced by the need to 
economize petrol and oil, as well as 
to conserve tyres, has eliminated 
the greater part of the private mo- 
tor trade in Britain. Garages which 
served these types are thus badly 
hit. 

In recent months there has been 
even a still greater tightening up 


of their regulations, and increased 
efforts are being made to find out 
cases where untrue. statements 
have been made to get a petrol 
ration. In such instances, prosecu- 
tion is made for improper use of 
petrol, and heavy cash sentences 
have been made in hundreds of 
cases within the past few months 
in each big center, The control is 
now so tight that a motorist, given 
a petrol allowance for any reason, 
is not permitted to deviate his 
normal business route even by half 
a mile to attend to a non-essential 
purpose. 

By this method private motor- 
ists have been forced off the 
roads. Many have sold their cars 
and many more have laid them 
up. In their temporary garages, 
or homes, the cars lie in immi- 
nent danger of tyre confiscation, 
and a survey has been made of- 
ficially of all such laid-up cars, 
the government retaining the 
right to take tyres or car as and 
when it cares on payment of 
compensation to be fixed by 
themselves presumably. 


The important point for the auto 
dealer is that this change has hit 
a vital blow at his trade, and firms 
which formerly did a trade entirely 
with such owners have been worst 
affected of all the various sections. 

It is difficult to make any ac- 
curate estimate of the cut since 
this varies from dealer to dealer, 
but there are cases where a gar- 
age may be doing only from 5 to 
10 percent of previous gas sales 
and be regarded as being fortun- 
ate. In most cases the average is 
lower still. 


Manpower Acute 

The manpower withdrawals have 
also been serious. Now, however, 
the industry is cited as coming 
under the Essential Works Order 
which forces mechanics over 30 to 
stay if their employers regard them 
as key men. While this is a safe- 
guard, it is not a positive one since 
many thousands of skilled men es- 
caped to the Services and to other 
war industries, in the early days 
of the war, while the supply of re- 
cruits has dwindled through the 
natural tightening of labor reserves. 

While conditions vary again, in 
most cases the shortage is acute 
and proprietors are doing any 
and every job, working long 
hours and with poor materials, 
to keep their firms intact. 

In many cases service shops have 
been reduced from six to 10 men 
down to having only the owner and 
an elderly or youthful helper. 


Repair Parts 

To add to their other problems, 
all British dealers have been up 
against a spare parts problem. 
While an improvement has been 
made, it is still a major problem 
and vehicles have been known to 
lag for months awaiting the advent 
of some part from the original 
makers. In too many cases, the 
makers simply do not bother to 
reply where a part is unprocurable 
and where it can be got simply 
state the period of delay and leave 
it at that. 


TYRE CONTRO L—Where 
previously almost any garage 
could sell tyres, the authority to 
do so has now been vested in a 
limited number of tyre factories 
who are authorized to sell to and 
through dealers, on very strictly 
controlled terms and only for es- 
sential purposes. 

Thus another important section 
of trade has been removed with its 
prospects of profitable income, 
from a very large section of the 
trade. While there has been some 
resentment among those firms 
which may no longer sell tyres, it 
is generally agreed that the limited 
sales permitted do not mean much 
in income to the firms selected to 
act as agents or factors under the 
government scheme. 

The stoppage of production, for 
general purposes, of new cars has 
been yet another big blow to 
dealers, Even the smallest garage, 
prewar, had a share of new sales, 
the general system being that 
agents and subagents benefited by 
any sale they passed to the main 
agents or distributors. Thus a 
single sale benefited a considerable 
number of trade members, and the 


DEALERS SHOW intense pride in the war goods their factories are making 


and Pontiac dealers are no exception. 


gun plant, following a business meeting. 


many thousands of sales in total 
made up a very large part of the 
trade to many of the firms. Again 
those serving the private car owner 
have been most seriously affected. 
The high pressure salesmen and 
the whole organization behind 
them have been ruthlessly scrapped 
as a result and was, indeed, one of 
the first casualties in the trade. 


The Remedies 

To these problems, the average 
dealer has brought all the resource 
and “guts” he can and his remedies 
have proved capable of at least re- 
taining him in business to date. 
Some of the remedies have been, in 
fact, the gateway to new develop- 
ments which will pay handsomely 
postwar. 

Losing private owner trade, 
most dealer shops at once 
switched on to commercial work. 
Even where limitations have 
been made in the use of com- 
mercials, they have not been cut 
off as have private cars, and still 
offer to the alert retailer or 
dealer a market for his skill. The 
loss of labor by other garages in 
his town has had the effect of 
spreading the available com- 
mercial work over a large num- 
ber of garages, and it might be 
fair to claim that in the average 
British town or city, the total 
number of garages, working with 
greatly reduced staffs, is taking 
almost the same amount of com- 
mercial work now, as Was cov- 
ered prewar by a limited number 
of specialists with vastly greater 
staffs. 

Other private shops immediately 
looked for war work, sent their 
best technical men to armament 
and aircraft centers, got them back 
trained and ready to turn to vital 
war work, Such firms simply did 
not bother too much about retain- 
ing their car connection. They 
simply piled into war work and are 
making a splendid job in small 
shadow factories scattered over the 
landscape. To them the war has 
brought new opportunities. 


No Gas Solution 

There is no solution to the petrol 
shortage. That being so, dealers 
are simply enduring it. What can 
be said is that each garage can 
attract or lose its share of the 
available permitted petrol business 
by its courtesy and service; but 
even these are not essential com- 
modities in business here, in these 
difficult days. 

The shortage of labor is being 
met by the conscription of women 
into industry. The Ministry of 
Labor and National Service has 
started a scheme which has im- 
mense value to the industry, 
whereby women appear to be of 
@ practical turn of mind are of- 
fered training as motor me- 
chanics. Many have accepted this 
training voluntarily, and already 
a fair stream of women technic- 
ians is coming along to help the 
industry. 

The spare part problem is being 
met in three ways. The first is the 
well-tried method of scrapping the 
worst of the present cars and using 
their spares, and many specialist 
firms have done immensely valu- 
able and profitable work in scrap- 
ping. 

The second method, also widely 
adopted, has been to improvise 
spares. Blacksmiths and welders 
have turned out very creditable 
spare parts in their garage work- 
shops; these parts, fitted after 
making, have helped to turn out 
vehicles which might have laid for 
months while the wanted spares 
were being extracted painfully and 


‘slowly from the makers or dis- 


tributors. 
The third method is important. 


Here a group tour a Pontiac Motor 


Alarmed at the delay in getting 
vehicles out because of this 
shortage, the Ministry of War 
Transport, through its special 
ministry officers, devised a scheme , 
whereby local managers were ap* 
pointed, Garage owners requiring 
spares for vital work could short- | 
circuit the long delay of asking 
the makers for help by going di- 
rect to the manager for the area, 
If the job justified it, sparés 
would be forthcoming immedi- 
ately from a central pool and in 
practice this job has worked 
reasonably well. 


Used Car Phase 

While the stoppage of civilian 
production prevents the sale of cars 
to civilians, there is no real stop- 
page on sales to commercial and 
industrial users who obtain buyin 
permits. So that dealers can sti 
earn a little by handling such sales. 
There is also a reasonably good 
business being done by the second 
hand trade in buying civilian-laid- 
up cars for resale to any of the 
many government § departments 
which are always in the market, 

There is, indeed, a demand for 
low mileage good-condition cars, 
and dealers who go out of their 4 

way to buy such and resell to 
authorized buyers can still do a 
reasonably good trade. 

It would be futile to suggest 
after listing these defects and the 
remedies adopted, that the balance 
is not weighed against the dealer. 
He just cannot hope to be doing, 
better than he was prewar. 
some are managing out better than 
others, as a whole the trade is ing 
deep water. 

Still Vital Link 

It will not be permitted to sink 
altogether, since the service shop 
is still a vital link in the national 
system and were war to be brought 
on to our doorstep, it would be 
still more important as a repairer 
of war vehicles. For this reason 
and for his value to the industrial 
transport system, the garage tech- 
nician, as distinct from the mere 
retailer of gas and cars, will be 
kept in business, even if that@ 
means—as it does now—overwork 
and worry and no financial benefits. 

For if by any error of govern- 
ment administration—or by chance 
—a garageman manages to make 
some money in these war days, 
there are always excess profit tax- 
ation, income tax and all the other 
little taxes lying in wait round 
the corner to remove the lucre he 
has managed to make stick, 

Yes, it’s a tough job being a 
dealer in Britain these days. 


Gulf Completes 
100-Octane Unit 


PORT ARTHUR, Tex.—J. Frank, 
Drake, president of Gulf Oil Corp., 
last week announced completion of . 
a new Houdry catalytic cracking 
unit for the production of 100-oc- 
tane aviation gasoline at the com- 
pany’s refinery here, This unit will 
greatly increase the production of 
100-octane aviation gasoline. 

The completed unit is a part of 
Gulf’s aviation gasoline program 
being carried out in cooperation 
with the government. This unit was 
rushed to completion with the aid 
of a directive of the War Produc- 
tion Board, Entirely financed by 
Gulf, the entire output of these fa- 
cilities is supplied to the fighting’ 
forces. 


Graveyard Yield 


INDIANAPOLIS. —P. D. Mimmitt, 
district chief of the WPB scrap pro- 
cessors branch, announces that auto-’ 
bile greveyards in Indiana have yielded 
11,540 tons of scrap iron and steel in 
the last three months. 
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» the 4th Dimension 


Goodyear Back on Ether: 


Post’s Bond Show 
By Pete Wemhoff 


Resumes 

Beginning Tuesday, Apr. 20, 7:30 
to 8 p.m., EWT, Goodyear Tire and 

ubber Co. will start sponsorship 
of a series of weekly programs 
over 110 NBC stations. Titled “Sa- 
te to Youth,” the broadcasts will 
present Raymond Paige and his 40- 
ece orchestra of young musicians; 
12-voice chorus; Nadine Conner, 
Metropolitan Opera star; William 
. White, war correspondent; Ber- 
Kroeger, narrator, and Ben 
Grauer, announcer. 

In addition, a technician from 
the Goodyear factories will be 
selected each week to relate a 
story of production line ac- 
complishment. 

“Salute to Youth” represents 
Goodyear’s return to radio after an 
interval of approximately 10 years. 

he program, the company an- 
ounced, is in line with the firm’s 
“expansion of total war effort.” 

hur Kudner, Inc., placed the 
account. 


ampaign 
Elastic Stop Nut Corp. of Ameri- 
has launched an extensive ad- 
vertising campaign designed to fa- 
miliarize industry and the public 
vith the self-locking, vibration- 
proof stop nut it is producing for 
e war effort. 
Full-page advertisements in a 
list of national weekly and 
nonthly magazines will explain 
the principles of the device and 
indicate some of the applications 
» be e@ on peacetime 
products, and will aid in build- 
ing a consumer market for the 
levice after the war. 
A wide list of trade and technical 
ublications will carry advertise- 
nents setting forth specialized ap- 
plications of the stop nut. The list 
over 42 industrial, engineering, 
aviation, automotive, electrical, oil, 
steel, railway and marine papers. 
e campaign is under the direc- 
tion of William Reynolds, advertis- 
g manager of Elastic Stop Nut 
orp., with Arthur Kudner, Inc., as 
the agency. 


how 

Built around Norman Rockwell's 
baintings of the Four Freedoms, a 
mammonth promotion known as 

e “U. S. Treasury Department— 
Saturday Evening Post War Bond 
Show” will tour 40 of the nation’s 

rgest cities, beginning Apr. 26 in 
Washington. 

Announcement of the cooperative 
Sromotion, which will be presented 
to the public in each city by a lead- 

g department store, was made 
ast week at a trades press confer- 
ence by Don C. Miller, U. S. Treas- 

y department, and Scott Faron, 
publicity manager of the Post. 


Major attraction of the show 
will be the first public exhibition 
of the original canvases of the 
Rockwell paintings, which were 
reproduced recently as a special 
editorial feature in the Post. 
Theme of the show is “Keep the 

ght of Freedom Burning,” and 

ts physical properties include a 
series of 12 bond-selling window 
lisplays and an interior exhibit, 
covering a minimum of six thou- 

d square feet of floor space. 

Retail executives who have seen 
the plans agree that the show is 
the largest traveling promotion 
“in department store history, and 
War Savings Staff officials de- 
scribe it as “the best retail War 
Bond promotion idea to come out 
of this war.” 

Many features, designed to stinu- 
ate the sale of War Bonds and 
Stamps, have been incorporated in 
the promotion. One “first” is the 
suance by the Treasury depart- 
ment, exclusively for the show, of 

ee souvenir covers for bonds and 

“tamp albums. Another is the of- 
fering, as free prizes, of thousands 
original Saturday Evening Post 


covers, illustrations, cartoons and 
manuscripts. Most of the latter 
will be autographed by ~ their 
authors. 

Premiere of the show will be 
held at the Hecht Co. store in 
Washington, with a preview on 
Monday evening, Apr. 26, for gov- 
ernment officials, other notables 
and the press. The show will open 
to the public on the following day 
and run for a period of two weeks. 
The next presentation will be in 
Philadelphia under the sponsorship 
of Strawbridge & Clothier, whose 
preview is scheduled for May 14. 
The itinerary of the show is now 
being worked out to effect the most 
direct transportation in accordance 
with wartime conditions. Other de- 
partment stores, for which dates 
have been set are Sage-Allen & Co., 


PLIES ATA 


THEME EMBLEM and slogan of the 
U. S. Treasury Department-Saturday 
Evening Post War nd Show, which 
wn be launched in Washington, Apr. 


Hartford; Wm. H. Filene’s Sons 


Co., Boston; Sibley, Lindsay & 
Curr Co., Rochester; Wm. Hen- 
gerer Co., Buffalo; J. L. Hudson, 
Detroit. 


fie. 
pat BE. 
fri 


ODAY-—like three other famous Borg- 
Warner divisions, Pesco, Long Manu- 


Fined 


U. 8. justice department, which 
took the initiative in the case, 
has fined the New York Retail 
Dry Goods Assn. and 15 depart- 
ment store members $5,000 each 
on pleas of nolo contendre to a 
charge of violating the anti-trust 
laws. 

The stores were charged with 
boycotting the New York Times 
because it had announced an in- 
crease in advertising rates. Act- 
ing Attorney General Fahey em- 
phasized that the Times had not 
filed a complaint. 


Press Praise 


Newspapers are contributing 
about $50,000,000 worth of advertis- 
ing space this year to promote 
United States Government war pro- 
jects, while the amount is being 
matched by a similar contribution 
from industries, Chester J. La- 
Roche, chairman of the Advertising 
Council, said last week: 

A similar amount is being con- 
tributed by industries in coopera- 
tion with radio stations, while 
still another sizeable contribution 
is being made by the magazines 
of the country, LaRoche said, 

LaRoche cited the paper and 
scrap drives as outstanding ex- 
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amples of newspaper “selling” aid, 
and said the present Second War 
Loan campaign was a typical ex- 
ample of “selling laid in the laps 
of publications” to carry out. 


Acting 


F. Lee Johnston, first vice-presi- 
dent, will head the Detroit Adcraft 
Club as acting president until 
annual elections are held in June. 

Johnston is taking over the 
duties held by the late D. C. (Bill) 
Murray. At present Johnston is 
field executive for Detroit USO and 
is vice-president of Advertising 
Services, Inc. 


Col. Stanton 

Funeral services were held Apr. 
12 for Col. Robert T. Stanton, 94, 
dean of Detroit and Chicago ad- 
men, who died Apr. 10 in Birming- 
ham, Mich., after a long illness. 

After entering the advertising 
field in 1870 with Chas. Schribner 
& Sons, Col. Stanton became as- 
sociated with Century magazine 
which he served as Western ad- 
manager for 30 years. He helped 
organize the Agate Club in Chi- 
cago in 1894. 


It costs you about a penny-a-day to 
keep abreast of the automotive news— 
better renew ! 


and met the almost impossible delivery dates. 


We are proud of our new “E” flag—and grate- 


facturing and The Spring Division — 
Mechanics has received an Army-Navy “E” 
flag “for outstanding achievement in producing 
war equipment.” 

This equipment includes matériel that is see- 
ing action on every fighting front. Magazines 
for aircraft cannon, shell fuzes, universal joints 
for trucks, tanks, tank destroyers, armored ve- 
hicles, planes, surface and undersea craft. 

Just two weeks after our first deliveries of the 
magazines for aircraft cannon, our quota was 
jumped 1000%. We accepted the challenge. 
With strict adherence to the highest quality 
standards, we stepped up our production rate 


ful to the Army and Navy for this distinction 
they have conferred. 

But we must confess that this award came as 
no real surprise to those who have known the 
fine performance of Mechanics production 
through years of peace. 

Today, while doing this vital war job, Me- 
chanics continues to anticipate important home 
front needs. We are turning out our full share of 
parts for industry and essential transportation. 
And for the farmer, on whom depends so much 
of our success at home and on the battle field, 
we are supplying parts for the maintenance of 
tractors, trucks and implements. 


MECHANICS UNIVERSAL JOINT DIVISION 


BORG-WARNER CORPORATION... ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS 


“In transportation ... industry... aviation ...and on the farm” 
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Commercial Car New 
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seoreress 
New Didos 

Bendix Fest 
No Truck 


By 
Jack Weed 


T HAS always struck me as 

peculiar that our leading crystal- 
gazing engineers, who break out in 
print on postwar trends, definitely 
stay clear of making any prophesies 
as regards the trend trucks and 
truck power will take in the new 
automotive era that will dawn 
when the lights come on around 
the world again. Even such a well- 
known creative designer as John 
Tjaarda, who broke loose with a 
postwar prophecy in the May issue 
of the American Magazine, touched 
on practically everything else. 


He out-stouted Bill Stout on the 
question of pre-fabricated housing 
with a central powerhouse tower or 
room that will provide power for 
all household utilities; he put wings 
on his modern cars so that they 
will be able to hedge-hop from lake 
to stream for the fishermen, and 
takes them off for the short drives 
on the new _ superhighways. He 
even goes into the matter of post- 
war clothes for both men and 
women. 


Yet many of the very develop- 
ments on which he bases his 
prognostications — lighter metals, 
higher octane fuels, more liberal 
use of plastics and better synthetic 
rubbers—all will have a direct bear- 
ing upon truck design. 

* * * 


TJAARDA’s postwar pictures are 
not born of fantasy—for an engi- 
neer who made his mark in the 
automotive field, keeping ahead of 
the factory engineers with practical 
designs so that the body building 
firm he draft-boarded for would 
always be ready with a new body 
design for the car their customers 
engineers developed—cannot be ac- 
cused of just dreaming his stuff. 
Some of his former “dream cars” 
now have been licensed for years, 
many have already hit the scrap 


(See TRUCKIN’, Page 37, Col. 1) 
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Used Truck Price Ceilings” 
Penalize Individual Buye 


Military Receives 
60,517; Civilians 
51,241 Trucks 


Stockpile Report Shows 
Most of Light-Units 
Are Going to Govt. 


WASHINGTON. — It was 
revealed last week that the 
armed forces and lend-lease 
have obtained a slight edge 
in the 111,758 trucks that 


were released from the “frozen” 
truck stockpile during the year, 
which started March 9, 1943. Dur- 
ing this first year of truck ration- 
ing, civilian buyers have been able 
to get 51,241 trucks of all sizes, 
including trailers and miscellane- 
ous. vehicles, while the armed 
forces plus lend-lease have received 
60,517 units. 

Of the 60,517 vehicles going to 
the government agencies, 15,474 
units were light trucks, 30,246 
medium, 6,164 heavy, 1,789 trailers 
and 3,844 miscellaneous vehicles. 
In only two categories were re- 
leases top-heavy in favor of the 
government agencies. 

In the light truck class, govern- 
ment agencies got 15,474 vehicles 
against the civilian 8,330 and in 
miscellaneous government got 3,844 
as against 1,476 for civilian. Civil- 
ians, however, were top heavy in 
only one classification, 


Production-Line Conversion .. . 


FIRST OPERATION in converting 1%4-ton, 160-inch wheelbase, dual-wheel | 
Chevrolet truck chassis in the Bronx (N. Y.) plant of the University Chevrolet, | 
Inc., is removing the rear cross member and spring hangers and measurin 


s# 


the 


frame and frame reinforcement for cutting to standard 134%4-inch wheelbase 


length. 


that of |‘ 


trailers, where civilians got 6,630} . 


to the government’s 1,789. 

ODT announced last week that 
21 percent of all commercial motor 
vehicles released for civilian use 
from the nation’s pool of new 
trucks in the first year of alloca- 
tion, which began March 9, 1942, 
were purchased for construction 
work directly connected with the 
war effort. 

During the year, the War Pro- 
duction Board approved the re- 
lease of 51,241 vehicles for 
civilian use. Of these, 8,330 were 
light trucks, 26,916 medium 
trucks, 7,889 heavy trucks, 6,630 
trailers and 1,476 miscellaneous. 
Twenty-three percent of the 
light, 23 percent of the medium 
and 18 percent of the heavy 
trucks were withdrawn for war 
construction projects. 

Leading the list of industries in 
the number of civilian permits is- 
sued were agriculture and logging, 
each of which was allocated 9.23 


(Continued on Page 35. Col. 1) 


N.Y. Dealer Converts Trucks 


On Production-Line Basis 


BRONX, N. Y.— Operating a 
large portion of its establishment 
as a truck conversion plant with 
output on a production-line basis, 
University Chevrolet, Inc., here 
also has its service department 
functioning full-time in helping to 
maintain essential civilian wartime 
transportation. 

University Chevrolet’s unusual 
wartime contract, negotiated with 
the U. S. Engineers, calls for the 
conversion of Chevrolet Export 
14-ton, 160 wheelbase, dual wheel 
truck chassis to 134'-inch wheel- 
base, and for the construction and 
installation of platform bodies and 
“Victory” cabs for these converted 
units. 

Currently, production in the deal- 
er’s well-organized plant is at the 
rate of about 40 vehicles per week. 
Owners of the business handle all 
details of the truck changeover 


In This Section 


Pa. Truck Bill Passes 
Converting Pass. Car 
Truck Releases Slow 
Maintenance Plan Widened..Page 33 


processes, as well as directing the 
overall operations of the dealer- 
ship. Abe Rosenberg has charge of 
clearing all specifications with the 
U. S. Engineers and government 
employes on the job. His brother, 
George Rosenberg, supervises pro- 
duction work on chassis, bodies and 
cabs. 

The right-hand-drive chassis, in- 
tended originally for export trade 
but now diverted to the war effort, 
are received at the University 
Chevrolet shop equipped only with 
instrument panel and windshield. 

Rear cross member and spring 
hangers are removed, the frame 
and frame reinforcement measured | 
and cut to proper length. The front | 
propeller shaft is also removed and | 
cut down to standard 134%-inch 
wheelbase length. 


TRUCK CONVERSION on a production line basis, the interesting wartime 


“sideline”? of University Chevrolet, Inc., Bronx, N. Y. 
Workmen are shown above 
in the shortened frame of a converted truck for the re-installation of | 


goes steadily forward. 


‘fon the production line” drilling new holes 


chassis and frame units. 


VICTORY CAB upright and upper header frame, 
being installed. 


Pes 


reviously assembled, 
At the right are several platform bodies ready for installa- 


tion after the cab is completed. 


Platform bodies of wood con-| j 


struction are built up completely in 
the dealer’s plant, as are also the| 
frame and sub-assemblies of the) 
“Victory” cab. Lower door and| 
rear-quarter sections of the cabs 
are covered with sheet metal. The 
roof covering and curtains for the 
doors are of canvas. The converted 
vehicles are finished in olive drab. | 


HERE 


Is 


the’ completed victory cab with side curtains rolled up. 


Dealers Attack 
Value Formula 


See Benefits in Regar@ 
To Heavy-Duty Units, 
Not for Lighter Jobs& 


DETROIT. — Reaction iy 
the trade to the OPA’s Max® 
mum Price Regulation No 
341 for used commercial me 


tor vehicles, seems to be that 
the move is a good one as it applie 
to the heavy-duty vehicles, bu 
there is considerable uncertain 
over the results it will obtain 
the medium and light-duty models, 
according to a national roundug 
of trade expression made thro 
AUTOoMoOITVE News correspondents 
last week. 


Most dealers feel that it will 


considerably slow up dealers’ ac- 


| tivity in digging idle trucks out 


of non-users hands and gettifig 
them into the hands of operators 
who have dire need for better or“ 
additional transportation units. 

It is felt that with only approx 
mately 6,900 used trucks of all sizes 
now in the hands of the dealers, 
and with only about 3,300 of thes 


ee 
’ 


° - 
B 
J 
al 
oy 


ell 


of 1%-ton or larger capacity, the 


ceiling won’t affect dealers’ earn- 
ings much on the trucks in stoc 
since at least one-half of these aré 
practically junkers, 


Dealers are worried over th@: 


ability of OPA to police and regu- 
late sales made directly from th 

owner to the buyer, which do no 
pass through a dealer’s hands. 
They also state that the ceilin 

prices penalizes the truck that is 
in good shape and inflates the 
value of the wornout junker. 

At the same time they see the 
ceiling placing a premium on olde 
models and slowing up the sale o 
offerings of trucks of late vintage. 
This will be due to the fact the 
year of make has much less value 
in setting the price of a used truck 
than the number of usable to 
miles of service left in it at the 
time of sale. 

Dealers also say that the allow- 
ance permitted for guaranteeing 
the reconditioned vehicle is not 
enough to induce the dealer to 
make such a guarantee, While 
many dealers believe the setting 

(Continued on Page 36, Col. 1) 


Present Backlog 
Of Truck Sales 


Put at 630,000 


LOND ISLAND CITY, N. Y.— 
| During the past 15 months a tota 
of 630,000 potential civilian trucli 
sales have accumulated for peace- 
time business, according to F. F 
Staniford, sales manager of Macl 
Trucks, Inc. 


Basing his figures on an aver 
age of 44,500 truck sales per month 
during the years 1937 to 1941 in- 
clusive, Staniford subtracted th 
civilian truck sales made during 
1942 to arrive at his total. Roughly 
six out of every 100 normal trucl 
requests have been met in the past 
|year, and this ratio is expected to 
hold for the duration of the wa 
he said. 

This means, according to thg 
Mack sales manager’s figures, tha® 
at the end of 1943 a backlog of 
| Well over a million potential truc 
| sales will have accumulated. Ever 
additional month of war adds 42,- 
| 000 to this figure, it is believed, 
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The THORNTON Automatic — Locking 
DIFFERENTIAL provides full driving torque 
to either wheel even though one wheel is on ice, 


snow or mud. 


Thus there is no wheel-spin . . . instead 
there’s positive traction even under conditions 
where trucks with ordinary differentials 


would be stuck. 


Perfectly trained . . 
wonderfully equipped 
.. ready for tropic 
mud or arctic snow 
.- prepared to tackle 
man or nature. That’s 
the Marines! 


Like the Marines, the motorized equipment used by them usually has 
a strictly “‘off-the-highway” job. A typical unit is this rugged, 2%-ton 
truck, fittingly named the ‘Marine 6 by 6.’ It is noteworthy for its 
lower silhouette, its husky power plant and, above all, for its tremendous 


THORNTON 
DIFFERENTIAL 


tractive ability. 


in both rear driving axles eliminates wheel-spin and gives positive tract- 


tion in mud, sand, snow or ice. 


These THORNTON qualities that serve the Marines so well .. . stur- 
diness, tractive ability, dependability . . . fit equally well into other 


military vehicles. 


TA 8739-8779 GRINNELL AVE. 
THORNTON NED S| OF ae toh mee Ll Tey UN 
Manufacturers also of the THORNTON Four-rear-wheel DRIVE for trucks 
“When you need TRACTION you need THORNTON” 
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Pa. ‘Big Truck’ Bill 


Passes House 


HARRISBURG, Pa.—-Legislation 
boosting maximum load limits for 
trucks—one of the most contro- 
versial issues of the 1941 Pennsyl- 
vania Assembly session—is now 
being considered in the Senate with 
its effectiveness restricted to dur- 
ation of the war. 

The House approved 124 to 62 a 
measure by Rep. Lloyd H. Wood 
(R-Montgomery) and Felix S. Bent- 
zel (D-York) increasing permis- 
sible weights from 39,000 to 45,000, 
despite charges of opponents that 
highways would suffer from the 
added burden. 

Pennsylvania Motor Truck 
Assn. is backing the bill on the 
claim present weight restrictions 
cause unnecessary waste of trans- 
portation vitally needed for the 


ICC Revokes 
Boost in Rail 


Freight Rates 


WASHINGTON.—The general 
freight rate increase granted to 
railroads a year ago, was revoked 
last week by the ICC. 

The order, effective May 15, left 
undisturbed the 10 percent increase 
on standard passenger fares, but 
revoked the increase on intrastate 
commutation fares and said hear- 
ings on those fares would be held 
at a later date. 

By its order, the ICC suspended 
the increased freight rates until 
Jan. 1, 1944, when the matter will 
be subject to further consideration. 

The action resulted from a peti- 
tion by OPA and other government 
agencies, which had argued the in- 
creases were inflationary. 


Tenn. Truck Companies 


Fight for Rate Increase 

NASHVILLE.—Tennessee’s Rail- 
road and Public Utilities Commis- 
sion has taken under advisement a 
plea that common carriers be al- 
lowed to continue operating under 
a 6 percent rate increase instituted 
by them last October. Testimony by 
representatives of almost 80 truck- 
ing companies sought to show the 
necessity of continuing the rate “in 
order to be able to maintain motor 
carriers in efficient operation under 
present wartime conditions.” 

Summing up the testimony of 
carrier witnesses, J. B. Dempsey, a 
frieght line representative, asserted 
that the continued rise in taxes, 
equipment and maintenance ex- 
penses, manpower shortages and 
increased damage claims due to in- 
experienced handling and inferior 
packing of goods, made it neces- 
sary to charge more for transpor- 
tation. 


Milk Vehicles 
Now in A List 


WASHINGTON..—Retail milk de- 
livery vehicles perform a _ service 
necessary to the public welfare and 
are now eligible for replacement 
tires when their present casings 
are not recappable, OPA an- 
nounced last week. 

These trucks have been transfer- 
red from the B-eligibility list in 
the tire rationing regulations to the 
A list, which includes’ vehicles 
which perform the most essential 
services and hence are eligible for 
tire replacements. 


McArdle Elected Head 
Of N. J. Truckers 


NEWARK, N. J.—James McArdle, 
of M. & M. Hauling & Distributing 
Co., has been elected president of 
the New Jersey Motor Truck Assn. 

Elected vice-presidents were: 
Herbert R. Ritter, of H. R. Ritter 
Trucking Co., Belleville; Griswold 
B. Holman, of G. B. Tolman & Co., 
Rutherford, and George F. White- 
head, of Arrow Carrier Corp., Pat- 
terson. Robert Jackson, of Fine & 
Jackson Trucking Corp., Kearny, 
was named treasurer, and Clayton 
Farris, of Trucktor Corp., Newark, 
secretary, 


war effort. The measure permits 
various types of trucks to carry 
from one-half to three tons more 
than at present. 

The 1941 legislature put through 
a proposal to boost maximum 
weights from 39,000 to 42,000 pounds 
but former Gov. Arthur H. James 
vetoed the bill with the assertion 
“it is clear that the highways of 
this Commonwealth are not suf- 
ficiently strong to accommodate 
any increase.” 

Herbert G. Gates (R-Armstrong), 
opposing the new plan told the 
House “the real reason back of this 
bill is to increase the size of large 
trucks ... which eventually 
cost the taxpayers of Pennsylvania 
hundreds of millions of dollars in 
damage to highways.” 

Sponsor Wood declared sur- 
rounding states have truck weight 
limits much in excess of those in 

Pennsylvania and asserted the 
Commonwealth is a “transporta- 
tion bottleneck.” Bentzel insisted 
the measure would help expedite 
movement of war materials. 

Rep. Homer S. Brown (D-Alle- 
gheny) succeeded in tacking on an 
amendment making the added 
weight effective only for the dura- 
tion, declaring this test period 
would demonstrate if trucks car- 
rying heavier loads would damage 


roads. 
* * * 


Virginia Won’t Remove 


Gas Restrictions 

RICHMOND, Va.—Gov. Colgate 
W. Darden jr., said he had not “the 
slightest intention” of waiving a 
state tax provision requiring out- 
of-state motor carriers to purchase 
enough gasoline in Virginia to 
carry them over their trips into 
and through the state. 

The governor’s statement was 
made in response to a query con- 
cerning a report that at least one 
truckers’ association had begun a 
move to have the state waive this 


requirement. 
* * 


W yo. Defeats Liberalization | 


Of Truck Laws 

CHEYENNE, Wyo.—An_ unsuc- 
cessful attempt was made during 
the recent session of the Wyoming 
legislature to revise laws in that 
state which are said to hamper 
truck transportation. A bill, which 
would have permitted the use of 
larger trucks, was defeated by a 
small margin. 

Evidence was presented in sup- 
port of an emergency war measure 
on the comparative costs of operat- 
ing trucks and on the heavier ton- 
nage of products and materials 
now classed as critical that could 
be handled by modification of the 


law. The increased cost of operat-|- 


ing the larger trucks and of 
heavier loads would be slight, it 
was indicated, and the cost per ton 
mile would be greatly reduced in 
addition to moving a greater vol- 
ume of traffic than cen be handled 
under present restrictions. 


CLOSEUP VIEW of the Campbell Commuter, which is mounted on a 1942 


Chevrolet peseenger car chassis. 
dy Co., Inc., 


The Commuter, built by Hercules-Campbell 
‘arrytown, N. Y., carries 14 passengers and the driver. 


Unit Transforms Regular Car 
Into 15-Pass. Carrier 


TARRYTOWN, N. Y.—Hercules- 
Campbell Body Co., Inc., is offer- 
ing the Campbell Commuted, which 
is mounted on a car chassis and 
the unit then used to transport 14 
workers and a driver. 

At present the unit is engineered 
for any body model of the follow- 
ing passenger cars: Ford, Chevro- 
let, Mercury (1940, 1941, and 1942); 
Plymouth and Dodge (1941 and 
1942). 

Here is the procedure: 

On any one of the passenger 
cars listed, regardless of its body 
model (whether it be coupe, 2-door 
sedan, 4-door sedan, cabriolet, etc.), 
the dealer removes all of the doors, 
all of the seating, upholstery, etc., 
all of the glass with the exception 


‘Joint Action’ 
Plan a Success 


In Washington 


SEATTLE.—The “joint action” 
plan is already in operation in 
this state, following intensive or- 
ganization, marked by a series of 
about 20 meetings in various parts 
of Washington. These meetings 
were in charge of the Washington 
Motor Transport Assn., working 
under direction of ODT. 

Already thousands of miles have 
been saved for operators, who have 
handled their hauling in coopera- 
tion. The final plan is being com- 
piled ‘or presentation to ODT, its 
acceptance expected. 

In western Washington 14 com- 
mittees have been named, with a 
prominent operator, as chairman of 
each. Problems are placed in his 
lap, and the “joint” plan is put 
into effect. Each committee is for 
a closely related operation, those 
using the same route, or nearly so, 
included in the group. 


Acquires Terminal 


BUFFALO.—Atlantic Coast Freight 
Lines, Inc., formerly at 130 Efner St., 


has acquired the one-story truck 
terminal at 247-51 Eagle St., Division 
Manager Francis E. Murphy announces. 
The gie St. terminal formerly was 
occupied by the Liberty Motor Freight 
Lines, Inc:, which has moved to the 
Larkin Terminal. 


IN COMMEMORATION of Wake Island. An exact duplicate of the truck 


captured b 
was recently 
management o 
was made to 
Diego, Calif. 


resented to the U. S. 


Col. F. 


Four Wheel Drive Auto Co., Clintonville, Wis. 
S. Robillard, United State Marine Corps base, 
It has been consigned to service somewhere in the South Pacific. 


the Japanese on Wake Island, this new four-wheel-drive unit! 


Marine Corps by employes and the 
Pescentation 
San 


Shown snapeoting the truck before it was transferred to the South Pacific are 


Lieut. G. 
officer, 


Sages, USMC, assistant San Diego Base, Depot Motor Transport 
Fleet Marine Force, and Sergt. W. Jd. 


Lynch, shop foreman. 


of the windshield glass, and de- 
livers the car to any one of the 
Hercules-Campbell plants. 

The chassis is extended 31 inches 
in length by inserting an additional 
drive shaft and universal and cross 
member in the drive line, and the 
necessary frame pieces plus a rein- 
forcement. Then mounted is a body 
that is 31 inches longer than the 
standard station wagon body, 
which has the ability to carry 14 
people and the driver. Also, all of 
the seats are easily and quickly 
removable, and the unit can be 
used for cargo carrying, ambulance 
purposes, etc. 

There are several advantages 
claimed for this type of construc- 
tion, First, the wheelbase extension 
is considerably shorter, in fact less 
than 50 percent of that used in 
other types. The unit is adaptable 
to all body styles, and is also 
adaptable where considerable body 
damage has been done to a car but 
no chassis damage. 

The parts removed from the car 
are usable to keep other cars of 
that make and model on the road. 
And, the body being a station 
wagon type, it is not necessary to 
use any critical material in the 
manufacture of same. 

Also, since a greater percentage 
of the load is carried on the rear 
axle, it is not necessary to rein- 
force the front axle or springs, it 
is said. 

Further, as the addition in 
weight of the unit is very slight, 
approximately 400 pounds over the 
standard station wagon, as a rule 
it is not necessary to change the 
tires to a larger size, as by keep- 
ing up inflation very good mileage 
is gotten from the 6.00x16 tires. 
However, when replacing the 
original tires it is recommended 
that 6.50x16 be used. i 


Salvage Rises 
47% at GMC 


PONTIAC.—Three hundred and 
sixty-two freight cars and 539 
trucks, loaded to the top with vital 
scrap materials, were shipped out 
of the General Motors Truck and 
Coach factories here last year. 

According to I. B. Babcock, presi- 
dent, the truck company broke all 
salvage records in 1942, collecting 
a total of 43,553,210 pounds of ma- 
terials which were turned back 
into scrap processing channels. 
This was 47 percent more than in 
any previous year. 

Iron and steel alone totaled more 
than 41 million pounds and had a 
value of over a quarter million 
dollars. Aluminum salvage amount- 
ed to 815,935 pounds, copper—127,- 
584 pounds, brass—96,653 pounds, 
lead and zinc—49,146 pounds. The 
resale value of these non-ferrous 
metals totaled nearly $100,000. 


Joins Guiberson 

DALLAS,—John W. Horner, experi- 
mental research qngineet, has joined 
the development staff of the Guiberson 
Diesel Engine Co., it is announced by 
W. E. Lind, director of research for 
the company, which is expanding its 
development of radial, air-cooled diesel 
engines for aircraft and other uses. 


Mack Leases Plant 


NEW YORK.—Mack Mfg. Corp. has 
leased the former plant of the Federal 
American Cement Tile Co. in Lincoln, 
N Consisting of seven buildings 
and a five-acre tract, the property 
will be used for storage purposes. 


TRUCK SECTION 


Colorado Acts 
To Eliminate 


Truck Barriers 


DENVER.—Added protests from 
military authorities that Colo 
is impeding vital war transporta- 
tion by over-zealous enforcemen 
of trucking laws, brought new 
forts last week from Gov, Vivian 
to guarantee free movement o 
such commerce. 

The latest protest came from 
Capt. Arno R. Dalby, commanding 
officer of the Army tran 
corps’ regulating station for Colo- 
rado. 

Capt. Dalby said Denver @fid 
Colorado generally constituted a 
“break-bulk” point and distributin 
center for war materials moving 
| “north, south, east and west,” and 
“it is here that the major portig 
of bottlenecks have occurred” be- 
cause of the stopping of trucks fo 
minor infractions, such as not hg 
ing proper signs, tags or permits. 

The governor was reminded that 
in times like these it is essen 
that all available vehicles be used 
regardless of whether they happey 
to meet certain state standards 
to weight, length, width and equip- 
ment. Severe congestion has re 
sulted from delays in and abot 
Denver, Capt. Dalby said. : 

Gov. Vivian said the attorne 
general had ruled it was within 
the right of the highway depart- 
ment to enforce laws against A 
trucks and others carrying war 
supplies, but it was possible to is 
sue special permits to allow th 
to go through unimpeded. 

“IT have notified State Highwa 
Engineer Vail of this interpreta- 
tion,” the governor said, “War com- 
merce must not be hampered i 
Colorado, and I intend to see that 
it is allowed, within the law, to 
move freely.” 


Cites Increase 


In Bus Accidents 


NEWARK, N. J.—Alarmed by a 
sharp increase in bus accidents in 
New Jersey, the State Public Utili 
ties Commission has notified all 
bus companies of the necessity for 
tightening field supervision and 
providing better maintenance. 

In February, the latest month 
for which figures are availab, 
there were 176 accidents, compare 
with 116 in the same month a yeay 
ago, an increase of 51.72 percent. 
January had 181 accidents, as 
against 152 for the corresponding 
1942 month, an increase of 19, 
percent. The last six months of 
1942 accounted for 921 accidents, 
against 735 in the same period of 
1941, the average rise being 24.2 
percent. 

Breakdown of equipment caused 
by constant use with capacity loads 
and delays in making necessary 
pairs is cited by commission ex- 
perts as one of the major factors 
contributing to the trend. Othe 
factors mentioned include: Far 
greater mileage rolled up by each 
bus, in efforts to cope with war- 
time transportation needs; dimout 
regulations, especially in urban 
centers where bus traffic is heav- 
iest; “man failure” resulting from 
the use of drivers having less ex 
perience, or less skill, or both, as a 
result of manpower shortage. 


Peeples Named Head 


Of Md. Truckers 

BALTIMORE.—(UTPS)—The an- 
nual dinner of the Maryland Motor, 
Truck Assn. featured talks by 
Dewey C. Wayne, chief transpor- 
tation section, OPA, who spoke on 
“Activities of OPA in Motor Car- 
rier Field”; Lawrence B. Fenne- 
man, director of War Manpowe 
Commission, Maryland area, whose 
subject was “Manpower in Motor 
Transportation,” and Jack Garrett 
Scott, general counsel for ODT, 
who discussed “ODT and Motor 
Transportation.” 

Newly elected officers of the 
association are C, W. Peeples, 
president; J. Marshall Stewart, 
first vice-president; C. A. Guen- 
ther, second vice-president; Har- 
old R. Wilson, treasurer; D. Elmer 
Webster, secretary; W. F. Kneip, 
general manager. 


Bronkema Honored 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich.—Jack Bron- 
kema, manager of Inter State Motor 
Freight System, has_ been elected 

president of the Optimist Club. 





— 
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ODT Maintenance Plan 
s Broadened 


WASHINGTON. — ODT, in fur- 
therance of its nationwide vehicle 
aintenance program has _ pro- 
ded for the establishment of sub- 
committees to assist and advise 
e District Maintenance Advisory 
fommittees, At the same time, ODT 
announced that 41 more District 
dvisory committees have been ap- 
proved, bringing the total thus far 

D 89. 

A subcommittee is to be formed 
for each of the 11 automotive 
groups represented in the District 

aintenance Advisory committee. 
The’ representative from _ that 
branch of the automotive industry 
bn the district committee will serve 
as chairman of the subcommittee 

3 well as select its members, 
whose number shall be determined 
by the district committee. 

These 11 subcommittees repre- 
sent for-hire and private carriers, 
heavy-duty trucks, light truck and 
Mutomobile dealers, garages, parts 
jobbers, bus lines, tire distributors, 
pil companies and trailer distribu- 

ors. 

Sub-committees representing nine 
additional automotive and related 
activities also are to be established, 
including truck rental, taxicabs, 
body manufacturers, used parts 

d salvage, safety, driver training, 
mechanic and shop personnel train- 
ng, U. S. Conservation Corps, and 
machine shops engaged in rebuild- 
ing parts and performing repair 
services. 

Activities and recommendations 
of the sub-committee will be re- 
borted by its chairman to the dis- 
trict committee chairman. 

To further broaden the scope of 

e maintenance program, subcom- 
mittees are to be established in 
some larger cities in each district, 
in addition to the city in which the 
district office is located. The Dis- 
rict Maintenance Advisory com- 
‘mittees have been established only 
in cities in which the district of- 
fices are located. 

The additional sub-committees 
are to be set up in the same man- 
Mer as the District Maintenance 
Advisory committees, with 11 mem- 
bers from the same branches of 

e automotive industry which are 
represented on the district com- 

ittees. Such subcommittees are to 
select their own chairman who, in 
turn, will report to the chairman 
of the district committee. 

Expansion of ODT’s preventive 
maintenance program through the 
establishment of subcommittees is 
designed to provide a more detailed 
and comprehensive coverage of 

aintenance problems in every part 
of the nation, ODT officials pointed 
out. 

ODT emphasized that the district 


*Freight Backloads 
@Rise Sharply 


DETROIT.—The volume of mo- 
tor freight directed by Joint Infor- 
™ mation Offices to trucks that other- 
wise would have traveled empty, 
surged upward in the past four 
months and is expected to increase 
steadily during the remainder of 
the year, ODT reported last week. 
In December, backloads totaling 
8,537 tons were channelled through 
tne 32 Joint Information Offices in 
operation. In January, the freight 
backloaded by the same 32 offices 
increased to 8,893 tons, and in 
’ February the total reached 19,513 
tons. Complete figures for March 
are not yet available, but indica- 
tions are that the total will be 
substantially above that for Feb- 
ruary. 


WLB Grants Pay Raise 
To Chicag 


o Drivers 

CHICAGO.—A $5 weekly raise in 
pay has been granted to 14,000 
truck drivers by a decision of the 
War Labor Board, following a long 
controversy. 

The boost is retroactive to Jan. 
1 and will cost the trucking in- 
dustry an estimated $1,500,000. 
Other concessions to the drivers 
include time and one-half instead 
of time and one-third for overtime, 
and the right to a week’s vacation 
with pay each year. 


committees and their subcommit- 
tees represent industry, and not 
ODT. Their primary duty is to 
cooperate with ODT in a joint ef- 
fort to solve problems of mainten- 
ance now confronting the motor 
transport industry. 

Headquarters of the 41 additional 
District Maintenance Advisory 
Committees approved by the ODT 
follow: 


Al 


ba Albuque » . ae 
Mex.; . 


my, mm. es 
Amarillo, Tex.; Billings, Mont.; 
Birmingham, Ala.: Cheyenne. Wvyo.: 
Dallas; Erie, Pa.; Evansville, Ind.; 
Harrisburg, Pa.; Hartford; Jacksor 
Miss.; Jacksonville, Fla.; Kansas City; 
e Rock; Louisville; Lubbook, 
Memphis; Mobile, Ala.; 

Orleans; New York. 

North Platte, Neb.; Oklahoma City; 
Orlando, Fla.; Philadelphia; Phoenix, 
Ariz; Pierre, .. Dak.; Providence; 
Pueblo, Colo.; Raleigh, N. C.; 
oke, Va.; Rochester, N. Y.; Rockford. 
Ill.; Springfield, Mass.; Springfield, 
Mo.; Syracuse, N. Y.; Trenton, N. J.; | 
Utica, N. Y.; Wasau, Wis.; way-} 
cross, Ga.; Youngstown, O. 


New 


WHITE TRACTOR and Freuhauf trailer unit, which is being used by 
c., in one of the world’s longest hauls of dairy 


Crowley’s Milk Co., In 
products—from Binghampton, N. Y., 


Truck Releases 


WASHINGTON.—A total of 2,787 
vehicles was released under the 
truck rationing program during the 
week ended Apr. 3, the WPB Auto- 
motive Division announces, 

Civilian users and holders of 
Government Exemption Permits 
received 289 light, 1,830 medium, 
and 268 heavy trucks; 171 trailers, 
and 229 attachment third axles. 
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to Miami, Fla. 

Since the rationing program be- 
came effective March 9, 1942, a 
total of 119, 656 vehicles of all 
types has been released, This total 
included 29,227 light, 64,769 medium, 
and 15,195 heavy trucks; 9,274 
a and 1,191 attachment third 
axles. 


Wire Rope Shears 


Watson-Stillman Co., Roselle, N. J. 
has just released a new eight-page 
book on wire rope shears. 


ho recognize 
use as the 


tact your nearest 
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rable encyclopedia 
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Bus Operators 


Are Warned of 
Problems Ahead 


INDIANAPOLIS.—Bus operators 
will have to meet the biggest job 
in their history with a diminishing 
supply of equipment, it was de- 
clared by Milton R. Diehl, chief 
liaison officers of ODT, in address- 
ing the annual dinner which con- 
cluded the convention here of the 
Indiana Bus Operators Assn. 


“I thinks any operator who is 
holding out to his patrons the idea 
that accommodations may be im- 
proved in the near future is doing 
a real dis-service not only to his 
patrons but to the war effort as 
well,” Diehl said. 

A breakdown in domestic trans- 
portation with the effect it would 
have upon production and distri- 
bution, he warned, would be as 
serious as a major military setback 
on foreign soil. 

“Yet,” he added, “the unfortunate 
fact remains that many operators 
still regard themselves as in the 
business of simply providing rides 


‘|for all comers in the communities 


they serve.” 
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Used-Vehicle Aid Provided 


Trucks toWrite New Chapter 
In Food Hauling After War 


CLEVELAND.-—Prior to the out- 
break of the present World War, 
there was a noticeable trend to 
specialized hauling of food by 
truck, and now that we are at 
war, the value of trucks in trans- 
porting food to military camps has 
been pronounced; the trend to mo- 
tor transportation will be even 
more marked when peacetime 
economy again prevails, according 
to White Motor Co. 

There are several reasons why 
through-transportation of foods 
and other perishables will be made 
by truck. First, there is the back- 
ground fact that distances are 
shrinking in the face of modern 
carriers, and people have become 
accustomed to eating perishable 
products from distant areas, 

Secondly, they have been edu- 
cated to the value of freshness; 
even the commercial airplane has 
been drafted into service in rush- 
ing extremely perishable foods 
from Florida to the northern cities 
and sea foods from the Atlantic 


White 


A Partnership of Good Reputations 
Builds Truck Headquarters 


@ That's the key to permanent success as a truck distributor. White 


Coast to the interior. By putting 
people in closer touch with prod- 
ucts peculiar to other areas, mar- 
keting agencies have whetted the 
public’s interest in these things, 
and the dining table of tomorrow 
will offer a diversified array in- 
deed, it is believed. 


While commercial airplanes in 
limited operations have increased 
the demands and expectations of 
the consuming public for more 
speed, the use of an airplane would 
be uneconomical for most prod- 
ucts. High cost of such transporta- 
tion could not be borne by the 
various commodities. And this 
means that there will be an ever- 
increasing call for through-run 
trucking operations, using special- 
ized equipment to suit the product. 

Operating on direct service 
schedules, motor transport units 
with the advantage of delivering 
from door to door, can provide 
faster service than the railroads 
because of the rehandling opera- 
tions which the latter necessitate. 


enjoys a good reputation as a truck builder . 
match it with a good name in their communities. 


Operation Reports Due 


At ODT by May 1 

WASHINGTON. — Operation 
reports for the first calendar 
quarter from all operators of 
three or more commercial mo- 
tor vehicles are due by May 1, 
ODT said last week. Blank 
forms for the quarterly reports 
were sent to all operators of 
three or more trucks, taxicabs 
or buses at the time they were 
mailed their Certificates of War 
Necessity. Reports are neces- 
sary, ODT said, to determine 
the amount of mileage conser- 
vation being effected. 

If an operator fails to file his 
report within the 30-day period 
after each calendar quarter, he 
may find it difficult to obtain 
gasoline rations for subsequent 
quarters under ODT regulations, 
ODT said. Each operator should 
mail his report to his ODT re- 
gional office, the address of 
which is stamped in the upper 
right hand corner of the form. 


/ Lord Is Honored 


LONDON.—W. J. Lord, of Coventry 
Motor Mart, Ltd., has been elected 
president of the National Assn. of 
Cycle Traders. 


“TRUCK HEADQUARTERS” in Worcester, Mass., is this 

fine looking and well-equipped establishment of the 

Henley-Kimball Co. Vice-President and Manager 
is James M. Hamilton, at the left. 


. White Distributors 


THE HENLEY-KIMBALL COMPANY is a case in point. One of New 
England’s best-known automotive names as a passenger car distributor, 
it sought an opportunity to contribute more to the war effort by serving 
trucks so necessary to the war. Last year it acquired the White truck 
franchise for Worcester, Mass., Providence, R. I., Portland and Bangor, 
Me. It benefitted from the start from having the organization of 
skilled manpower and equipment to put into effect the White 
Plan of Truck Conservation. Equally important, Henley-Kimball is 


after Victory Day. 
THE WHITE MOTOR COMPANY « CLEVELAND 


Builders of U.S. Army Tank Destroyers, Scout Cars, Half-Tracs, Prime Movers 
and CargoTrucks, the complete line of Super Power Trucks and Tractors, City 
and Inter-City Coaches, Safety School Busses and the Famous White Horse. 


\ | FOR MORE THAN 40 YEARS THE GREATEST NAME IN TRUCKS {4 


building toward the permanent success that will come 


Few Trucks 


TRUCK SECTION 


a 


Released — 


In Cincinnati Area 


CINCINNATI.—Sales of new 
trucks have dwindled to a whisper 
in this area, as a result of the dras- 
tic government policy of disappfov- 
ing all applications unless appli- 
eants ar edirectly connected with 
war work or government agencies. 
Civilian applicants are advised by 
the local allocation office to try to 
get used trucks that will meet their 
needs. 


To make it easy for such appli- 
cants to locate used trucks subject 
to sale, Cincinnati Automobile 
Dealers Assn. contacts all dealers 
weekly, compiles a list of used 
trucks for sale and keeps these lists 


Seattle Names 


Advisory Group 


SEATTLE.—Thirteen men con- 
nected with the motor transport 
industry have been named as mem- 
bers Of ODT’s maintenance ad- 
visory committee, which will serve 
18 western Washington counties. 

Any firms within this area fac- 
ing critical maintenance problems 
should contact Thomas Rodda, 
chairman of the committee, or the 
ODT offices, Vance Bldg., Seattle, 
for advice and assistance, declared 
C. R. Nickerson, ODT district man- 
ager. 

Committee members and the 
branches of industry represented 
follow: R. E. Fleischer, parts and 
jobbers; H. H. Mallory and H. D. 
Harms, former president of Wash- 
ington Motor Carriers Assn., com- 
mon and contract carriers; Thomas 
Rodda (chairman), private car- 
riers; R. W. Sweet, truck factory 
branches; S. L. Savidge, light- 
truck dealers; E. H. Brus, pas- 
senger car dealers; J. W. Hueter, 
independent garages; H. W. Drake, 
and W. W. Churchill, bus carriers; 
Z. E. Therrien, trailer manufac- 
turers; D. E. Gray, oil companies, 
and Jay Laing, tire factory 
branches. 


Fleet Owners 


Advised on Tires 


WASHINGTON.—In applying to 
local War Price and Rationing 
Boards for tires, tubes and recap- 
ping service, fleet owners should 
bear in mind that they need not 
present the unit Certificate of War 
Necessity covering the vehicle to 
be serviced, ODT has announced. 
The master CWN covering the fleet 
is sufficient, provided the owner 
certifies on the application form 
that he holds a unit certificate for 
the vehicle to be serviced and that 
he has complied with the tire in- 
spection requirements of the Of- 
fice of Defense Transportation. 

If, in applying for tires, tubes or 
recaps, a fleet owner presents a 
valid unit certificate, he should 
have it returned to him immedi- 
ately after the ration board has 
noted its presentation on the ap- 
plication form, since the ODT re- 
quires the unit certificate to be on 
the vehicle while in operation. 


Portland’s ODT Group 


Headed by Hansen 


PORTLAND, Ore.—Under spon- 
sorship of ODT, appointment of a 
district automotive maintenance 
advisory committee, consisting of 
men in the automotive and allied 
fields, is announced here. The move 
is intended to safeguard continued 
operation of existing automotive 
equipment despite shortage of ma- 
terials and manpower, it was ex- 
plained. 

Chairman of the committee is 
C. Z. R. Hansen, who will repre- 
sent truck factory branches. On the 
committee are Jack Snead sr., 
common carriers; Ed Grenfell, 
private carriers; William Nunden- 
kamp, light truck dealers; H. I. 
Wynne, parts jobbers; Merle Hall, 
passenger cars; Jack Groce, inde- 
pendent garages and truck dealers; 
Fritz Jacobson, stage lines; James 
P. Treton jr., city bus transporta- 
tion; Leland J. Cronkite, trailers; 
William A. Saunders, oil com- 
panies, Gilbert C. Ward, tires. 


available to truck applicants in 
Office of the allocation official. 

This service has proved valuablg 
to the government office and 
buying public, and has increased 
the sales of used commercial mg 
tor vehicles. we 


Ore. Truckers 


Warned Not to 
Overload Units 


SALEM, Ore.—Trucking com- 
panies operating in Oregon ha 
been warned that the state’ 
clamping down on _ overloading 
trucks in excess of the 68,00 
pounds allowed by a special War- 
time permit. 

The state highway commissig 
repeated an earlier warning a 
if the overloading continues, hau 
ing licenses of companies appr 
hended would be canceled. 

Since Oct. 2, commercial freigh 
haulers have been fined more ; 
100 times for overloading trucks, 
some as much as 15,000 pounds. 

“One outfit has been fined on” 20 
occasions for Overloading and yet 
it continues running loads throug 
the state which our highways are 
not built to take,” the commissio 
said. att 

Evidently the companies figure 
it is cheaper to continue to pa 
the small fines imposed on them 


a 
— 


rather than adjust their loads, one | 


highway official said. 


Fruehauf °42 Salés— 


z . 
Up 5 Millions 

DETROIT.—Annual report o 
Fruehauf Trailer Co. discloses 
sales of commercial and war prod- 
ucts for the year ended Dec. 3 
1942, totaling $39,093,494, as com: 
pared with net sales of $34,276,123 
for the year ended Dec. 31, 1941! 
Net profit after federal taxes on 
income is $1,653,498, as compareg 
with $2,019,936 for 1941. ‘ 

Federal taxes on income for the 
calendar year of 1942 are estimateg 
at $3,852,000, a substantial incres 
over taxes of 1941, which amounted 
to $3,412,987. Earnings per commo 
share for 1942 were $3.73, as com- 
pared with $4.61 for 1941. 

An interesting feature of Frue 
hauf’s business for 1942 is the ex* 
tensive system of sub-contracting 
to smaller plants. 

Delivery Mileage Cut 
By ‘Carry’ Drive 
ASHINGTON. — Reduction ir 
delivery mileage and _ substantia 
savings in gasoline and tires havé 
resulted from the governmen 
campaign asking consumers to car 
ry small packages, ODT reported 
last week. Results of a survey 
conducted for ODT in 47 cities b 
the Office of War Information field 
staff, reveal that the current cam 
paign, through cooperation of re- 
tail store owners, has played an 
important part in ODT’s truck con 
servation program. Each city sur- 
vey included a canvass of three 
stores—a fashion store, a depart 
ment store and a specialty shop. 

High-priced department stores 
throughout the country consistent 
ly showed large reductions in mile- 
age savings and numbers of pack 
ages delivered, even though edu- 
cation of their customers to carry- 
ing of packages was somewha 
more difficult than that of stores 
which customarily had fostered 
“cash and carry,” the ODT re 
ported. 


Truck Tire Quotas 


Boosted for April 

WASHINGTON.—April truck 
tire quotas are 368,000 against 
299,000 in March, and truck re- 
capping service quotas are 552,- 
000 against 460,000, OPA an- 
nounces. 

The farm tractor and imple- 
ment tire allotment of 59,800 for 
April is the same as for March. 

Innertube quotas for trucks 
is 338,100 against 292,100. 


— 


— 
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$1,241 of 111,758 Go to Civilians... 
FMilitary Gets Over Half 
LO Rationed Trucks 


(Continued from Page 30) 


rcent of the number released. 
“The Department of Agriculture, 
ough its county and state war 
poards, cooperated with the ODT 
in reviewing farm applications. 
Common carriers were granted 
‘44 percent of the vehicles re- 
pased for civilian use. Fifty 
percent of the trailers allocated 
went to for-hire carriers, many 
them petroleum carriers. 
Sixty-one percent of all applica- 
tions certified by local alocation of- 
Scers were approved by the Alloca- 
Dn section of ODT. 
Availability of other equipment 
handle the jobs was given as the 
Srimary reason for refusing 39 per- 
cent of applications sent to Wash- 
gton for final review. If a used 
ck could be procured to do a 
ob or if for-hire carrier service 
pre available, the application was 
turned down. In view of the po- 
ntially critical transportation 
uation throughout the nation, 
new trucks cannot be allocated 
pm the rapidly shrinking pool 
When an old truck can be recondi- 
tioned by the owner or when the 
uling can be done by a for-hire 
earrier, ODT pointed out. 


Requests for medium trucks 
bd civilian demands during the 
year. Fifty-two percent of all 
cks released for civilian use 
ere mediums; 18 percent were 
light; 15 percent were heavy 
cks and 15 percent were 
nilers. 
. High mark for weekly filing in 
ashington of applications ap- 
proved by local allocation Officers 


Fruehauf Sees 
ast Strides in 


ransportation 


DETROIT.— “The panorama of 


Nostwar highway transportation is 
amazing in its aspect. The country 
; will emerge from 
the war with a 
pentup demand 
for manufactured 
products so great 
that the oppor- 
tunities for busi- 
ness and pro- 
duction will be 
greater than ever 
before in our 
history. The effect 
of this rapid re- 
turn to the manu- 
facture of civilian 
goods, requiring vast movement of 
materials as finished products, will 

ng about a transportation de- 
velopment far beyond our present 
eanception,” says Harvey C. Frue- 
mauf, president of Fruehauf Trailer 


H. C. Fruehauf 


‘The creation of adequate high- 
Vays will parallel the development 
of more adequate airports—for air 

d land transportation will grow 
together. 


“Tt is very probable that the 

end toward the decentralization 
of industry, which had already be- 
gin to make itself felt before the 
war, will be continued, very largely 
because of the vast improvement 
@ highway and air transportation 
Acilities. The concentrating effects 
of railway transportation during 

e formative stages of our country 
were very largely responsible for 
drawing our population into large 

ies. Poor living conditions, and 


often poor working conditions, have 


developed in these highly-concen- 
ated population centers. 


“In the era after this war, with 
vast army of men engaged in 
highway and airport construction, 
every section of the country will 
quickly and adequately served. 
The rails will always, at least in 
eur time, provide the means for 
g hauls for through freight. But, 
branching away from rail centers 
9d for sectional transportation, | 
me truck and truck-trailer will 
cover the country so completely 
mat rapid overnight service will be 
Padily available in every section 
suitable for industrial develop- 
ent.” 


was reached in.the second week of 
April, 1942, when 3,600 requests for 
new trucks were received. As the 
year progressed, the number 
dwindled, hitting a low of 800 a 
week by mid-December. The num- 
ber of applications started to climb 
gradually in January and in the 
third week of February mounted 
to 1,875. For the whole of February, 
applications approved by local al- 
location officers totaled 6,809, and 
69 percent of these were granted. 

From March 1 to March 20, 5,073 
applications were forwarded to 
Washington by local allocation of- 
ficers, and 74 percent of the ap- 
plicants received truck permits. 

The number of requests for per- 
mits received in Washington in the 
first quarter of 1943 topped those 
filed in the last three months of 
1942 by more than 7,000, ODT of- 
ficials said. 


HAULING ‘BIG BOATS from the Atlantic to the Pacific is one of the 


unusual trucking assignments being carried out by J. 
of Houston and Los Angeles, using White trucks. 


Rose Truck Line, 
have 


H. 
Some of the boats 


been carried from Jacksonville, Fla., to San Francisco, a distance of 2,750 miles. 


Ky. Tax Hearing 


Resumes Tuesday 


FRANKFORT, Ky.—After brief 
arguments, Circuit Judge W. B. 
Audrey last week recessed until 
Apr. 20 a hearing on the constitu- 
tionality of a 1942 amendment ap- 
plying the state’s truck weight tax 
to companies which lease trucks. 
The amendment was attacked in a 
suit brought by four Louisville 
concerns. 


Declaring the same companies 


1. Greatest team on earth! Unloading “Jeeps” 
from a U. S. cargo plane (above) demonstrates one 
phase of the teamwork between various branches of 
the U. S. Armed Forces. On all fronts, America’s 
team-fighting soldiers and sailors are “in there pitch- 
ing.” Their smoothly coordinated teamwork and 
heroic determination to win Liberty for the world 
will see them through to Victory. We on the home 
front can benefit from their example. 


“TEAMWORK SMOOTHS THE ROAD TO VICTORY” 


For Production 
“Well Done“ 


TIMKEN AXLES 


THE TIMKEN-DETROIT AXLE CO., DETROIT, MICHIGAN 
WISCONSIN AXLE DIVISION, OSHKOSH, WISCONSIN 


had never challenged the state’s 
right to impose a similar tax on 
leased passenger cars, Assistant 
Attorney General Jesse K. Lewis 
asked the court to determine 
validity of that phase of the motor 
transportation law also. 

Judge Audrey turned down 
Lewis’ plea after Attorney William 
A. McElwain, counsel for the four 
concerns, attacked the constitu- 
tionality of the amendment and de- 
nied it applied to trucks. 


All Wars End! There'll be Cars and 
Trucks and Tires to sell again. 
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CWN, T Card 
Can’t be Sold 
With a Vehicle 


WASHINGTON. — ODT empha- 
sizes that Certificates of War Ne- 
cessity and “T” ration gasoline 
coupons may not be transferred 
along with titles to trucks or other 
commercial vehicles. The action 
directly violates General Order 
ODT 21, ODT points out, and may 
be punished by suspension or re- 
vocation of certificates. 


New operators receiving a motor 
vehicle, through transfer must file 
an application for CWN immedi- 
ately upon the transfer. Operators 
who already hold certificates must 
apply for revised certificates, using 
Form CWN-5-S if a single unit 
operator or Form 5-F if a fleet 
Operator. Failure to file such ap- 
plications may also result in sus- 
pension of the operator’s CWN. 

Single unit operators (operators 
of one or two vehicles) must re- 
turn certificates to their ODT 
district offices and must surrender 
unused “T” coupons to their local 


rationing boards upon transfer. 


2. “On all fronts — war, industrial, farm, home — 
teamwork spells success,” says Ted V. Rodgers 
(above), President of A.T.A. His duties keep him 
in Washington much of the time. But Rodgers is 
still the anchor man of his own “team,” the Rodgers 
Motor Lines, Inc., of Scranton, Pa. As President, 
Rodgers studies detailed daily operation reports; per- 
sonally acts to encourage conservation. “Better team- 
work will help conserve vital vehicles,” Rodgers says. 


—TED V. RODGERS, 
President A.T.A. 


Take a tip from Ted V. Rodgers, President of the American Trucking Associations, 
and put your “vehicle conservation team” in training now! Timken’s new vehicle 
conservation program includes operators’ aids, driving helps, complete data for main- 
tenance men, plus a full-color sound film on “TEAMWORK.” Representatives of our 
Motor Transport Cooperative Service Department are ready to bring these practical 
helps to your organization. Mail the coupon today for a free showing of the film. 


THE TIMKEN-DETROIT AXLE CO. 
400 Clark Ave., Detroit, Mich. 


Name __ 
Address 
City & State 


C] We are interested in seeing the film “Teamwork” (free). 
[] Send complete axle maintenance aids (free). 
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Individual Buyer Seen 
Penalized by Ceiling 


(Continued from Page 30) 


of a ceiling on used trucks might 
have been thought necessary to 
prevent exorbitant profits on the 
scarce heavy-duty types, they are 
waiting to see just what effect 
the ceiling will have on the turn 
over on lighter units. 

Dealers feel that, if they are not 
able to make a legitimate profit on 
buying and selling used vehicles, 
they will just stay out of the mar- 
ket and that this will have a 
deterent effect on the movement of 
idle transportation in good shape 
into the hands of essential users. 

Following is a resume of the 
dealer opinions, as gathered from 
coast to coast: 

* * * 


Rochester Dealers Find 
Ceilings Satisfactory 

ROCHESTER, N. Y. — Andy 
Ralph, president, Standard Motor 
Sales, “expected ceilings on used 
truck prices, but as they weren’t 
deflated too much, I find the prices 
satisfactory.” 

Charles Callan, used car and 
truck manager, Central Chevrolet: 
“glad it’s coming as public was 
paying fabulous prices. Dealers can 
now purchase trucks, and we'll still 
realize worthwhile profit.” 

L. P. Bennet, general manager, 
Archer Motor Co., Inc.: “I don’t 
think it will affect prices since I 
don't believe trucks were sold over 
those ceiling prices.” 


Unfair and Unworkable, 


Says Cincinnati 


CINCINNATI. — Exclusive used 
truck dealers are protesting to 
OPA as unfair and unworkable the 
Maximum Price Regulation No. 
341, which goes into effect Apr. 26. 
They say it will increase the pres- 
ent trend of such sales between 
private owners and thus put exclu- 
sive dealers out of business. 

They think the order should con- 
tro] casual sales the same as dealer 
sales. They report private owners 
have been selling trucks largely be- 
cause parts are not available for 
reconditioning. For the same rea- 
son dealers cannot recondition 
used trucks, and thus the price 
incentive in the ceiling order is 
meaningless. 

Dealers say owners, now selling 
trucks because prices are attrac- 
tive, will prefer to lay them up 
rather than sell at prices stipu- 
lated under the ceiling order. 
Persons now buying used trucks 
have plenty of money and want 
latest year models. 

The ceiling order places a 
premium on older models, Thus 
dealers consider it absurd to ex- 
pect buyers will pay as much for 
a current model sold “as is.” Deal- 
ers who have checked the tables of 
value when new in the order, have 
found it incomplete as to descrip- 
tions, with many omissions and 
some prices incorrect, according to 
factory records. Due to the gov- 
ernment’s policy of disapproving 
new truck sales when applications 
have trade-ins, there are few used 


trucks in new truck dealer inven- 
tories in this market, 
* * * 


Condition of Truck Most 


Vital, Says Phila. 

PHILADELPHIA. — Dissatisfac- 
tion with new ceilings on used 
truck prices was expressed by 
Philadelphia dealers last week. 
General feeling was that condition 
of trucks and the costs of recondi- 
tioning are vital factors in deter- 
mining a fair ceiling. 

One dealer, while denouncing the 
formula, was emphatic in urging 
that a workable ceiling be estab- 
lished before “the prices make it 
impossible to get hold of trucks.” 
All were amazed at the size of 
directive. Here are some typical 
comments: 

M. B. James, of John F. Daly, 
Inc.: “I think the ceilings ridicu- 
lous. If you heave a perfect truck, 
you’re penalized. On the other 
hand, if you build up a piece of 
junk, you’re in a good position. 
The section granting a 5 percent 
allowance for a guarantee is an- 
other case in point. A $15 or $20 
difference is hardly enough to 
cover a guarantee.” 

Edward L. McGarrity, McGarrity 
& Moser: “Ninety percent of used 
trucks need repairs. In buying and 
selling a truck, you're dealing with 
condition more than anything else, 
It really determines the price of a 
truck.” 

Jack Bradley, Thornton Fuller: 
“It’s impossible to impose a ceiling 
without considering condition and 
the cost of reconditioning—and the 
latter is affected by the scarcity of 
mechanics. It’s obvious that one 
truck, with 10,000 miles and treated 
properly, will be worth one price, 
while another may need a few 
hundred dollars to put it in shape.” 

* ¢ * 


Atlanta Thinks Differential 


Basis Is Unfair 

ATLANTA.—(UTPS).—Most deal- 
ers in Atlanta are practically sold 
out of used trucks, but those who 
have a number on hand are very 
despondent over the outlook after 
ceiling prices are enforced. Busi- 
ness just now is practically at a 
standstill, since the publicity on the 
forthcoming ceiling. 

General reaction is that a fairer 
basis for depreciation and difference 
in price for trucks, would be on a 
mileage or condition basis, rather 


than by year model. 
* s * 


Minn. Dealers Approve 


Ceilings Principle 

MINNEAPOLIS. — Dealers in 
heavy trucks are inclined to feel 
relieved, and they are concerned 
for the established trucker who 
was forced to pay unwarranted 
prices in a heretofore unregulated 
market. Also they approve the 
percentages and believe that equit- 
able standards for the future will 
eventuate from this move. 

But they ask if this will apply 
only to dealers or will govern sales 
of individually-owned trucks like- 
wise. 

Dealers 


in light trucks, where 


Who will buy the first new 
ears in 1944?...in 1945? 


Comes postwar, your selling starts from 


scratch. But why wait? Why not start today...with the kind of mechanic- 


ally-minded men who were the first to go big for four wheel brakes, 


high compression engines, fluid drive, etc. We know 700,000 of them 


who are eager to learn what you are dcing todcy, about your “test 


for tomorrow. 


tubing” 


cation... 


Let them hear from you via their pet publi- 


POPULAR SCIENCE MONTHLY 


THE NEWS-PICTURE MAGAZINE OF SCIENCE & INDUSTRY 


LOUISVILLE RAILWAY CO.’s “vehicle conservation cae 
—~— — §. 174 co neniee, drivers and helpers, together with F. W 
Mayhall, secretary, and Chester V. Conway, master mechanic, 


preside 


(above), 
iller, 


aninaned pF. against wartime wear and breakdowns at recent 


Teamwork Forums conducted by 


Cooperative Service department of Timken-Detroit Axle Co. 
color slide-film ‘‘Teamwork,’’ covering almost every 
was the featured 


maintenance and conservation, 


E. Detrick, of the Motor Transport 
Timken’s new 
hase of wartime vehicle 


attraction. A round table 


discussion and question-answer session followed showing of the film by Detrick. 


speculation was worst because such 
stocks moved faster, are inclined to 
depreciate the government’s action, 
claiming ceiling fixers missed the 
boat and that 90 percent of the 
dealers, except of course those 
caught with large inventories and 
forced to unload despite substantial 
loss, will be inclined to hold on to 
merchandise rather than sell at 
30 percent less than they calcu- 
lated. 

Both groups approve principle of 
ceilings, expect temporary cooling 
off. Universal opinion is that those 
who might be expected to have 
left the road, that is the small 
truckman tempted by high truck 
market to sell and take war jobs, 
have done so by now and trucking 
will be concentrated among better 
financed and more efficient oper- 
ators. 

* * * 


Black Market Expected 


In San Francisco 

SAN FRANCISCO. — Dealers 
here are not worrying particularly 
on the ceiling prices on used 
trucks, effective Apr. 26. First, be- 
cause stocks on hand are light and, 
secondly, because the majority of 
dealers, anticipating federal action 
against abnormal prices, cleaned 
up as much of their stocks as 
possible during the last couple of 
months. 

However, they do fear that sev- 
eral black marketers will appear 
in the role of individual owners, 
selling their trucks and by no 
bookkeeping or deals through the 
regular financing channels, will get 
higher than the ceiling lists. 

At the moment, dealers fear that 
the freezing of prices on used 
trucks to ceiling figures will be 
followed by similar action on used 
cars. They firmly believe that if 
this should come to pass it would 
be ruinous to their business, They 
claim no ceiling price could be 
fixed on any used car, since its 
value depends wholly on the un- 
used miles of transportation re- 
maining in the vehicle, irrespective 
of its type, outward appearance 
or age. 

* * * 


Chance for Profit Seen 


In Chicago Area 

CHICAGO. — Used truck price 
ceilings will encourage dealers to 
recondition their used trucks, many 
of which they might otherwise be 
tempted to relegate to salvage. 
This is the consensus among deal- 
ers in this area. 

It is felt that terms of the price 
ceiling regulations offer an oppor- 
tunity to recondition used trucks 
on a profit-making basis. 

The action generally is that there 
is need for the rulings as a means 
of stabilizing procedure and prices, 
while at the same time curbing 
tendencies toward profiteering. 

An important step toward clari- 
fying the provisions of the used 
truck price ceiling pronuncia- 
mento was taken here shortly after 
announcement of the ruling was 
made. The occasion was a meet- 
ing of truck dealers and OPA offi- 
cials in the Chicago sector. Points 
of doubt had a thorough airing. 

There is agreement that the older 


New Hero Honored 


DETROIT.—Cadillac’s plan of dedi- 
cating particular M-5 tanks to em- 
ployes, whose ideas contribute major 
production pmprevemenss, was expand- 
ed last week include a civilian hero 
of another kind. A Tank Certificate 
was presented to John Burg, factory 
protection officer, for valorous conduct 

n rescuing a fellow worker from death 
or serious injury. 


model trucks have better profit 
possibilities than the more recent 
models. As a matter of fact, the 
records show that some 1941 and 
1940 vehicles have sold as high in 
price as new trucks, whereas under 
the present setup this will be im- 
possible, and the regularly fran- 
chised dealers believe it is a step 
in the right direction. 
* * * 


Little Worry Caused 


In Birmingham 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala.—There are 
not enough used trucks on the 
market here for the price ceiling 
to make much difference either 
way—that seems to be the feeling 
of Birmingham dealers who offer 
no strenuous objections to the 
price ceiling. 

They do feel, however, that the 
leeway allowed for reconditioning 
is not sufficient and that OPA 
could have encouraged recondition- 
ing and not fostered “as is” sales. 
Some dealers here have hardly 
seen a used truck in months and 
they naturally are not worried by 
price ceilings, 

One reason for this is the 
dearth of trade-ins on new trucks. 
There may have been some hoard- 
ing and price speculation on used 
trucks but apparently not in 
Birmingham. 

* * 


Boston Dealers Adopt 


Wait-and-See Attitude 


BOSTON.—A number of Boston 
dealers are going to wait until 
they see how the price ceiling plan 
will work out with others. The 
voluminous details worked out by 
OPA seems so confusing that they 
shake their heads and take the 
attitude it will take too much time 
and effort to try to follow all the 
regulations. 

The regional manager of one big 
truck company threw his hands in 
the air when asked about his deal- 
ers and said: “it is out the window 
as far as they are concerned. They 
are not going to try to sell used 
trucks.” 

Other dealers say they cannot 
figure out the percentages on the 
basis of the age of the trucks to 
prove that they will not lose money 
on reconditioning the vehicles, One 
dealer has now refused to take any 
used trucks in trade, He shows 
the OPA data to a customer and 
asks him to try to figure it out. 

Some dealers also say that new 
trucks are getting scarce, so they 
will not have any left shortly. 

* *£ # 


K. C. Sees Used Truck 


Market Erased 


KANSAS CITY.—O. W. Johnson, 
sales manager, Sullivan Motors 
(Chevrolet), thinks used-truck 
price ceilings will do away with 
the used market. Prices as slated 
too low. 

P. H. Welhner, General Motors 
trucks: “Very liberal, will halt in- 
flationary prices, hurt nobody.” 

C. W. Davis, International Truck, 
thinks dealers as a whole will okay 
ceiling. E. P. Goodloe, Diamond 
T, “used truck sales will be okay 
after excitement is over. No big 
change in demand just before ceil- 
ing date. Demand good to better 
than year ago.” 

Harry Johnson, Dodge trucks: 
“announcement slowed sales, then 
recovered. Stocks low.” 

J. L. Davidson, used manager, 
Kansas Motors: “will stabilize 
market. Turnover slowed momen- 
tarily.” 


TRUCK SECTIO 
Carriers’ Group 


Hauling Action 
Okayed by U. S. 


DETROIT.—Under a new prg 
cedure announced by ODT, -cé 
mon carriers by motor truck are 
granted immunity from prosecutig 
under the anti-trust laws «wher 
operating on a joint basis in ac- 
cordance with special ODT CO} 
servation orders. 

The new procedure, worked o 
cooperatively by the War Prog 
tion Board, the Department o 
Justice and the ODT, is expecteg 
moreover, to reduce materially« 
time required to review the joint 
action plans upon which suc 
orders are based. 

Under a certificate issued on the 
Chairman of the War Productig 
Board at the request of ODT, the 
ODT is authorized to determine 
whether a joint action plan cox 
forms to a specific program for 
conservation of common carrie 
equipment and, if so, to order, 
plan put into effect. 

The WPB certificate was issu 
under authority of a provision 
the Small Business Concerns Act 
(Section 12 of Public Law 603, 77t 
Congress) and in effect grants *fffi- 
munity from prosecution under the 
antitrust laws to carriers operat 
ing under special ODT orders so 
long as they comply fully with the 
provisions of the orders. 

Issuance of the WPB certificate 
is especially important at th 
time, the ODT pointed out, ag tt 
number of joint action plans by 
common carriers is steadily in 
creasing. Rules for submitting 
plans and the sample joint action 
plan published by ODT on Jan, 20 
1943, are unchanged by the new 
procedure. 


Howe, Leukhardt 
Advanced by B-W 


ELYRIA, O.—A. V. Howe andi= 


A. R. Leukhardt have been named 

director of defense activities ang 
manager of man! 
ufacturers _ sales, 
respectively, a 
cording to R..de 
Morrison, vice- 
President an 
general manager 
of the Bendix- 


A. vV. Howe 


Westinghouse 
Automotive Air 


Brake Co. Both 
Howe and Leuk- 
hardt are _ vet- 
erans of the field i ~ 
of air brakes and A.B. Leukhardt _ 
air controls, each 

having approximately 20 years- 
experience with the industry. 


As director of defense activities! 
Howe’s previous experience in- 
cludes manager of manufacturers 
sales for Bendix-Westinghouse 


Assuming the position formerly 
held by Howe, Leukhardt becomes 
manager of manufacturers sales. 


Economy of Replacement 
Cited by Calgary 

CALGARY, Alta.— Economy of 
replacement of trucks and cars by 
new vehicles has been proved b: 
the city of Calgary, as a result of 
wartime conditions. The city’s flee 
of 87 units of automotive equip 
ment traveled a total of 826,948 
miles at a cost of $60,111, including 
overhead, insurance, tires, repairs, 
etc., it was shown in the report of 
Robert Mackay, superintendent. 

“Operating costs show an in- 
crease,” said the report, “owing to 
the use of old cars and trucks, and 
it proves previous contentions that 
it pays to replace units at certain 
periods depending on load and 
usage.” Nineteen units should have 
been replaced in 1942 and 14 units 
should be replaced this year. 


Warning on Form PD-1A 


WASHINGTON.—Business firms and 
individuals, who norma a 4, for 
priority ageletance on 
are warned by War . ia 
officials that, beginning Apr. 15, only 
applications made on the revised ver- 

sion of that form issued Jan. 16, 1948, 
will be considered. 
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Conn. Bill Raising Limit 
On Weights is Fought 


By 
Jack Weed 


(Continued from Page 30) 


e because they have been worn 
out in service. 


But even Tjaarda doesn’t touch 
On trucks. George Walker, who has 
has his postwar ideas expounded in 

e Post, didn’t touch on truck 
design either. Yet here is the one 
place in automotive design where 

ery ounce of unnecessary weight 
that can be taken off the axles in 

e construction of the carrying 

ehicle, means added income for 
the vehicle operator. 

4 * * * 


ROUND the luncheon table at 
Bendix in South Bend last 
yeek, a group of us, which in- 
cluded Del Rice, Clayt Butterfield 
and Dave Beecroft, were discuss- 
ng this lamentable shying away 
from bringing postwar truck de- 
gn trends out in the open for the 
Mmdustry engineers to shoot at. 
Maybe it’s because most of the 
resent crop of “crystal-gazing” 
Pngineers think in terms of style 
trends, instead of functional trends. 
Dave Beecroft, however, is busy 
collecting a set of figures on trail- 
ers which seems to indicate that 
ostwar truck design is going to 
lean heavily toward a unit power 
ylant and a semi-cargo carrying 
nit. He doesn’t go so far as to 
make any predictions, but one 
loesn’t have to delve very far into 
his mass of accounts before the 
trailer picture begins to grow on 
- * * *# 
TRACTOR - TRAILER construc- 
on certainly has a number of 
hings to commend it for postwar 
se. Everyone will admit the ability 
b obtain rigidity with much less 
over-all weight. But the prime fac- 
Or seems to center around the 
bility to provide sufficient brakes 
for the loads that will be carried 
at the higher speeds, especially if 
tates start building super-truck- 
roads, which was in the air even 
efore the war. Using the new 
ree-rolling trailer wheels, with in- 


_dependent brakes on each wheel, a 


actor-trailer unit could have 
eight sets of brakes accuating in- 
dependently at the same time. 
uite a safety factor to consider. 
We did a little crystal-gazing on 


-our own about the use of booster 


gines to help on the grades and 
on standing starts, which could be 

t out for economy’s sake once 
Ander headway on level roads; en- 
gines that could be replaced by 
ne or two mechanics in a matter 
Df minutes and overhauled on the 
bench; engines that would weigh 
huch under five pounds per horse- 
power, and tires that would take it 
or a hundred thousand miles, yet 
roduce no more road impact on 
our pavements than passenger car 
dead-man control for over- 
oad drivers that would instantly 
put on the brakes if a driver fell 
asleep at the wheel; torque-con- 
vertors that would permit the 
driver to have one hand control 
ver his truck—“train” (speed, 


ederal Reports 
"42 Sales Up 
But Net Down 


DETROIT. — Federal Motor 
Truck’s annual report as submitted 
+o stockholders by Thomas R. Lip- 
bard, president, discloses sales for 
the year were $27,015,382 as com- 

ared with $10,651,884 for 1941. 

Gross profit was $3,412,848 com- 
pared with $906,030 for 1941. The 

et profit for 1942 was, however, 

percent less than those for 1941. 

The principal factors which 
rought about this result were an 
ncrease in federal taxes of $1,515,- 
000 over those paid in 1941 and a 
efund to the government of 
$1,271,000 from the 1942 profits, 
aused by the renegotiation of 

ose profits compelled by the new 

federal statute. 
, These adjustments brought the 
et profits for the year down to 
$536,848, equivalent to $1.09 per 
share on the outstanding stock 
ompared with the 1941 figure of 
$819,641, or $1.67 per share on the 
tock. 


‘Dealers Tell Me,’’ by John O. 
funn, is an open forum for the 
xpression of dealers’ opinions. 


brakes and steering) when back- 
ing into narrow docks, and many 
other developments that are not a 
bit more fantastic than a frame- 
less car with engine in the rear. 
For these things too are here now 
for the designer who wishes to 
incorporate them in the modern 
cargo carrier. 
* * * 


SPEAKING about that story of 
Tjaarda’s in American —there’s a 
line which reads: “Like a pheasant, 
it not only runs fast, but it flies 
even faster’ —that methinks must 
have been put in John’s mouth by 
a certain pork-eating hunter that 
goes out after that wily bird with 
me at least once every fall—and 
has never been known, at least to 
my knowledge, to get a bird with 
a shot gun. I'll have to admit he’s 


ODT Acts to Keep 


Milk Trucks Operating 

NEW YORK.—In what was 
described as the first step of its 
kind, ODT moved last week to 
keep 50 vehicles owned by the 
Empire Trucking Corp. in oper- 
ation in the New York milkshed. 

Acting on reports that the 
trucking company was with- 
drawing from business and 
planning to transfer the trucks 
outside the state, ODT gave the 
corporation these alternatives: 
To recondition such trucks as 
need to be fixed and put all the 
vehicles into operation, to lease 
their equipment to another car- 
rier in a position to continue 
the milk hauling operations; or 
to sell the equipment to a car- 
rier who makes a reasonable 
offer and is ready to operate the 
trucks in their present line of 
service. 


Waters Board Set 
NEW YORK.—Directors of James F. 


HARTFORD, Conn. — Proposed 
legislation to increase Connecti- 
cut’s legal limit on the weight of 
trucks from 40,000 to 45,000 pounds 
and the length of such vehicles 
from 40 to 45 feet, was opposed by 
labor leaders and representatives 
of small towns at a hearing con- 
ducted here by the state legislative 
motor vehicles committee. 


Frank Basola of Hartford, claim- 
ing to speak for more than 5,000 
truck drivers of the state opposed 
the weight increase proposal with 
the charge that truck operators 
were only trying to “gain more 
profit for themselves at the ex- 
pense of the public and us, the 
drivers.” He claimed it was “un- 
believably more difficult” to handle 
a heavier truck than those now 
a meeting the present statutory 

mit. 
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Mayor’s Assn., who opposed any 
increase in the weight of trucks 
using the roads of the smaller 

communities. , 


Heavier loads are necessary to 
the war effort, the committee was 
told by Miles W. Illingworth, gen- 
eral manager of the Motor Truck 
Assn. of Connecticut, who added 
that he favored a suggested amend- 
ment to restrict heavier trucks to 
designated state highways. 


Liberalization of the restriction 
on the length of trucks using Con- 
necticut highways, was urged as a 
war measure by Senator Herbert 
E. Baldwin, Westport, chairman of 
the State Senate Committee on 
Inter - governmental Cooperation, 
who pointed out that although 
Massachusetts and New York al- 
low longer trucks to operate, the 
vehicles cannot enter Connecticut 
loads are transferred to 


good on squirrel and rabbit, though 
—he always has blood on his coat 
when he comes in at night. And 
something to take home to the 
mama, to show he’s been hunting. 


Waters, Inc., manufacturers and dis- 
tributors of De Soto Sky-View Taxis, 
have elected the following: Robert A. 
Waters and Van W. Peabody, both of 
San Francisco; Herbert Charters and 
Jesse Safir, of New York. 


municipalities 
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Tires . . parts. . 
drivers .. mechanics. . 

Trailers . . tractors . . shortages 
of nearly everything! Certificates 
of War Necessity . . ODT reports 
. . PD-310’s . . Certificates of 
Transfer, etc... they all add up 
to a headache these days. 


But, as usual, there’s a silver lining. 


First, of course, these things are a part 
of the war effort . . . a part of the road to victory. 


Then, too, all of us . . you, your customers and we, 
ourselves . . are learning a lot of things that will pay 
you real dividends in the busy post-war years: 


Your customers are learning .. . 
e That Truck-Trailers haul their goods fast, safe and economically. (Smaller 
inventories will be the rule after the war, meaning that merchandise and 
materials must be delivered fast and on schedule! And that’s your dish!) 


You are learning... 

e How to make your customers’ tires and equipment go farther. (Conservation 
is smart in peace-time, as well as war-time.) 

e How to streamline your organization . . to make it more productive. 

e That Fruehauf Factory Branch service is your dependable ‘‘ace in the hole.” 

e Most of all, that Trailers are the answer to the highway haulage problem, since 
they double or triple the working capacity of power units, with little or no 
extra cost for equipment, manpower or maintenance. 


Weare learning ... 
through our work on government equip- 
ment . . . how to build Trailers that will 
give even better service . . even more re- 
turn for a dollar. . than Fruehaufs have 
given in the past. 


ATRUCK 1S LIKE A HORSE \ 


3 


Yes, it’s a headache ... . 
but, in the long run, it will be worth it! 


WORLD’S LARGEST BUILDERS OF TRUCK-TRAILERS 


FRUEHAUF TRAILER CO. e DETROIT 


MEMBER AUTOMOTIVE COUNCIL FOR WAR PRODUCTION 


Chief spokesman for the small 
was Charles F. 
Schall, West Haven first selectmen 
and vice-president of the New 
Haven County Selectmen’s and 


JOB 


unless 
shorter trucks. 


kee 
better renew 


Yes — Trailers 
are Available 


Well over 1,000 new Frue- 
haufs are available to oper- 
ators whose applications, 
showing conclusively that 
the equipment is needed 
for essential war hauling, 
are approved by the War 
Production Board and the 
Office of Defense Transpor- 
tation. These Trailers in- 
clude Regular Vans, “Reef- 
ers,” Flat Beds, Stainless 
Steel Vans, Furniture Vans, 
Dump Trailers, and Gaso- 
line Tank-Trailers. 


File Through ICC 


Applications (Form PD- 
310) should be filed through 
the nearest ICC office, 
which will forward them 
to WPB and ODT. Upon 
approval the applicant will 
receive a Certificate of 
Transfer (PD -321) which, 
when presented to a Frue- 
hauf Distributor, permits 
the purchase and delivery 
of a new Trailer or Trailers. 


Can Apply Again 


If the operator has had 
previous applications re- 
jected, that needn't stop 
him. Maybe he can show 
greater need now than he 
did before . . or his area 
may be shorter of transport 
facilities. Conditions change 

. and the attitude of ra- 
tioning authorities changes 
with them. Remember that 
the application must be 
complete and must prove 
essential need. You can do 
your customers a good 
service by helping them in 
properly filing their appli- 


FOR 





It costs you about a penny-a-day to 
abreast of, —— ve news— 
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Automotive Washington 
Ruml Pay-Go Plan Is Due For Resurrection; 


Capital’s Used 


WASHINGTON. — You _haven’t 
heard the last of Beardsley Ruml’s 
- pay-as-you-go tax plan. Not by a 

long shot. This 

sane and sensible 

proposal, which 

got such an inde- 

fensible kicking 

around from the 

House Ways and 

Means Commit- 

tee, is showing 

far more signs of 

life than many 
powers-that-be in 

this Capital 

Ullman would like. Mi- 
nority Leader 

Joseph W. Martin jr., now is plan- 
ning to circulate a petition to 
force the committee to report the 
Rum! plan bill to the House. Such 
a petition must have 218 signatures. 
If House members are at all 
responsive to the mail from the 
folks back home, those signa- 
tures are going to be forthcom- 
ing. Because the public has been 


Car Situation 


telling Washington in no uncer- 
tain terms that it is fed up to 
the hilt first with the ditching 
of the Ruml proposal and, sec- 
ond, with the House’s dalliance 
with the tax problem generally. 

Moreover, Martin served notice 
last week that he will oppose a 
two-week Easter recess until the 
House acts on the pay-as-you-go 
plan. The big stick was used to 
kill the Rum! plan by doughty Bob 
Doughton’s Ways and Means com- 
mittee. But it is apparent that a 
good plan doesn’t stay dead. 

* * *& 


Small Business 


Not Forgotten 
“SMALL BUSINESS,” that tre- 


mendously important portion of 
the nation’s economy which in- 
cludes automobile dealers, garages, 
service stations, tire dealers and 
accessory stores, is out of the 
“forgotten man” class, the Com- 
merce department said last week. 
It has captured the eyes and minds 


not only of government but of big 

— and much of the popula- 
on. 

This nationwide trend is highly 


largely 

strength of its 

customers, such attention makes 
The automotive industry is tak- 
ing the lead in acting on the 
knowledge that an ailing or greatly 
depleted distribution system at the 
end of the war would present 
terrific problems to big manufac- 
turers. Manufacturers in many 
industrial lines, now thoroughly 
occupied with the war effort, will 
need their wholesale and retail out- 
lets when they return to producing 
consumer goods. Thousands of 
small concerns, also are needed if 
the country is to have a quick 
conversion to peacetime production 
and a thriving, virile free enter- 
prise system after the war. 

s ¢ # 


Auto Industry 


Takes Lead 
RECENT REPORTS prove, the 
Commerce department states, that 


the big brother attitude of many 
of the big business concerns is ex- 
panding and more companies have 
taken up the sword in defense of 
their smaller brothers. They are 
offering their distribution custom- 
ers suggestions and .advice and 
tangible aid. This is especially 
true in the automotive industry. 

“As the representative of busi- 
ness,” the Commerce department 
statement says, “the department 
has long sought to bring the 
problems of small business to the 
attention of the business public 
as well as government, It has 
long been recognized that these 
problems can be solved only 
through the active efforts of 
both. Government as a whole and 
big business are interested, are 
concerned, and—what is vastly 
more important—are working to 
help solve small business prob- 
lems. And however long it may 
take, it is safe to say the spot- 
light will continue to shine until 
solutions are found.” 

The Department of Commerce is 
correct when it points out that the 
country has become increasingly 
aroused to the necessity of pro- 
tecting small business. Neverthe- 
less, it is far from correct to as- 
sume that enough has been done 


Battle Plan for Bigger — 
- Wartime Business! 


_ "VACUUM OIL COMP 


ms ~ 


MADE IN USA 


sy 


How Mobiloil’s Quality Reputation Helps Sell 
Spark Plugs, Batteries, Accessories — SERVICE! 


| ae BEFORE have people been so 
concerned about their cars. 
They’re hunting for the best... the 
best oil, best grease, best service. 

With Mobiloil, you have what they 
want. It’s not only a quality oil—it’s 
the world’s largest -selling oil. Mil- 
lions know it—trust it! 


Socony-Vacuum also helps you use 
that name to best advantage—brings 
you a practical, proven plan which 
enables you to feed business from one 
department to another. From service 
department to lubritorium...and vice 
versa! You get other advantages, too. 
Send for complete details. 


Write to Car Dealer Division, Socony-Vacuum Oil Co., Inc., 26 Broadway, N. Y. C. 


SOCONY-VACUUM'S 


MODERN 
SERVICE 
METHODS 


THE MARK OF QUALITY 


MOTORISTS ARE LOOKING FOR 


~ 


to safeguard the little entrepreneur. 
The future welfare of the nation 
demands that every sound 
possible be taken to keep them 
on an even keel, The automotivg 
industry, dealers and manufactw 
ers alike, has taken a greater, more 
constructive, more energetic an 
definitely more resultful interest f 
this vital problem than any other. 
That is in line with the kind ¢ 
progressive thinking which**fias 
made this industry the nation’s 
economic leader. a 
* * *£ 


PRA Prepares 


Model Bill 

THE PUBLIC Roads Adminis 
tration has prepared a compilation 
of provisions of limited access 
road laws in effect at the beginnin 
of 1943, and has consolidated ffite 
a model bill for consideration by 
highway authorities and state leg 
islatures what it considers the most 
desirable features of these statutes 

The model bill includes suck 
subjects as: The declaration of 
policy, definition of limited ac- 
cess facilities, authority 
establishing limited access roads, 
design of limited access facilities, 
acquisition of property and pre 
erty rights, property condemna- 
tion procedures, authority for 
local units of government to c 
sent, use of limited 
access facilities and _  service- 
ability. oo” 

In the opinion of Thomas H 
MacDonald, commissioner of FP 


lic Roads, “limited access highways _ 


of the type that may be expected 
to assume an important position 
postwar construction programs will 
be effective in serving their in 
tended purposes only to the ex ; 
that adequate safeguards are pro- 
vided against encroachment o 
undesirable activities or func 
and improper access.” 

* * *& 


Capital’s U. C. Problem 


Is Reversed 

WASHINGTON HAS a new 
kind of used car problem now, 
Time was when the lots here we 
crowded with cars for sale and 
the dealers were worried abou 
oversupply. Now the situation» 
reversed. 

“It’s all been brought about by 
an influx of buyers from South 
ern markets. During the past 
several months many hundred 
of used cars have been purchased” 
here for re-sale in the two Caro- 
li and West Virginia. 


nas, 
The result is that local inven-"" 


tories are reported to be at the 
lowest average level in history. 

Truly, the motor car dealers” 
problems in these days are legion 
But the way the dealer body 
meeting those problems is a d 
saga of American business an¢ 
bodes well for the future of th 
: industry. 


*- * *# 


Whitney Leary pu 

WHITNEY LEARY, a veters 
Washington automobile dealer, ¢ 
former director of OPA for the 

! District and a prominent figure i 
business and civic circles for many 
years, died last week after a brief 
illness. 

Leary’s first assignment in the 
war program was chairman of 
the tire rationing board, a post 
he assumed in January, 1942. 
Four months later he was ap- 
pointed director of OPA in Wash- 
ington by Leon Henderson. Be-« 
fore entering government service, 
he had been associated with his 
brother, H. B. Leary jr. in the 
automobile business for many 
years. He was a lieutenant in 
the Air Corps in World War IE 

Active in civic affairs, he took 
leading role through his member- 
ship in the Washington Automotive 

Trade Assn. and Board of Tradé 
and was a past president of the 
former. He also served as chair- 
man of the District of Columbi¢ 
Traffic Advisory council and on the 
board of directors of the Linco 

National Bank. He maintained 
memberships in the Congressional 
and Columbia Country clubs, Uni 
versity Club and National Capite 
Skeet Club. In February, 1935, he 
married Elizabeth Ridgly, who sur 
vives. 


Fire Guts Garage 


PRESTONBURG, Ky.—Fire believed 
to have started from defective wiring 
gutted the Ford Garage here, destroy- 
ing several cars. S. B. Howard, owner 


Foe 


Li 
HELP YOU! estimated damage would run around 


$12,000. 


Hard-hitting promotion ma- 
terial is available to you! 


Specialists study your shop 


a 
Sales training courses for Expertshelpanalyze yourmar- 
layout— offer sound advice. 


your entire staff! ket — determine potential. 
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PA Urged to Defer Proposal eee 


“Dealers See Black Market 


‘ Under U.C. Price Peg 


(Continued from Page 1) 


he ceiling. Therefore the dealer 
would be eliminated. 

~ A “black market” in used cars 
would result from imposition of 
price ceiling, it is pointed out by 

the Orlando (Fia.) Automobile 
Dealers Assn., since it would be 
almost impossible to cross-check 
the sale of such vehicles from 
one individual to another. In 
view of this probability, it is 
likely that many individuals 
would sell their vehicles to the 
highest bidder. 


The potential under this setup is 
seen when it is understood that at 
present more than 35 percent of 

sed car transactions are from in- 
dividual to individual. About 50 

apercent of used car sales now are 
being handled through strictly 
used-car lots, while the remaining 
5. percent go through new-car 
dealers. Under a price ceiling, 
auto observers believe the individ- 
al-to-individual sales will sky- 
rocket. 


Moreover, many dealers believe 
at a price peg would also serve 


Dealers tell me... 


(Continued from Page 3) 


too rapidly, and I understand 
that this same condition exists 
on the whole Pacific Coast, Our 
only problem is securing me- 
chanics. Unless we can get some 
relief in this connection, our 
transportation on this coast is 
going to be curtailed to such an 
extent that our war production is 
going to be seriously affected. It 
is already being felt.” 


* * * 


eeks Block 


For Model T 
DEALER asked me the other 
day where he could get a cyl- 
inder block for a Model T Ford. 
e had made inquiry at Ford deal- 
ers and at used parts purveyors, 
and there were none in stock. The 
ar has interfered with the pro- 
duction of obsolete parts by inde- 
pendent parts manufacturers, and 
he market is getting real tight on 
repair parts for older models. 


It is essential that as many 
cars as possible be kept in use; 
in fact, right now this country 
has to depend upon automobile 
dealers as builders and rebuild- 
ers of old cars. I suggested to 
this dealer that perhaps an ad in 
the classified section of Automo- 
tive News would locate the cylin- 
der block. 


Aircraft Builders 


Form a Council 


LOS ANGELES.—The nation’s 
nircraft builders last week formed 
the National Aircraft War Produc- 
tion Council, Inc., in an effort to 
bxpedite warplane production. 

Glenn L. Martin, president of 

artin Aircraft, was elected presi- 
dent. Frank F. Russell, president 
of National Aviation Corp. and a 
director of the Bell and Lockheed 
Aircraft companies, was appointed 
general manager. 


as 


TWIN SONS of E. J. Greenwald, DeSoto-Plymouth dealer, Akron. 
is Capt. Richard Greenwald, now stationed at Camp Butner, 
ta, now in England. 

sisted their father in operation of the 


is Lieut. Robert Greenwa 


to deter individuals from selling 
their vehicles, since because of the 
low prices allowed, 


vehicles and thereby would prevent 
vehicles from getting into the 
hands of more essential users, 


If there is a wide differential 
between the “as is” and the re- 
conditioned vehicle, as now set 
up under the used truck ceilings, 
it is believed that considerable 
hardship would result for the 
individual who had kept his used 
car in good repair. Since his 
vehicle would not require recon- 
ditioning for resale, this in- 
dividual’s car (which presumably 
would be in better condition than 
a reconditioned vehicle) would 
sell for less than one that had 
been abused and reconditioned 
just prior to sale. 


Although dealers are certain 
there is no logical need for either 
price ceilings or rationing of used 
cars in the immediate future, they 
are ready with alternate proposals 
if OPA officials are determined to 
clamp on further restrictions. One 
counter proposal, by Seattle deal- 
ers, is that the OPA channel all 
used cars through new-car outlets 
licensed under Regulation W, and 
then ration them along with 
setting ceiling prices. 


Another proposal, by the Orlando 
dealers, is that OPA put a ceiling 
price on used cars in individual’s 
hands, which would mean that they 
could not sell the unit to another 
individual or dealer for more than 
the ceiling price. If sold to a 
dealer, he (the dealer) would be 
then permitted to add a fixed per- 
centage for his expense in selling 
and profit for handling. If the 
vehicle is reconditioned, the dealer 
would be allowed another percent- 
age to cover this cost. 


Keep Used Car 
Stocks Low, 
Dealers Urged 


PHILADELPHIA.—Warning that, 
Official utterances to the contrary 
notwithstanding, used car price 
ceilings are in the making, the 
Philadelphia Automobile Trade 
Assn. is urging its member dealers 
to refrain from building an inven- 
tory at cost prices that will hurt 
if ceilings are established. 


Concerted action by all dealers, 
which would take the form of a 
flood of protests filed with repre- 
sentatives in Washington, might 
prevent institution of the ceilings, 
it was pointed out. As tentatively 
agreed upon, the government form- 
ula, according to PATA, is as fol- 
lows: 1941 models, 95 percent of 
factory list; 1940 models, 83 per- 
cent; 1939 models, 69 percent; 1938 
models, 57 percent; 1937 models, 47 
percent; 1936 models, 39 percent, 
and 1935 models, 33 percent. 


Added to these are $25 freight, 
$30 for radios, $10 for heaters, plus 
the above percentages of the fac- 
tory list price of fluid drive, hydro- 
matic drive and other special drives 
and transmissions. 


At left 
N. C.; at right 
The twins, 26, formerly 
ealership. 
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DEALER WANT AD DEPARTMENT 


A new service to Automotive News subscribers, reaching more than 12,000 automotive establish- 
ments from Maine to California, an estimated 50,000 readers. Low rates: TEN CENTS (10¢) PER 
WORD per insertion or 25¢ per word for 3 insertions. Cash in advance. Count initials and groups 
of numbers as one word. Ads may be signed with your name and address at regular rates, but where 
Care Automotive News, Detroit” these words are FREE, and replies 
are forwarded, unopened, day received. Address: 


WANT AD DEPT., AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, 


replies are sent to “Box No....., 


individuals , 
would hold off disposal of their | 


| FLORIDA DEALER wants make connec- 
tions Eastern Automobile Dealer or in- 
dividual buyer used automobiles. Box 
402, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


WANTED EXPERIENCED FORD ME- 
CHANICS. Have large, well equipped 
shop located in Florida town of 10,000 
people in heart of Citrus, Vegetable and 
Lake region. Right where living and 
fishing will be best from now on. Large 
Naval Air Station located here. We pay 
high commission basis with guaranteed 
weekly minimum. Wire or write giving 
total experience with Ford dealers. We 
want permanent employees. W. A. 
Morrison, Vice President, Strickland 
Motors, Inc., Sanford, Fila. 


SERVICE MANAGER for large central 
Ohio dealership. Excellent earnings. Fu- 
ture opportunities controlled only by 
your ability to produce. Experienced with 
Chrysler products helpful but not es- 
sential. Reply stating age, education, 
lodge or other organization affiliations 
and earnings desired. Box 412, c/o Au- 
tomotive News, Detroit. 


WANTED: AUTOMOBILE MECHANICS 
for Cadillac-Oldsmobile dealership and 
Buick-Pontiac dealership in Pensacola, 
Florida. salary and commission 
and plenty of work. Write Mitchell Mo- 
tors, Pensacola, Fla. 


MECHANICS WANTED. Chrysler Product 
experience. Salary. Vacation with pay 
after first year. Best of working condi- 
tions. Contact Mr. Lange, Shank-Cobley, 
Inc., 1017 Madison Avenue, Toledo, Ohio. 


NEED TWO GOOD MECHANICS. Good 
working conditions, excellent climate, 
will pay salary or commission. Box 393, 
c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


PARTS MANAGER, Oldsmobile Dealership. 
$175 monthly salary. City Oldsmobile 
Company, Oklahoma City, Okla. 


EXPERIENCED PARTS MANAGER for 
Chrysler products. Good opportunity in 
established business. Ideal location. Ref- 
erence required. McNutt Motor Co., 110 
College St., Maryville, Tenn. 


ESTABLISHED MANUFACTURERS 
AGENT is seeking account to represent 
on commission basis in automotive in- 
dustry. Best of references. Technical 
education. Box 392, c/o Automotive 
News, Detroit. 


WANTED: Used 1942 Buicks, 51, 56C, 71, 


76C, or 768 Series. Box 396, c/o Auto- 
motive News, Detroit. 


© Wanted late model auto- 
mobiles for California 
market. Will pay high 
price for choice models. 
Write full description and 
price wanted. If satisfac- 
tory will have buyer call 
on you within 48 hours. 


KELLEY KAR COMPANY 
1225 S. Figueroa Street 


FLORIDA DEALER in market for large 
number late model used 
condition with good tires. 
scription and price. Box 403, c/o Auto- 
motive News, Detroit. 


CHRYSLER - PLYMOUTH DEALER de- 
sires to arrange with Eastern connection 
to purchase late model used cars (prefer- 
ably Plymouth, Dodge, De Soto and 
Chryslers). Write Forman Motor Co., 
3020 Broadway, Oakland, Calif. 


| Kindly insert the following 


| of TEN CENTS (10¢) per word for one insertion or Twenty-five cents (25¢) per word for three inser- 
(No charge for Box Number address when replies are sent in care of Automotive News.) 


tions. 


WOULD LIKE TO BUY used Chevrolets 
and Pontiacs. Give description and price. 
Also pick-ups. SCHUCH MOTOR CO., 
INC., SAN ANGELO, TEXAS. 


150 OHIO DEALERS in concentrated de- 
fense production area need good used 
cars. Send list, prices, etc. Box 410 c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit. 


WILL BUY—late model clean choice used 
cars, pickups and trucks. Have own 
transport. We own and operate 10 Used 
Car markets in Utah, Idaho and Colo- 
rado. Send lists and prices Airmail to 
Jesse M. Chase, Pocatello, Idaho. 


USED CARS FOR SALE 


CARS and BUSES for sale. 

. All makes and 

models on hand at all times. Ben Fishel 

Auto Company, 2114 Sycamore, Cairo, 
Tilinois. (Phone 127). 


BUICK AND LINCOLN Custom 1941 7- 
passenger, both only 9,000 miles. Repre- 
sent new cars. $1,750. F-E-L-Z, 1132 
Diversey Blvd., Chicago. 


IMMEDIATE SALE fifty 1941 Chevrolet 
and fifty 1941 Plymouth two-door and 
four-door sedans; also 40 1941 Dodge 
sedans and 30 dump trucks. All models, 
all cars in excellent condition. Excellent 
tires. Delivery Drivers Available. Box 
397, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


CARS FOR SALE 


| "1937 to 1942 
All Makes 

| Write or telephone 
H HORGAN, INC. 


| Authorized Ford, Mercury, Lincoln 
Dealer 


| 1780 B’way (4th F1.), New York City | 
i Columbus 5-6930 


FOURTEEN NEW CARS consisting of 
two Packards, ten Studebakers, one De- 
Soto and one Studebaker Cab and 
Chassis. Also Thirty Used Cars of dif- 
ferent makes. Marion Auto Finance 
ne Marion, Ohio. Telephone No. 

16. 


NEW CARS WANTED 


EW CARS any make or model or used 
°42’s. State make of model and net 
price. Box 407, c/o Automotive News, 
Detroit. 


N 


WANTED—NEW FORD cars and trucks, 


A or B Pool. Advise price F.O.B. your 
City. Box 405, c/o Automotive News, 
Detroit. 


PENNSYLVANIA DEALER will buy im- 
mediately any number of new cars. 
State models and price. Motors Finance 
Co., Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 


CAROLINA DEALER will buy any New 
1942 Model General Motors Car. Write 
Box 395, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


WANTED NOW 


Any number new cars 
and trucks of any 
make for authorized 
southern dealers. 
Write or wire particu- 
lars, giving invoice 
prices and bonus de- 
sired. 


AUTO FINANCE CO. 
CHARLOTTE, N. C. 


DETROIT. 


WANTED ALL MODELS, Pool ‘‘A’’ 1942 
HUDSONS. O’Donnell Motor Company, 
1416-1420 Harmon Place, Minneapolis, 
Minn. 


NORTH CAROLINA DEALER will buy 
new Dodge and Plymouth automobiles or 
will trade new Dodge 
mercial Cars for same. 
Automotive News, Detroit. 


PACKARD-NASH DEALER of Pennsyl- 


Trucks and Com- 
Box 413, c/o 


Box 416, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


WILL BUY ANY number of new cars, any 
make or body style. Allan Mims, Inc., 
Rocky Mount, N. C. 


Sales Corp., Norfolk, Va. Phone 23203. 


EQUIPMENT WANTED 


WANTED. Valve Hard Seat Grinder, 
Front End Checking and Alinement Unit, 
preferable Bear F110, or similar. Write 
Box 415, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


WANTED—WRECKER, mounted on Dodge 
chassis, 40 or 41 model. Will pay cash. 
Give full description. Citizens Motor 
Company, Box 336, Williamson, West 
Virginia. 


WANTED — EQUIPMENT for recapping 
tires. Write Box 406, c/o Automotive 
News, Detroit. 


| WE HAVE A FEW new wrecker tow 


cranes, complete, which we will sacrifice. 

Will fit any type of Pick-up or Truck. 

Perey Box 404, c/o Automotive News, 
etroit. 


2—1936 Heavy Duty Francis Auto Cart 
Truck Trailers, Tandem wheels, single 
le; good 7. -10 ply tires: $600 
each. Also 14—New Truck 
windshield Cowl Assemblies, $50 each. 
PARRISH. TULSA, OKLA. 


inventory. Replies treated confidentially. 
Box 414, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


INTERESTED IN PURCHASING a dealer- 
ship in New England or New York State. 
Prefer a General Motors Agency with 
potential of 350 to 500 cars. Give full 
particulars. Box No. 409, c/o Automo- 
tive News, Detroit. 


WE ALWAYS STOCK 150 te 160 Used 
Trucks of ALL makes and bedy types. 
Ne matter what you want, we have it. 
Write SHEARER CHEVROLET, 7244 
Manchester, St. Leuis, Mo. or call Mr. 
Swiney, HiLand 3400. 


WILL BUY FOR CASH—custom built 
automobile radios. State models, quan- 
tity available and lowest cash prices. 
Box 398, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


WILL TRADE 


LIKE TO TRADE 100 trucks and 25 pick- 
ups; all Fords and Chevrolets for Ford 
and Chevrolet Passenger cars. Write Box 
411, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


makes. 24-passenger to 36-passenger. In 
lots of one or more. Mosby-Maek Motor 
Co., Topeka, Kans. 


Address all Box No. replies in care of Automotive News, 5229 Cass Ave., Detroit 


| AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, 5229 Cass Ave., Detroit, Mich. 


word Want Advertisement, under proper heading in the next | 
| (1) or (3) editions of Automotive News, for which find enclosed $ 


, which is figured at the rate 





‘Betcha Dad worked on those engines!” > 


They’re talking about a Flying Fortress powered by 
Studebaker-built Wright Cyclone engines 


UST a little while back, expert 

machinist John H. Williams and 
his two sons, Evard and John, were 
working together at Studebaker. 


Today, they’re still working to- 
gether in spirit—but many miles 
apart. 


The father is building Wright 
Cyclone engines for the mighty 
Boeing Flying Fortress in the 
Studebaker factory. The boys have 
hung up their working clothes to 
put on the fighting uniforms of 
Uncle Sam. 


There are many families such as 
the Williams family whose names 
shine brightly these war days on 
the Studebaker roster— families 


that are steadfastly maintaining the 
great Studebaker father-and-son 
tradition at home or far away. 


And when the fighting job is 
done, that tradition will be exem- 
plified again in outstanding Stude- 
baker motor cars and motor trucks 
for civilian use. The solid princi- 
ples that underlie Stude- 
baker craftsmanship will 
remain unchanged. 


STUDEBAKER 


Builder of Wright Cyclone engines for 
the Boeing Flying Fortress, big multiple- 
drive military trucks and other 
vital war materiel 


Craftsman father of craftsmen sons! John H. 
Williams has been with Studebaker 21 years. 
He is one of many Studebaker veterans whose 
aptitude for fine work inspired their sons tobe- . 
come Studebaker craftsmen, too. Studebaker 
employees are proud of their assignments: 
in the arming of our Nation and its Allies. 





